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FOREWORD
Fisheries and aquaculture remain important 
sources of food, nutrition, income and livelihoods 
for hundreds of millions of people around the 
world. World per capita fish supply reached a new 
record high of 20 kg in 2014, thanks to vigorous 
growth in aquaculture, which now provides half of 
all fish for human consumption, and to a slight 
improvement in the state of certain fish stocks due 
to improved fisheries management. Moreover, fish 
continues to be one of the most-traded food 
commodities worldwide with more than half of fish 
exports by value originating in developing 
countries. Recent reports by high-level experts, 
international organizations, industry and civil 
society representatives all highlight the 
tremendous potential of the oceans and inland 
waters now, and even more so in the future, to 
contribute significantly to food security and 
adequate nutrition for a global population expected 
to reach 9.7 billion by 2050.

It is in this context and with this high expectation 
that the 2016 edition of The State of World Fisheries 
and Aquaculture is being launched. Several recent 
major international developments will further 
strengthen its key function as a provider of 
informed, balanced and comprehensive analysis 
of global fisheries and aquaculture data and 
related issues.

First, the Second International Conference on 
Nutrition (ICN2), held in Rome in November 2014, 
adopted the Rome Declaration and the Framework 
for Action, whereby world leaders renewed their 
commitments to establish and implement policies 
aimed at eradicating malnutrition and transforming 
food systems to make nutritious diets available to 
all. The conference confirmed the importance of 
fish and seafood as a source of nutrition and health 
for many coastal communities that depend on their 
proteins and essential micronutrients, in particular 
for women of child-bearing age and young 
children. It stressed the unique window of 
opportunity that fisheries and aquaculture can 
provide for ICN2 follow-up towards achieving 
healthy diets. With this greater awareness of the 
sector’s important role in nutrition comes greater 
responsibility for how resources are managed in 
order to ensure nutritious and healthy diets for all 
the world’s citizens.

Second, on 25 September 2015, Member States of 
the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), a set of 
17 aspirational objectives with 169 targets 
expected to guide actions of governments, 
international agencies, civil society and other 
institutions over the next 15 years (2016–2030). 
The SDGs are the first global development push in 
history led by the Member States. They set out 
specific objectives for countries, developed and 
developing, to meet within a given time frame, 
with achievements monitored periodically to 
measure progress and ensure that no one is left 
behind. Several SDGs are directly relevant to 
fisheries and aquaculture and to the sustainable 
development of the sector, and one goal expressly 
focuses on the oceans (SDG 14 Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development). To achieve 
the global transition to sustainable development, 
countries are now establishing an enabling 
environment of policies, institutions and 
governance – grounded in a sound evidence-based 
approach that takes into account the three 
dimensions of sustainability (economic, social and 
environmental) – with closely interwoven targets. 
FAO and The State of World Fisheries and 
Aquaculture will play a frontline role in monitoring 
and reporting on specific targets relevant to FAO’s 
mandate under SDGs 2 and 14.

Third, on 8–9 October 2015, 600 delegates 
representing 70 Members of FAO, the private 
sector, non-governmental organizations and 
civil society organizations met in Vigo, Spain, to 
celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the 
adoption of the Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries (the Code), and to take stock of its 
achievements and the obstacles encountered in 
its implementation. The meeting confirmed both 
the central role of the Code for the sustainable 
management of living aquatic resources, and the 
need to accelerate its implementation to meet the 
relevant SDG targets, in particular those of 
SDG 14. The move from commitment to action 
to implement the Code entails an upscaled 
responsibility for analysis, monitoring and 
reporting for FAO and The State of World 
Fisheries and Aquaculture.
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Fourth, the twenty-first session of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP21) of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change was 
held in Paris, France, in December 2015. It 
witnessed an unprecedented international 
agreement, the Paris Agreement. Its aim is to 
strengthen the global response to the threat of 
climate change, in the context of sustainable 
development and efforts to eradicate poverty, 
including by holding the increase in the global 
average temperature to well below 2° C above 
pre-industrial levels, increasing the ability to adapt 
to the adverse impacts of climate change, and 
fostering climate resilience in a manner that does 
not threaten food production. COP21 prominently 
featured the role of oceans, inland waters and 
aquatic ecosystems for temperature regulation and 
carbon sequestration, and highlighted the urgency 
of reversing the current trend of overexploitation 
and pollution to restore aquatic ecosystem services 
and the productive capacity of the oceans. Current 
and future editions of The State of World Fisheries 
and Aquaculture will be a key source of information 
on progress in implementing the Paris Agreement 
and its pertinence to oceans and inland waters.

Fifth, FAO’s efforts to address illegal, 
unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing have 
yielded real results. The 2009 Agreement on Port 
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
(PSMA) entered into force on 5 June 2016. This is 
a milestone and will prove a key driver in the 
international community’s fight against the 
scourge of IUU fishing. Illicit fishing may 
account for up to 26 million tonnes of fish a year, 
or more than 15 percent of the world’s total 
annual capture fisheries output. Besides 
economic damage, such practices can threaten 
local biodiversity and food security in many 
countries. The PSMA, which creates binding 
obligations, sets standards for the inspection of 
foreign vessels that seek to enter the port of 
another State. Importantly, the measures allow a 
country to block ships it suspects of having 
engaged in illicit fishing and thereby prevent 
illegal catches from entering local and 
international markets. This will be a turning 
point in the long struggle against illegality in the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector.

Finally, following the adoption in July 2014 of 
the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing 
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context 
of Food Security and Poverty Eradication, an 
umbrella programme has been launched to 
support governments and non-state actors in 
their implementation of initiatives to strengthen 
small-scale fisheries communities, their food 
security, and their resilience. Small-scale 
fisheries provide work to 90 percent of the 
people employed in capture fisheries. Now, their 
voices will be increasingly heard, their rights 
respected and their livelihoods safeguarded. 
More broadly, decent work in fisheries and 
aquaculture is an important part of FAO’s 
strategic approach to the sector.

FAO has taken into account the above 
developments within the framework of its own 
Blue Growth Initiative to accelerate its work in 
support of sustainable management of living 
aquatic resources, balancing their use and 
conservation in an economically, socially and 
environmentally responsible manner.

Awareness of the vital part that oceans and 
inland waters must play in providing food, 
nutrition and employment to current and future 
generations and in meeting commitments under 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Paris Agreement re-focuses the role of 
this publication as a unique source of global 
analysis and information on fisheries and 
aquaculture development. It is my sincere hope 
that The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 
2016 will make a valuable contribution to meeting 
the challenges ahead and advance understanding 
of the drivers shaping the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector, aquatic ecosystems and their 
contribution to meeting the related SDG targets.
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