ROMANIA’S NATIONAL REPORT
for the 18th Session of
The United Nations Commission on Sustainable

Development (CSD-18)



Foreword

Some sustainable development principles were incorporated in public policies as result of the
concrete obligations under the declarations and conventions that were developed following
debates within the UN and its specialized agencies (for example, Romania was the first
European country to ratify the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change). The prospect of EU accession caused these endeavours to become more
specific by emphasizing the priority of adopting a new philosophy of development that could
ensure an organic correlation of economic, social and environmental dimensions along with
the assimilation of the Community acquis in its entirety.

A first National Strategy for Sustainable Development was prepared between 1997 and 1999
with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The Strategy
integrated a large number of contributions assembled though a broad participative process and
was adopted as an official policy document of the Romanian Government. Although the
impact of that document on public policies at national level was relatively limited, it supplied
the conceptual and methodological framework for stakeholder consultation and facilitated the
successful implementation of Local Agenda 21 in approximately 40 counties and
municipalities. Following EU accession, an interim report was presented to the European
Commission, in July 2007, on the implementation of the 1999 Strategy and the application of
sustainable development principles in Romania.

In 2007-2008 was revised the National Sustainable Development Strategy, based on the
objectives of the European Union Sustainable Development Strategy, reviewed in 2006. The
review process was conducted under a joint project by the Romanian Government and the UN
Development Program in Romania. The "National Sustainable Development Strategy of
Romania 2013-2020-2030” (NSDS) was approved by the Government Decision no. 1460 in
November 2008, becoming the main strategic document on sustainable development at
national level. This National Strategy aims to connect Romania to a new philosophy of
development, adopted by the European Union and widely shared globally—that of sustainable
development.

Implementing the National Sustainable Development Strategy has become a priority for
policy action in the current Government Programme 2009-2012, the Ministry of Environment
and Forests having the responsibility for following up implementation of this strategy.

Currently, the National Institute of Statistics conducted a project in collaboration with the
Ministry of Environment and Forests within a FEurostat grant (Agreement No.
50202.2008.002-2008.417). The aim of this project is to develop a set of national sustainable
development indicators to monitor the objectives of the NSDS. This will also build a system
for creating an institutional mechanism for monitoring, reporting and updating the NSDS,
whose structures are in building up phase.

The report was draw up based on the contributions to the five themes of the current CSD
cycle: Chemicals, Mining, Transport, Waste Management, Sustainable Consumption and
Production within the departments of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, the National
Environmental Protection Agency, the National Agency for Mineral Resources, the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Business Environment, the Ministry of Transports and Infrastructure,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.
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1. CHEMICALS

Assessment of chemical risks

Chemicals are a factual presence in modern economies and societies but can pose risks for the
environment and human health if not carefully managed, and all stakeholders are involved in
the sound management of them. Romania is committed to the goal set by the World Summit
of Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002 that, chemicals should be used and
produced in a way that minimize significant adverse effects on the environment and human
health. The diversity and potential consequences of using chemicals make sound chemicals
management a key cross-cutting issue for sustainable development. Romania, as EU member
had set as priority the implementation of UE legislation in the field of chemicals.

Mechanisms for systematic evaluation, classification, and labelling of chemicals

Before joining the UE the institution responsible for chemicals was the National Agency for
Dangerous Substances and Preparations and some activities have been developed regarding
restricting the use, manufacture and placing on the market of dangerous chemicals, such as
POPs, chemicals in paints, chemicals in electronic and electrical equipments based on
national legislative frame which had mirrored the UE legislation. (Government Decision No.
347/2003, Government Decision No .992/2005, Government Decision No. 735/2006).

Romania became the member of the European Union on 1 January 2007 and aiming to have
an efficient structure for chemicals management and reduced number of agencies, the
National Agency for Dangerous Substances and Preparations was undertaken by National
Environmental Protection Agency and National Environmental Guard.

The following EU legislation was implemented for the environment and health protection
with regard to the evaluation, classification and labelling of chemicals:

e The Council of the European Union Directive 67/548/EEC of 27 June 1967 on the
approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions relating to the
classification, packaging and labelling of dangerous substances

e European Union Directive 1999/45/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 31 May 1999 concerning the approximation of the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions of the Member States relating to the classification,
packaging and labelling of dangerous preparations

The requirements have been implemented in the national legislation.

The “REACH Age” defined by Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation,
Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing a European Chemicals
Agency, amending Directive 1999/45/EC and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93
and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/94 as well as Council Directive 76/769/EEC and
Commission Directives 91/155/EEC, 93/67/EEC, 93/105/EC and 2000/21/EC) provides
several measures regarding evaluation of chemicals, substances and mixtures.



Our REACH and CLP Competent Authorities have been appointed from environmental
protection authorities, human health authority, and consumer protection authority. Application
of this regulation required the competent authorities to perform tasks specified in the
regulation, enforcement provisions and penalties applicable for infringement in order to
assure a high level of protection to human and environment. Our REACH and CLP experts
are participating into the works of special committees of European Agency in the procedures
of classification, evaluation, authorization, restriction of chemicals.

During the period 2010 - 2015, in Romania, as UE Member State, provisions of Directives
and Regulation mentioned above will apply.

In 2015 Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16
December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures,
amending and repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and amending Regulation
(EC) No 1907/2006 will be the only reglementation regarding classification, labelling and
packaging of substances and mixtures in UE.

Taking into consideration the fact that CLP Regulation is linked to REACH regulation the
helpdesk activities are performed through a national Helpdesk and a dedicated web site in the
structure of NEPA.

At national level there are procedures referring to authorization of biocides, fertilizers and
pesticides for placing on the internal market. The Commissions are based on collaboration of
agriculture, environment and health authorities.

The National Commission for homologation of plant protection products is functioning at
agriculture authority, and in 2008 issued 104 certifications for products into national
procedure implementing Directive 91/414 regarding placing on the market of plant protection
products. The Inter-ministerial Commission for authorization of fertilizers is functioning at
agriculture authority.

The National Commission for biocide products is functioning at health authority, and issued
244 certificates for year 2008, in conformity with Directive 98/8 regarding placing on the
market of biocides

Participation in international and regional initiatives

The cooperation with OECD has a special place in Romanian activities, our experts
participated as observers in the work of working groups for evaluation of substances and good
laboratory practices.

Romania ratified the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade in 2003, approved by Law
n0.91 2003, and was deeply involved in the activities as Vice-President at The fourth meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

In 2008, in the area of import export of restricted chemicals new provisions are applying
through Regulation EC n0.689 of European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008
concerning the export and import of dangerous chemicals.
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In 2008 Romanian DNA issued 2 export authorizations and 2 import authorizations under the
PIC Procedure. Also the PIC inventory of importers and exporters was updated.

Exported substances were 361.47 kg and imported preparations 33,108 tone, with 20.098
active substance (diazinon) under Regulation EC no, 689/2008, general trend for restricted
substances being to diminish the circulation on the market.

Romania ratified the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants by Law no
261/2004, and made sustained efforts for the implementation of the obligations assumed
through ratification. In this sense the first step was the development of the National
Implementation Plan for Stockholm Convention with GEF and UNIDO support. Romania
submitted the National Implementation Plan to the Secretariat in April 2006. The National
Implementation Plan was adopted by the Governmental Decision no 1497/2008.

At national level, with UNIDO support, some activities were organized such as Workshop on
“POPs destruction technologies and decision support tools for their assessment and selection”,
held in Mahmudia, Tulcea County, in 2006 and the ongoing project ’’Disposal of PCBs
wastes in Romania’’, which started in 2007, taking into consideration the fact that The
National Implementation Plan (NIP) for the Stockholm Convention for Romania identified the
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) issues as one of the top priorities requiring immediate
attention and action. Through TAIEX and Twinning Project systems some activities were
developed with the aim to share information related to the various implementation issues such
as: reporting requirements, national implementation plans, methodologies of the inventories
elaboration, modalities of disposal and recovery of the waste consisting of, containing or
contaminated by POPs, measures to reduce, minimise or eliminate the production, use and
release of persistent organic pollutants, effect of POPs over the human health and
environment.

At regional level, in 2009, Romania, with UNIDO support, officially launched the “Regional
BAT and BEP Forum for Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia (CEECCA)
to Promote Strategies to Reduce or Eliminate Unintentionally Produced POPs from Industry”.
For 2 years period Romania has the Chairmanship of the Forum being assisted by two Co-
chairs, Armenia and Sweden.

The Forum is focused on providing technical assistance to developing countries and countries
with economies in transition in order to fully enable implementing the BAT/BEP related
provisions, mentioned in the Article 5 of the Stockholm Convention on persistent organic
pollutants.

The scope of the activities foreseen within the Plan of Action of the Forum is to strengthen the
capacities of the CEECCA countries to enable facilitation of transfer of environmentally
sound technologies including or taking into account the increased use of local and traditional
knowledge and techniques in the industrial sector in the region.

Since 2007, when Romania became a Member State to the European Union also the
provisions of Regulation (EC) no 850/2004 on persistent organic pollutants were applied at
national level. In order to create the infrastructure for the implementation of Regulation
provisions was adopted the Governmental Decision no 561/2008 on establishment of



measures for the implementation of Regulation (EC) no 850/2004 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on persistent organic pollutants and amending Directive
79/117/CEE.

Romania also ratified the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP)
by Law no 8/1991 and the Protocol on persistent organic pollutants by Law no 271/2003. As
Party of CLRTAP, Romania reports every two years to the Secretariat on the strategies and
policies for the abatement of air pollution. Romania ratified Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer, adopted in 1985 in Vienna, The Montreal Protocol that
Deplete the Ozone Layer adopted in Montreal in 1987 and its Amendments adopted in
London (1993), Copenhagen (in 2001), Montreal (in 2001) and Beijing (in 2004). This
emphasizes the Romanian Government’s strong commitment to take the necessary measures
to protect the ozone layer.

Romania is also applying the provisions of Convention ILO 170 on Safety at work place
through the competent authority for labour.

Strategies for exposure assessment and environmental monitoring and improvement in
procedures for using toxicological and epidemiological data to predict and estimate the
effects of chemicals on human health and the environment are shortly presented bellow.

The Annual report on Environment on Romania with specific data on dangerous substances
which uses implies a risk to environment is located on NEPA web site.

NEPA is responsible for Detergents monitoring at national level and has made an inventory
regarding placing on the market of detergents under Regulation EC no.648 2004 on
detergents. An inventory realized in 2007, showed a number of 80 importers, manufacturer or
users and 8.5 tonnes of detergents.

Improvement in procedures for using toxicological and epidemiological data to predict and
estimate the effects of chemicals on human health and the environment is based on
implementing the Directives and Regulation and cooperation between health and environment
authorities.

Information exchange and cooperation, data-quality assurance, application of assessment
criteria, and linkages to risk management activities

Information on health and safety of chemicals in support of risk reduction and decision
making are available on the ministries web sites (PRTR, legislation, reports, studies, guidance
and codes), cleaner production information (facilities to be close ). A new instrument for
information on chemicals provided for industry is National HELPDESK on REACH and CLP
Regulations as previous mentioned.

During 2008 a lot of meetings with industry were taken place, such as workshops and
conferences having as subject the preregistration procedures under REACH.

The Aarhus Convention (Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of
28 January 2003 on public access to environmental information) states in Article 7 (1) that
each Contracting Party shall develop an integrated register of pollutants emitted and
transferred to Community (European PRTR) as a publicly accessible electronic database.
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At European Community level was launched the European E-PRTR register website that
contains also the data reported by Romania in 2007. Link can be accessed at
http://prtr.ec.europa.eu .

Romania is applying the provisions of Regulation (EC) no. 166/2006 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European
Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and
96/61/EC adopted at 18 January 2006, called EPRTR Regulation and established the national
Register which is located on NEPA website: www.anpm.ro.

Sound management of toxic chemicals

Progress within the larger framework of Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM)

During ICCM 1 in Dubai, in 2006 and all period nowadays, Romania acted and is continuing
its activities for implementing Strategic Approach objectives, acting as vice president of
ICCM1 and as Regional focal point for CEE region in the interssesional period to ICCM2.

We are committed to implement those activities as specified on Global plan of action and the
Overarching Policy Strategy, and pledged to work in partnership with all stakeholders to
achieve chemical safety, to achieve the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 2020 goal and
the objectives set forth in the Strategic Approach, and in so doing to assist in fighting poverty,
protecting vulnerable groups, and advancing public health and human security.

Romania is reviewing the National Chemicals Management Profiles, as first step towards
developing and implementing SAICM National Implementation Plan.

All activities are developed through an inter-ministerial coordination and cooperation
mechanism with an effective national stakeholder’s participation.

Besides having financial contribution to ICCM 2 organization, Romania is trying to support
activities to enable initial capacity building and implementation in developing countries, least
developed countries, Small Island Developing States and countries with economies in
transition being contributor to Quick Start Programme (QSP) in response to the ICCM
invitation to Governments to contribute to the QSP.

Reporting Questionnaire for Romania at ICCM 2 is available on web site www.saicm.org

We are interested to contribute to the development of the emerging policy issues stated by
ICCM2 especially on Chemicals in products, nonmaterial, and lead in paints.

Risk reduction, particularly taking in to account the life cycle of the chemicals in EU is
governed by the REACH regulation.

Romania follows the EU procedures. During the restriction (Annex XV restriction) and
authorization procedure the assessment of the identified restriction and other risk management
options and the assessment of effects on human health and the environment are developed.

Substance evaluation aims to clarify any grounds for considering that a substance constitutes a
risk to human health or the environment. The general substance evaluation process, the



compilation of the Community rolling action plan (Article 44) and the allocation of
substances between the Member States (Article 45 procedure) are the steps to risk reduction.

For the performance of a substance evaluation the Agency relies on MS-CAs. Substance
evaluation is not a standalone process. Information obtained from the evaluation process
should be considered for identification of substances of very high concern (Article 59(3)),
restriction (Article 69(4)) and harmonised classification and labelling (Article 115(1))
procedures. In certain cases it may however be more appropriate to use the information for
risk management procedures under other Community legislation

Additionally, regarding asbestos uses since 2007 it was banned the trade and use of it.

Policy measures to phase out chemicals that pose unreasonable and unmanageable risk to
human health and human environment.

Until 1% of January 2008, Romania was classified as Art. 5 Party, developing country, in
accordance with the Montreal Protocol, after this date Romania changed her status. Due to the
accession to the European Union Romania was reclassified as Art. 2 party, developed country.
As a developing country Romania had the possibility to access money for the implementation
of ODS (ozone depleting substances) phase-out project from the Multilateral Fund for the
Implementation of Montreal Protocol.

In order to align to the requirements of the Montreal Protocol and its amendments and the EU
legislation Romania up-dated the Country Programme in 2003, this was needed to:
» Assess feed-back gained to date on the implementation of the National Action Plan for
the phase out of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS), elaborated in 1995

» Identify what additional measures might be needed to ensure the phase out of the
remaining ODS consumption in Romania, and with priority for the period 2003 - 2006

» Up-date the National Action Plan to reflect the latest Amendments to the Montreal
Protocol;

» Update information pertaining to ODS importers, exporters, producers and users in
Romania

» To obtain financial assistance from Multilateral Fund for the implementation of
Montreal Protocol

Based on the information obtained the following projects have been identified by the Country
Programme Update, approved by a Governmental Decision no. 58/2004 as the National ODS

TR EER, SRR SR 480

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 16232




