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Foreword

At Rio+20 in 2012, heads of State called for “protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic 
and social development”.

This statement was a recognition that we need to use natural resources efficiently if we want to achieve and 
maintain our economic and social development goals, especially poverty eradication.  Today, natural resources 
are often used inefficiently and indiscriminately in both industrialized and developing countries because 
environmental impacts are externalized. The current development paradigm focuses mainly on monetary 
growth, with a mentality towards resource use as out-of-sight, out-of-mind, that assumes resources will always 
be abundant and that there is no cost for disposal and contamination.

Understanding how efficiently we use natural resources is a vital step for designing policies to tackle inefficiencies. 
Indicators play a critical role for policy makers and stakeholders.  Over the past three years, the Asia Pacific 
region has been engaged in a consultative and science-based process to develop a framework of indicators to 
measure and monitor resource use and understand how it contributes to economic and social development.  
At the request of governments and other stakeholders, and with the support of the European Union-funded 
SWITCH-Asia Regional Policy Support Component, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
Australia’s national science agency CSIRO, and the Asia Pacific Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption 
and Production launched a process to develop science-based indicators that come to fruition through the 
publication of this report.

This report paints a clear picture of the path taken by the countries in the region over the past 40 years in 
their resource use.  Today, the region dominates global resource use, comprising more than 50 per cent and 
consumption is rapidly rising as economies grow, infrastructure is built and the middle class expands.  But even 
accounting for economic growth, resource efficiency in the region lags far behind the rest of the world, and 
varies dramatically between countries.  As an illustration, developing countries in the region use an average of 
5kg of resources for every dollar they produce, ten times that used by industrialized countries.  This begs the 
question of where we should seek the fastest and best improvements in efficiency and where the Asia Pacific 
region can find the “low-hanging fruit” to achieve resource efficiency in this high-tech age.

The report and the datasets on which it is based are invaluable tools for countries as they develop their 
systems and processes for implementing and reporting on the post-2015 development agenda and the new 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Resource efficiency and secure access to natural resources and food 
feature prominently in the proposed SDGs: 13 of the 17 goals refer to the need to sustainably manage natural 
resources.

As a next step, UNEP will integrate the dataset of 118 indicators into UNEP Live so that it is publicly available.  
UNEP will also work directly with countries to support national processes to measure progress on resource 
efficiency and to integrate this vital data into the relevant policy processes including the SDGs.

I would like to thank the CSIRO and the Asia Pacific Roundtable on SCP for their substantive support in 
developing this report.  The report provides the science to drive policies that will help us respond effectively to 
resource challenges and chart a more resource efficient development pathway.

Achim Steiner
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
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