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Regional (Nairobi Convention) actions to 
enable ABM and support SDG achievement 

• First Negotiated Draft Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management in Western Indian Ocean Region (September 2013) 

• Planning its investment in Blue Economy and MSP 
• Decision CP8/10: Blue and Ocean Economy (4) “To urge Contracting Parties 

to cooperate in improving the governance of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction, building on existing regional institutions including the Nairobi 
Convention and developing area based management tools such as marine 
spatial planning to promote the blue economy pathways in the Western 
Indian Ocean Region.” 

• Decision CP8/13: Enhancing Cooperation, Collaboration and Support with 
Partners (3) To invite all Contracting Parties and request the Secretariat to 
collaborate with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association and other partners on 
capacity building, implementation and sharing of experiences on integrated 
marine spatial planning in support of blue economy. 

(Reviews: Kelleher 2015; Celliers 2016) 

• Regional State of the Coast Report –  
• The Secretariat, jointly with the Contracting Parties, to prepare a Regional 

State of Coast Report every five years for consideration by the  Conference 
of the Parties. 

 



Environmental Management and Coordination Act 
2012 institutional basis (Section 55) for ICZM. Coastal 
Zone Management Action Plan (ICZM AP) for Kenya, 
2011-2015.  The National Environmental 
Management Agency (NEMA), prepared a State of the 
Coast report (2009) 

2013, no ICM specific policy framework in place.  
Some ad hoc coastal management in Mozambique 
(see Celliers, et al. 2013 for review). Strategy for 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management, 2007-2017 not 
approved 

ICM Act (No. 24 of 2008) requires National Coastal 
Management Programme (2015) requires State of the 
Coast (2016) and creates institutions Provincial 
Coastal Management Programmes as well as 
Municipal Coastal Management Programmes. 

The goal of ICM is to “improve the quality of life of human 
communities who depend on coastal resources while maintaining the 
biological diversity and productivity of coastal ecosystems” (GESAMP 
1996).  

Review: Coley and Torell (2000) & Celliers and Rosendo (2015)  



Why persist with and strengthen  
ICM to support SDGs? 

• The early and intentional agreement on investment in ICM 
(Tanzania and South on top) The ICM institutions and governance structure enables a 
process whereby science can become an important informant of coastal growth and 
development. 

• Regional political agreement on the importance of ICM even 
though implementation of ICM beyond policy formulation remains challenging. Moving 
beyond policy to actual management intervention will require substantial resources and 
knowledge-base. 

• Creates intuitions and legal frameworks, although other key enabling 
conditions are the more ethereal and uncontrollable issues such as political will and 
leadership. 

• ICM creates structure for coastal governance, in most cases a forum 
for interaction between a wide range of stakeholders, and a feedback mechanism for the 
expression of management needs and the connection of science with management. 



Terrestrial Planning ‘s origins 
and obvious home are on 
land.  Well established 
statutory frameworks (Jay 
2010) in most countries but 
also evolving over time (Kidd 
& Shaw 2015: 
• 50s: design-based view 

with planners as the 
experts determining ideal 
patterns of development  

• 60s: system-based 
approach to adopt an 
impartial rationalist 
position 

• 80/90s: communicative or 
negotiated rationality 

• Current: reconcile local 
stakeholders’ aspirations 
about a place with an 
evidence informed 
understanding of the 
needs of that place. 

Integrated Coastal (Zone) 
Management (ICM or ICZM) is 
seen as a potent and balanced 
planning and management 
process on the coast (Christie 
et al. 2005). Nominally initiated 
in the 70s but primarily kick-
started in the 90s  
Refers to several types of 
integration (Cicin-Sain, 1993): 
• Integration among sectors 
• Integration between land 

and water elements of the 
coastal zone 

• Integration among levels of 
government: Integration 
between nations 

• Integration among 
disciplines 

 
ICM paradigm/policy is 
principle-based but 
implementation is place-based 
 
 



When paradigms collide!* 

*(in a changing climate) 

The highly structured and legislated terrestrial planning processes 

predates ICM by at least  70-80 years 



Negotiated Coastal Overlay Zone 

– City of  Cape Town 

(Colenbrander et al. 2015) 

National Coastal Access 

Policy – South Africa (DEA, 

2015) 
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