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This Assessment of Assessments  (AoA)  is a contribution  to  the EfE Mid‐
term  Review  within  efforts  toward  SEIS  by  the  EEA,  UNECE  and  their 
partners. It is commissioned by UNECE to  assess  the state of play in the 
environmental  reporting,  indicators  and  statistics  on    Biodiversity,  Air, 
Climate Change and Wastes  in selected EECCA countries,  inviting CAREC 
and REC Moldova to implement the activity in use of the Astana European 
Assessment of Assessments’ Methodology    and  relevant web  tools  and 
facilities  at  the  EEA  EE‐AoA  web‐portal.  CAREC  developed  it  in 
cooperation  with  the Ministry  of  Environmental  Protection  (MoEP)  of 
Kazakhstan  and  the  State  Agency  on  Environmental  Protection  and 
Forestry  (SAEPF) of Kyrgyzstan and with substantial contributions of  the 
group  of  national  experts  from  two  countries.  The  Government  of 
Switzerland has granted funds to CAREC to develop this AoA.   
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EXECUTIVE	SUMMARY	

Present Assessment of Assessments (AoA) report for Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan on Air, 
Biodiversity, Climate Change and Wastes is produced by the Regional Environmental Centre for 
Central Asia (CAREC). It was commissioned under the auspices of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe Working Group in Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessments (UNECE WGEMA). The Government of Switzerland provided funding to CAREC 
for development of this report. 

This AoA report assesses the state of play in the environmental data, statistics and reporting in 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan on the above thematic areas and assesses the use of UNECE set of 
environmental indicators for countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia and their 
substantial relevance to the frameworks and sub-topics used for assessing said thematic areas in 
member countries of the European Environmental Agency (EEA). 

It was prepared in consultations with the EEA and in use of the Assessment of Assessments’ 
Methodology1 along with web tools2 specially designed and developed by EEA for the Europe’s 
Environment: Assessment of Assessments3, which was one of the key products of 7th 
Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference in Astana in 2011 (Astana Conference).  

Strong interest of the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Kazakhstan (MoEP) and of the 
State Agency of Environmental Protection and Forestry of Kyrgyzstan (SAEPF) to exercise this 
AoA is to be emphasised and welcomed. This is a commitment of two countries to implement 
Astana Ministerial Declaration 4, which states that AoA clearly demonstrates linkages and 
gaps between the challenges that exist and the means to evaluate and address them. It 
confirms willingness of two countries to keep their environment under review and assessed. 
Moreover, results of this AoA show gaps to be effectively addressed through the cooperation and 
efforts toward development of the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) as it is also 
stated in the Astana Ministerial Declaration. 

 

Post Astana progress in implementing EE-AoA recommendations  

In the Central Asian component5 of the EE-AoA the set of country specific recommendations 
was developed and approved by all Central Asian countries. There were numerous 
recommendations for Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan as well. 

Since EE-AoA was dedicated to two major topics: - the greening economy/resource efficiency 
and water and water related ecosystems, there were specific recommendations related to these 
topics.  

Both countries did not do much practically in introduction of specific country reports on the state 
of water resources and greening the economy yet. There is an intention in both countries to 
introduce the set of green economy indicators and during the national consultations, discussing 
the outcomes of this AoA, the Agency of Statistics of Kazakhstan and the National Statistics 
                                                 
1 The EE-AoA Guide at http://aoa.ew.eea.europa.eu/  
2 http://aoa.ew.eea.europa.eu/ 
3 http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/europes-environment-aoa 
4 http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2011/ece/ece.astana.conf.2011.2.add.1.e.pdf 
5 http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/regions/pan-european/sub-regional-assessment-of-assessment-reports, Central 
Asia 
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Committee of Kyrgyzstan both stated the need in assistance to develop the national sets of green 
economy indicators. 

There is certain post-Astana progress with environmental statistics in Kazakhstan through annual 
statistical publications “ Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development” in use of the 
UNECE set of environmental indicators for EECCA countries. While, there is no much progress 
with environmental statistics in Kyrgyzstan yet.  

It was recommended to Kazakhstan in the EE-AoA to improve the state of environment 
reporting. Kazakhstan has produced the last annual report in 2011 and since then, country is still 
in the process to introduce the new state of environment reporting.  

Kyrgyzstan was recommended to revive regular publication of the state of environment reports 
and to consider its national funding. Kyrgyzstan in 2012 has produced a new state of 
environment report in use of UNECE Guidelines on indicator based environmental reporting6  
and through the relevant Governmental Resolution has ensured the national funding for regular 
publication of them. 

Both countries were recommended to explore opportunities for cooperation with European 
Environmental Agency and other relevant institutions to establish SEIS. There is a new EU 
project in Central Asia on Forest and Biodiversity Governance including Environmental 
Monitoring (FLERMONECA), which gives an opportunity for Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan to 
benefit from the EEA guided cooperation and activities on SEIS in coming two years.  

EE-AoA is specifically mentioned the use of the official development aid (ODA) for 
environmental reporting by Central Asian countries. Kazakhstan is less ODA dependent country 
in Central Asia and it continues and even expanding nationally funded environmental reporting. 
Meanwhile, Kyrgyzstan is still very much dependent of ODA funding for environmental 
reporting, which influences its regularity and ownership over the reporting processes and their 
products.   

 

SEIS related country situations  

Present AoA reviews country practices of environmental data gathering and aggregation, 
national statistics, set of indicators and their use in reporting to Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEA) in assessed thematic areas and in the national state of environment reports 
(NSoER).  

Kazakhstan  

There is a gradual progress in organising and supply of data and information for NSoER and 
reports to MEAs through improvement of the environmental monitoring and relevant data 
reporting as well as through improvement of the national environmental statistics.  

Regular national statistical publications on environment of post Astana period are the growing 
and improving sources of data for assessments in considered thematic areas. This also goes to 
regular publications of the environmental monitoring data in Kazakhstan.  
                                                 
6 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/europe/monitoring/Publications/Indicators_Assessment/documents/Publi
cation.Indicators___Reporting._ECE-CEP-140_Eng_final.pdf 
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