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The Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of 

UNESCO



• Only intergovernmental 

organization mandated to promote 

marine science in all ocean basins

• Science, services, observations, 

data exchange and capacity 

development

• Foster sustainable development of 

the marine environment 

IOC: Building knowledge and capacities 

for sustainable ocean management



• Focal point for ocean 

observations, science, 

services and data 

exchange 

• Competent international 

organization for marine 

science (United Nations 

Convention on the Law 

of the Sea; UNCLOS)

IOC within United Nations
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 IOC was founded in 1960

 IOC has 148 Member States (2016)

 Our governing bodies are the General Assembly and the

Executive Council

 IOC staff is made by 62 people (42 at the headquarters

and 20 in the field) 

 IOC funds comes from the UNESCO regular budget, 

extrabudgetary incomes (contributions from member states

and donors) and from projects (e.g. GEF)

IOC figures
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Structure of the IOC Secretariat
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IOC Medium-Term Strategy

7



Some Areas are 

More Important

than Others

The Ocean is not homogeneous
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