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The state of the environment is not a snapshot at any given point of time but 
rather a concept which aggregates the various changes, trends and interactions 
in the natural world. It is not always unambiguous: these developments may be 
interpreted in a variety of ways and whether the situation is construed as good 
or bad largely depends on the point of view and values of the interpreter.

The indicators selected for this report allow you to assess the state of  
the environment from your own perspective. The report covers not only 
emissions and waste volumes, but also a wide range of current topics from 
organic farming to mines and phosphogypsum stacks.

We have used three types of smiley faces in our assessment of the various 
indicator trends. A happy, sad or neutral expression indicates the long and short 
term direction of the indicators as well as performance against set targets.
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FOR E WOR D

This report presents key indicators for the assessment of the current state of the environ-
ment in Finland, future trends and the adequacy of the current conservation measures.

Although the causes of most environmental problems are global, the consequences are 
experienced locally. In parallel with this national report, the regional Centres for Economic 
Development, Transport and the Environment (ELY Centres) are publishing their own 
regional environment reviews. Both types of report are published at approximately 4-year 
intervals. Most up-to-date information is available in the environment.fi website.

The EU Directive on Public Access to Environmental Information calls for member states 
to provide their citizens with information on the state of the environment. This report is a 
response to that requirement.

The report was compiled and written in the Finnish Environment Institute. Indicators were 
selected and interpreted by Eija Putkuri, Matti Lindholm and Aino Peltonen, with Hanna 
Aho and Riina-Riikka Ahrelma helping with gathering of data. Data sources included 
environmental administration as well as other authorities and research institutes.

www.environment.fi/SOE 
Twitter: @Ymparistontila
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