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1 Background 
 
Guyana is a tropical country, situated on the north-eastern coast of the continent of South America 
between 1 degree and 9 degrees north latitudes, and 56 degrees and 62 degrees west longitudes. It 
is bounded on the north by the Atlantic Ocean, on the east by Suriname, on the south and southwest 
by Brazil and on the west by Venezuela.1 
 
Guyana is considered part of the Caribbean through its historic ties and is a member of the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Though located on the mainland, it is classified as a Small Island 
Developing State (SIDS) due to its low-lying coast.  The country has an area of 214,970 km2 and a 
multi-ethnic population of approximately 765,000.   
 
Four main natural geographic regions exist in the country: the Coastal Plain, the Hilly Sand and Clay 
Region, the Highland Region, and the Rupununi Savannahs. The Coastal Plain lies about 1.4 m below 
mean high tide level and is protected by natural and man-made sea defences. It is 430 km long and 
varies in width from 5 to 40 km. Most of the population resides on the coastal plain which consists 
of the most fertile lands in the country.2 
 
Guyana is well endowed with natural resources including fertile agricultural lands, diverse mineral 
deposits, and an abundance of tropical rain forests.  The agriculture sector (mainly sugar and rice), 
for which 95% is concentrated on the coast, is one of the most important sectors to the economy, 
both in terms of foreign exchange generation and the number of persons employed accounting for 
35% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2004. Mining (gold, diamond and bauxite) and 
forestry also contribute significantly to the GDP which has continued to grow over the last decade.3 
 
Guyana’s climate has traditionally been uniform and characterised by high temperatures, humidity 
and heavy rainfall with temperatures along the coast of an average high of 32oC and a low of 24oC; 
humidity is around 70% year round and rainfall averaging 250 cm annually with two rainy seasons 
on the coast (May-June and December-January) and one in the southernmost region (April-
September). The major weather system is the Inter-tropical Convergence Zone and the major 
climate system is the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO)4  

Within the last decade, Guyana has experienced unpredictable changes in weather patterns 
characterised by severe El Niño in 1997-8 and extreme levels of precipitation on the coast in 2005 
and 2006 resulting in widespread flooding along the coast to the extent that several areas were 
declared disaster areas.5 
 
Guyana’s threats from natural disasters come mainly from flooding due to the low-lying nature of 
its coast. 
 

                                                           
1 Government of Guyana. 2002. Guyana: Initial National Communication in Response to its Commitments to the 

UNFCCC. Georgetown, Guyana. 
2The Guyana Lands & Surveys Commission. 2006.  Guyana’s Third National Report on the Implementation of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. May, 2006. Georgetown, Guyana.   
3The Guyana Lands & Surveys Commission. 2006.  Guyana’s Third National Report on the Implementation of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. May 2006. Georgetown, Guyana.   
4Government of Guyana. 2002. Guyana: Initial National Communication in Response to its Commitments to the 

UNFCCC. Georgetown, Guyana. 
5The Guyana Lands & Surveys Commission. 2006.  Guyana’s Third National Report on the Implementation of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. May 2006. Georgetown, Guyana.   
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