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Annex |
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE AT ITSFIRST SESSION

1/1. Environmental co-operation in Africa

CAIRO PROGRAMME FOR AFRICAN CO-OPERATION

TheAfrican M nisterial Conference on the Environnent

A. General objective

Deci des to strengthen co—eperation between African Governnents in econom c,
technical and scientific activities, with the prime objective of halting and
reversing the degradation of the African environnent in order to satisfy the food
and energy needs of the peoples of the continent,

B. Organi zation of regional co—eperation in respect of
envi ronnment and ecodevel oprment

1. Recommends that regional co-operation should be focused on the essenti al
resources of water, soils, plant cover and forests, fauna, energy and seas, by
nmeans of a progressive reorientation of econom c devel opnent strategies,

2. Decides to institutionalize the Conference, which shall normally neet
once every two years, the second session of the Conference to be held in Nairobi
in conjunction with the fourteenth session of the Governing Council of the United
Nat i ons Envi ronnent Progranme in May/June 1987,

3. Reconmends to the Conference of Mnisters of the Econom ¢ Conm ssion for
Africa and the Assenbly of Heads of State and Governnent of the O ganization of
African Unity that they should decide to entrust to the African Mnisterial
Conference on the Environment the environmental functions of the Joint
I ntergovernnmental Regional Committee on Human Settlenments and Environnent whose
establ i shment was decided upon in the Lagos Plan of Action and subsequently in
General Assenbly resolution 32/162 and resolutions 316 (Xl I) and 408 (XVI) of the
Economi ¢ Commi ssion for Africa,

4. Deci des that the report of its first session should be made avail abl e,
inter alia, to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environnent Progranme,
the African Conference of Mnisters of Developnent and Pl anning and the Council
of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity,

5. Accepts with gratitude the offer of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environnent Progranme to provide the permanent secretariat of the
Conference in close co-operation with the Economic Conmission for Africa and the
Organi zation of African Unity, wth the task of perfornmng the functions
enunerated in appendix | to the present resolution,
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6. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Programme to nmeke the contacts needed to set up an interagency working group
conposed of representatives of the principal United Nations agencies and
international institutions concerned, which shall have the tasks described in
appendix Il to the present resol ution,

7. Decides also to set wup four conmmittees on areas of  priority
environnmental concern, nanmely deserts and arid lands, river and |ake basins,
forests and woodl ands, and seas, which would function between the Conference
sessions, each to be conmposed of a small nunber of African experts who are
specialists in the fields enunerated in appendix IIl to the present resolution,
to assist the bureau of the Conference to carry out its functions, and each to be
chaired by one of the Vice-Presidents of the Conference, with the assistance of
t he permanent secretariat of the Conference,

8. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme, in consultation with the Executive Secretary of the Economc
Comm ssion for Africa and the Secretary—General of the Organization of African
Unity, to prepare draft rules of procedure for the Conference for subm ssion
toit at its second session;

9. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Programre, in co-operation with the Executive Secretary of the Econom c
Comm ssion for Africa and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity, to take the necessary steps to put the above neasures into effect,

C. Establishnent of regional technical co-operation networks
on envi ronnent and ecodevel opnent

1. Decides that co—eperation between the technical and research
institutions of African States should be strengthened and devel oped through the
exchange of information and the conduct of the basic studies and scientific
research necessary for the environnentally sound wutilization of African
resources,

2. Decides to strengthen and devel op technical co-operation anong African
countries through the devel opnent of horizontal scientific and technical |inks
bet ween national departnents in specific areas,

3. Further decides for that purpose to establish or strengthen eight
specialized regional networks, in the fields of environnmental nonitoring,
climatology, soils and fertilizers, water resources, energy, genetic resources,
sci ence and technol ogy, and education and training, with the terns of reference
set out in appendix IV to the present resolution,

4. Al so decides that the networks should concentrate their efforts in the
first place on,




(a) The adoption of conprehensive soil and water devel opnent and
conservation neasures in irrigated and rain-fed agricultural areas in Africa,

(b) The inprovenent and protection of rangelands and the introduction of
better rangel and, livestock and wildlife rmanagenent in Africa,
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(c) Protection of the existing vegetation and replanting of denuded areasin Africa;

(d) Reafforestation and the use of alternative energy sources as neans of
conmbati ng desertification.

D. Regional pilot projects

Decides to apply all available African skills and experience to seek
econom cally feasible, environnentally sound and socially acceptable solutions
to the conplex problens of grass-roots developnent, in a hundred and fifty

villages (three per country) and thirty sem -arid stock-raising zones (one in
each of thirty countries), selected in accordance with the criteria set out in
appendix V to the present resolution, with the goal of assisting those hundred
and eighty communities to beconme self-sufficient in food and energy within five
years fromthe start of inplenentation of the present decision

E. Priority subregional activities

1. Decides to strengthen subregional co—eperation in respect of environnent
and ecodevel opnent, on the understanding that all countries concerned in each
subregional will be invited to participate in the programme, giving priority to
the follow ng,

(a) Strengthening of the north Saharan green belt project, involving
Al geria, Egypt, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Mrocco and Tunisia;

(b) Efforts to conbat desertification and desert advance in the south
Saharan zone and the Gum Belt through progranmes of ecol ogical rehabilitation,

(c) Strengthening of co—eperation around the north—east aquifer in the
Nubi an sandstone zone, involving Chad, Egypt, the Libyan Arab Janmahiriya and the
Sudan;

(d) Support to the Lake Chad Basin Conmission for the integrated devel oprment
of the Lake Chad basin, bearing in mnd its relationship with the nei ghbouring
upper Ni ger (Benue) and upper Ubangi basins, in order to halt the drying up of
Lake Chad and use its waters and ecosystens rationally (Canmeroon, the Central
African Republic, Chad, the N ger and N geria),

(e) Support to the R ver Nger Basin Authority for the integrated
devel opnent of the river Niger basin, in order to use its waters and ecosystens
rationally, and in particular to halt the drying up of its inland delta (Benin,
Bur ki na Faso, Caneroon, Chad, Cote d'voire, Guinea, Mali, N ger and N geria),

(f) Formulation and inplenmentation of rational plans for the environnentally
sound nanagenent of the river basins of the Manyu, the Ndian the Boumnba- Ngoko,
t he Sangha and the Nt em

Study and inplenentation of an integrated devel opment plan for the
m ddl e delta of the Cubango and Cuando rivers, in order to use its waters and
ecosystem rationally, bearing in mnd their relationship with the upper Zanbezi
basi n (Angol a, Botswana, Myzanbi que, Nami bia, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe),
l...
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(h) Efforts to conbat the spread of the deserts of southern
Africa for the pronmotion of food production,

(i) Study and inplenentation of an integrated nmulti-purpose
devel opnent plan for the basin of the Zanbezi river (irrigation,
navi gati on and energy) in order to use its waters rationally, conbat
desertification, pronmote food production and open up |and—+tocked
ar eas, Angol a, Bot swana, Mal awi Mbzanbi que, Nam bi a, Uni t ed
Republ i c of Tanzania, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe,

(j) Inprovenent of co—eperation for the integrated devel opnment
of the basin of the Congo—Zaire river anong Angola, Burundi,
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Congo, Rwanda, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire and Zanbi a,

(k) Hydroneteorol ogi cal and geol ogical surveys of the Volta
river system and neasures for regional co—eperation in land and
wat er nmanagenent and conservation anong the basin countries —
Beni n, Burkina Faso, Cote d’ Ivoire, Ghana and Togo,

(1) Consideration and inplenmentation of the master devel opnent
plan for the basins of the river Ganbia (Ganbia, Guinea, QGuinea—
Bi ssau and Senegal) and the river Senegal (Mili, Mauritania and
Senegal ), in order to use their waters and energy resources to
conbat desertification and prevent possible negative environnental
effects,

(m) Consi deration of the water resources devel oprment progranmre
of the three Maghreb countries, wth special enphasis on the
utilization of water to protect and inprove the environnent,

(n) Design of a water resources devel opnent programe for the
countries of Central Africa, wth special enphasis on the
utilization of water to protect and inprove the environnment,

(o) Design (at the subregional level) and inplenmentation (at
the national level) of a ten-year plan for the general
reafforestation of all the nenber countries of the Economc
Community of West African States and the Central African Econonic
Comuni ty,

(p) I nplenentation of t he United Nat i ons Envi r onnent
Progranmme' s regional seas progranmes for West and Central Africa and
Eastern Africa, and the African conponents of the Mditerranean and
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden progranmes, in order to contribute to the
protection and developnent of the resources of the marine
envi ronnment and coastal areas,

(q) Design and inplenentation of a regional co-operation
progranme to conbat desertification in the region covered by the
Permanent Inter-State Commttee on Drought Control in the Sahel, the
Maghreb, the nenber States of the Economic Comunity of Wst African
States, Egypt and the Sudan, as recomended by the Dakar Conferences
of July 1984 and Novenber 1985, and in particular the inplenmentation
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the Horn of Africa, the Kalahari region and Central Africa,
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(r) Formulation and inplenentation of a program of co-operation
related to efforts to conbat savannization in the Central African
subr egi on,

(s) Inmplenmentation of a programme of research in forest areas
which wll halt deforestation and soil degradation caused by
shifting agriculture in Central Africa,

(t) Pronmotion of eradication of the Salvinia weed problem from
t he Zanbezi basin and encouragenent of the use of the river for the
devel opnent of all the riparian States,

(u) Assistance to the States nenbers of the Southern African
Devel opment  Co-ordination Conference wth programmes to halt
individually and collectively the deleterious effects of the endemc
drought, in the region and to inprove techniques for natural
resource exploitation,

(v) Assistance to the States nenbers of the Southern African
Devel opment Co—erdi nati on Conference where problens of soil erosion
have been on the increase with specific plans and programmes to
arrest the problem

(w) Study of the inmpact of shifting cultivation on crop and
pastureland in southern Africa,

(x) Bearing in mnd the international character of the Fouta-
Djallon massif as a source of water for West Africa, support for the
catchnent devel opment projects currently under way, and for the
i nt egrated devel opnent of the nmassif,

(y) Inmplementation of the integrated study of fisheries,
wildlife and physical planning in the Om-Turkana sub-basin
(Et hi opi a and Kenya),

(z) Design of programmes for the protection of the nmarine
envi ronnment and the devel opnent of catchnment areas, and a ten—year
progranme for reafforestation, in the island countries,

(aa) Strengthening of co—eperation anong the countries of the
river Nile basin in the environnental field

(bb) Strengthening of co—eperation anobng ecological units
within the Nile basin which have institutions in operation, such as
the Kagera Basin Oganization (Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and United
Republ i c of Tanzania) and the Egyptian-Sudanese Nile Authority,

(cc) Study and inplenmentation of an integrated multi-purpose
devel opnent plan for the Lake Victoria basin, in view of the
i nportance of Lake Victoria to the community within the basin, with
a view to the rational mnanagenent of the resources of the Lake
Victoria catchnent area (reafforestation, soi |, conservati on,
pol lution control, eutrophication, etc.) (Burundi, Kenya, Uganda and
Uni ted Republic of Tanzania),



2. Calls upon all African States to nmke special efforts to
revitalize the Subregional Environnental Goups, in accordance with
t he agreenent reached in Lusaka,
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