UGANDA

The Measure
of a Land




The Measure of a Land



KAISUN

Research and Information Services of Namibia
PO Box 1405, Windhoek, Namibia
www.raison.com.na

Copyright © cover design: Benjamin Drummond

Copyright © front and back cover photos: Benjamin Drummond

Copyright © text: RAISON 2014

Copyright © maps and graphics: RAISON 2014

Copyright © photographs and satellite images: sources and individual
photographers listed on page 46

VITAL SIGNS IS AN INTEGRATED MONITORING SYSTEM FOR
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES IN AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES

VITALSIGNS.ORG

ISBN 978-0-9915070-2-3

This work is supported by grant OPPGD943 from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation to Conservation International. Vital Signs is led by
Conservation International in partnership with the Earth Institute,
Columbia University and the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research in South Africa.






VOrd

1ow as Uganda sits on the

:d in the heart of Africa. Its

sh biodiversity, and cool climate
yorted farming communities
ties, and these natural

e positioned it to emerge
eadbasket for East Africa.

the beauty of the land, in 1908
wirchill described Uganda as the
. Today the Ugandan landscape
e an example of natural
ecosystem services that help
iidly growing population.

lans depend a great deal
isystems to support their
iny of these landscapes are
raded or used unsustainably.
drivers of degradation include
:rsion, the loss of soil nutrients,
demand for food, water and
tion, poorly planned agricultural
:an have detrimental impacts
5 and their services. This in
tionally affects the poorest
10se who depend most directly
ources for their livelihoods.

ire major challenges to
1ey highlight the need for

tinn and mnra clictainahla

and its ability to remain resilient in the face
of disturbances and shocks like climate
change, and its increasing population.

The Government and the people of

Uganda are aware of these challenges

and the need to preserve the wealth and
richness of the land. Through its Ministries,
the Government is beginning to pursue
sustainable management and development
of Uganda's resources and the ecosystem
services that support its people.

Uganda - The Measure of a Land will help
leaders achieve these goals, providing them
with integrated information on the landscape,
climate, demography, ecosystem services
and livelihoods of Uganda. It describes in
detail the current status of ecosystems and
livelihoods, and sets a benchmark against
which we can be held accountable by

future generations for the preservation of
our soils, water, forests and biodiversity.

The drum is therefore sounded to ensure
the sustainability and beauty of our

land. | commend Uganda - The Measure
of a Land for describing in detail the
richness of Uganda's ecosystems and the
livelihoods of those who depend on them.
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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA IN BRIEF

Geographical extent

Frontiers with

Recent history

Administration

Population

Gross Domestic Product
Contribution to GDP

Exports

Covers 241,550 square kilometres of which 17%, or 41,100 squa
water or wetland, principally Lakes Victoria, Kyoga, Albert and g
200,500 square kilometres of land area, about 50% is cleared fq
and woodland, 18% is savanna grassland and 8% is swamps anqg

Democratic Republic of the Congo (west), South Sudan (north),
and Tanzania (south).

Previously a British colony; became independent in 1962. Coups|
stable government under one President since 1986.

Multi-party democracy since 2005, with a single parliamentary
legislation. The President is the head of state, government and
there were 4 regions and 112 districts. Each district is administe
council and chairperson. Kampala is the capital.

24.2 million in 2002, 34.9 million in 2014. 82% in rural and 18% i
2014, population growth rate 3.2% between 1995 and 2014. Tot
6.2 children per woman in 2011, infant mortality rate 54 deaths
births, and under 5 mortality rate 90 deaths per 1,000 live birth

US$54.37 billion in 2013, and US$1,500 per capita in 2013; gro
In 2013/2014: services 45.4%; industry 26.3%; agriculture 22.2%

US$2.408 billion in 2013. Main exports: coffee, petroleum prod
products, tobacco, cement, tea, animal and vegetable fats and g
partners: Kenya, Democratic Republic of the Congo, South Suda

US$5.871 billion in 2013. Main imports: capital equipment, vehig
supplies, cereals. Main import partners: India, European Union, (
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