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�is report is a response to a request by the United Nations General Assembly for a periodic assessment 
of progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  It was jointly prepared by the League 
of Arab States, the United Nations organizations members of the Regional Coordination Mechanism 
(RCM) and the Regional United Nations Development Group for the Arab States, and coordinated 
by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).  �e members of the thematic 
working group on MDGs within RCM are listed below.  A number of outside expert advisors and focal 
points in the ministries of social a�airs of the 22 Arab countries also contributed to the report.  �is 
publication is based on a set of data compiled by ESCWA in consultation with the member countries 
of the League of Arab States.  Data are drawn from both national and international sources, mainly the 
United Nations Statistics Division Millennium Development Goals Indicators database.

For a relevant analysis of MDGs, the League of Arab States and the United Nations have agreed on the 
following regional classi�cation of Arab countries: the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of  the Gulf  
(GCC): Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates; the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs): the Comoros, Djibouti, Mauritania, Somalia, the Sudan and Yemen; Maghreb: Algeria, 
Libya, Morocco and Tunisia; Mashreq: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and the Syrian Arab 
Republic.

LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES (Social Sector) 
&
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (Convener of the �ematic Working Group on MDGs)
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON HIV/AIDS
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
UNITED NATIONS ENTITY FOR GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

The Thematic Working Group gratefully acknowledges the reviews and feedback of Ali Abdel Gader (Research Professor, Doha Institute), Heba El Laithy 
(Professor, Cairo University) and Ghaith Fariz (Director of the Arab Knowledge Report, United Nations Development Programme) on an earlier draft of this 
report. The report and related documents including country-level data and the national MDG reports are available from http://web.escwa.un.org/sites/arabmdg13/.
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Foreword

�e Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – a strong global commitment to human development 
made by Heads of State and Government in the year 2000 – envisaged a ��een-year timeframe to achieve 
ambitious development targets to improve the lives of all.  Arab countries rea�rmed their commitment 
to these goals in resolutions adopted at the Arab developmental summits (Kuwait 2009, Sharm Al-
Sheikh 2011 and Riyadh 2013), and through e�orts made by the Arab Social A�airs Council and other 
Arab specialized ministerial councils and organizations. 

Today, we are rapidly approaching the MDG endpoint of 2015.  Countries in all regions have made 
great strides towards achieving the goals.  In the Arab region, much has been achieved, especially in 
access to education and health services, but much remains to be done. 

�e Fourth Arab Report on the Millennium Development Goals 2013 highlights the progress made 
by Arab countries in achieving MDGs since 1990 and underlines ongoing development challenges 
which should be addressed in any post-2015 development framework. �e report also suggests a new 
development paradigm beyond 2015.

Development in the Arab region cannot be addressed separately from regional realities. With the 
continued Israeli occupation of Palestine, the region is su�ering from the only remaining occupation in 
modern history. Con�ict and instability in the Arab region also continue to take their toll on economic, 
social and political life.  

�is report was prepared during a period marked with signi�cant political and social change. A post-
2015 development agenda will only be meaningful if it echoes the rallying calls of millions of Arabs for 
freedom, dignity and social justice. Notwithstanding the daunting challenges, there are ample reasons 
for hope. �e region has resources and potential, not least of which is the tremendous wealth of youth 
and will that was recently manifested in the streets.  If harnessed properly, this force can be an engine for 
change to build sound economies and resilient societies and nations.

An inclusive and sustainable post-2015 development agenda should address speci�c subregional 
and subnational inequalities. Arab countries have a strong incentive to work towards integration.  Less 
vulnerability to external factors can only be realized through intraregional joint action to face collective 
challenges. �is should be grounded in a strong political will to share both strengths and weaknesses, to 
minimize burdens and maximize opportunities, to turn contradictions into areas of complementarity 
and e�ective integration potentials.   

To achieve equitable human development, there must be an inclusive and balanced approach addressing 
economic, social, environmental and political dimensions. Furthermore, as highlighted by the global 
United Nations report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, policies and actions have to serve not only the quantitative acceleration of development 
progress, but also the enhancement of its quality. Any regional post-2015 development agenda must also 
pay attention to the special needs and circumstances of Arab LDCs.

�is report contains detailed information on where the Arab region stands today in terms of achieving 
MDGs. It is our sincere hope that it will be a useful reference as we look for a better future for all in the 
Arab region.

Rima Khalaf
Executive Secretary of ESCWA 

Chair of the United Nations Regional 
Coordination Mechanism for Arab States

Nabil Al-Arabi 
Secretary General 
of the League of 

Arab States 
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Sima Bahous
Chair of the United Nations 

Development Group for 
Arab States





Foreword
Abbreviations and acronyms
Overview 

Part I. MDG Performance in the Arab Region
Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
Goal 5: Improve maternal health
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development
Overall assessment of MDGs: Signi�cant gains, persistent challenges 

Part II. Towards a Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Annex  
 Technical notes

References

Endnotes

List of Tables
1-1. Undernourished people in the nine most a�ected Arab countries
1-2. MDGI for selected indicators, 1990-2011

List of Figures
I-1. Incidence of extreme poverty, based on the international poverty line
 of US$1.25 a day
I.2. Incidence of poverty based on national poverty lines
I-3. Poverty rates for the Arab region and developing regions across a range
 of poverty lines, in 2005 PPP, 2000-2009 
I-4. Poverty incidence across developing regions, 1990s and 2000s,
 regression-based method 
I-5. Total and rural poverty incidence and GDP per capita in Egypt, 2000-2008
I-6. Gini index of inequality 
I-7. Average annual growth of per capita real GDP, and household consumption
 expenditure according to national accounts and household surveys,
 percentage, 1990-2011 
I-8. Ratio of household expenditure from surveys to household expenditure
 from national accounts 
I-9. Rural-urban MPI ratio 
I-10. Labour force and employment 
I-11. Employment-to-population ratio

iii
ix
xi

1
3

17
22
26
30
33
35
39
49

53

72
72

75

85

14
51

3
4

4

5
6
6

7

8
8
9

10

Contents

CONTENTS    |    v



I-12. Total unemployment rates
I-13. Working poor as share of total employment
I-14. Vulnerable employment
I-15. Average annual labour productivity growth
I-16. Prevalence of undernourishment
I-17. Moderately or severely underweight children under the age of five
I-18. Stunted children under the age of five
I-19. Primary net enrolment rates
I-20. Gross intake rate to the last grade of primary school
I-21. Pre-primary education gross enrolment ratio
I-22. TIMSS results for participating Arab countries, 2011
I-23. Inequality in education
I-24. Literacy rates of youth aged 15-24 years old
I-25. Public expenditure on education as a percentage of GDP, 1965-2010
I-26. Gender Parity Index
I-27. Women in the Sudan aged 20-49 years and married before the age of 18, 2010 
I-28. Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector
I-29. Seats held by women in national parliaments
I-30. Child and infant mortality rates
I-31. Average annual reduction in under-five mortality rates
I-32. Under-five mortality
I-33. Neonatal mortality per 1,000 live births 
I-34. Probability at birth of not surviving to age 40, as a percentage of the cohort
I-35. One-year-old children immunized against measles 
I-36. Causes of death among children under five in the Arab region, 2010 
I-37. Maternal mortality ratio per 100,000 live births 
I-38. Average annual reduction rate in maternal mortality 
I-39. Progress in maternal health 
I-40. Maternal care for the richest and poorest quintiles in selected Arab countries,
 2006-2008 
I-41. Adolescent birth rate and contraceptive use
I-42. HIV incidence and treatment 
I-43. Tuberculosis rates 
I-44. CO2 emissions 
I-45. Terrestrial and marine protected areas as a percentage of total territorial area 
I-46. Consumption of all ozone-depleting substances in ODP 
I-47. Access to improved drinking-water sources and sanitation facilities
I-48. Urban slum population as a percentage of total urban residents
I-49. Proportion of total imports of developed economies from Arab countries,
 by value, admitted free of duty, for all product categories excluding arms   
 and oil 
I-50. MFN tariffs imposed by developed economies on agricultural, clothing and   
 textiles exports from Arab countries
I-51. Preferential tariffs imposed by developed economies on agricultural, clothing   
 and textiles exports from Arab countries 
I-52. Exports of goods and services 
I-53. Current account balance, percentage of GDP

vi    |    THE ARAB MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS REPORT

11
11
12
13
13
15
16
17
18
18
19
20
20
21
22
23
23
24
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
30
31
31

32
32
33
34
35
36
36
38
38

39

40

40
40
41



CONTENTS    |    vii

I-54. Net ODA received by Arab countries, in constant 2010 US$ 
I-55. Net ODA per capita received by Arab countries, in constant 2010 US$, 2009-2011 
I-56. ODA distribution among economic and social sectors 
I-57. Proportion of untied ODA 
I-58. ODA by Arab donors as a percentage of DAC and non-DAC ODA
I-59. ODA by Arab donors and DAC ODA as a percentage of GNI
I-60. General government gross debt
I-61. General government net lending/borrowing
I-62. IMF general government gross debt projections as a percentage of GDP,   
 and percentage point di�erence in projections 
I-63. Under-�ve mortality rates per 1,000 live births versus general government net
 lending/borrowing as a percentage of GDP, average 2008-2013
I-64. ICT uptake and trends 
I-65. MDG performance in Arab countries 
II-1. �e resource governance index 
II-2. GDP per capita in 1950 against 2010 
II-3. Average of GDP growth rates, 1990-2011 
II-4. Per capita income and voice and accountability 
II-5. GDP per capita and voice and accountability: Shi�ing trend line 
II-6. GDP per capita and voice and accountability: Dynamic picture
II-7. Decline of real GDP growth in countries in transition and con�ict 
II-8. Dwindling �scal balance of countries in transition and con�ict 
 as a percentage of GDP

List of Boxes
1-1. Egypt: �e paradox of strong economic growth and more poverty
1-2. �e devastating nexus of con�ict and drought in Somalia
1-3. Undernourished children in con�ict-stricken countries: Refugee camps
1-4. Creating opportunities for women in politics 
1-5. In Yemen, water supplies fall far short of demand 
1-6. Removing barriers to women’s access to ICT 
2-1. �e lead-up to the Post-2015 United Nations Development Agenda 
2-2. Rentier economies of the Arab countries
2-3. Bearing the brunt of transition and con�ict 
 

42
42
43
43
44
44
45
46

46

47
48
50
57
58
59
59
60
60
61

61

6
15
16
25
37
48
55
57
61

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_8965


