
GLOBAL 
METRICS FOR THE 

ENVIRONMENT
The Environmental Performance Index 

ranks countries‘ performance on 
high-priority environmental issues.

Yale Center 
for Environmental 
Law & Policy, 
Yale University

Yale Data Driven 
Environmental Group,  
Yale University 
Yale-NUS College

Center for International 
Earth Science 
Information Network, 
Columbia University

In collaboration with the  
World Economic Forum

With support from 
Samuel Family Foundation 
McCall MacBain Foundation

www.epi.yale.edu

2016 REPORT



2

The 2016 Environmental Performance Index is a project 
lead by the Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy 
(YCELP) and Yale Data-Driven Environmental Solutions 
Group at Yale University (Data-Driven Yale), the Center for 
International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) 
at Columbia University, in collaboration with the Samuel 
Family Foundation, McCall MacBain Foundation, and the 
World Economic Forum. 

About YCELP 

The Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy, a 
joint research institute between the Yale School of 
Forestry & Environmental Studies and Yale Law School, 
seeks to incorporate fresh thinking, ethical awareness, 
and analytically rigorous decision making tools into 
environmental law and policy. 

About Data-Driven Yale 

The Yale Data-Driven Environmental Solutions Group 
seeks to address critical environmental challenges using 
cutting edge data analytics and other innovative methods. 
Launched in 2015, the research group is an interdisciplinary 
collaboration of policy experts, data scientists, visual 
designers, and interactive programmers at the Yale School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies and Yale-NUS 
College, Singapore.

About CIESIN 

The Center for International Earth Science Information 
Network’s mission is to provide access to and enhance the 
use of information worldwide, advance the understanding of 
human interactions in the environment, and serve the needs 
of science and public and private decision making.

About the Samuel Family Foundation 

The Samuel Family Foundation has a long history of 
supporting the arts, healthcare and education. In recent 
years, it has broadened its mandate internationally, to 
engage in such partnerships as the Clinton Global Initiative, 
and participate in programs aimed at global poverty 
alleviation, disability rights and human rights advocacy, 
environmental sustainability, education and youth programs. 

About the McCall MacBain Foundation

The McCall MacBain Foundation is based in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and was founded by John and Marcy McCall 
MacBain. Its mission is to improve the welfare of humanity 
through focused grants in education, health and the 
environment. Believing that strong, dedicated and creative 
leadership are required in these areas to achieve positive 
outcomes, much of its funding is designed to identify and 
support individuals having such qualities.

About the World Economic Forum 

The World Economic Forum is an independent international 
organization committed to improving the state of the world 
by engaging business, political, academic and other leaders 
of society to shape global, regional and industry agendas. 
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