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preface

Survival Options is the fifth in the series of annual reports produced by the Arab 
Forum for Environment and Development (AFED) on the state of the Arab 
environment.  It examines sustainability choices in Arab countries, based on a 
survey of people’s demand for natural capital and available supply. 

The primary aim of the AFED annual reports is to foster the use of science in 
policy and decision-making in Arab countries. This is a manifestation of AFED’s 
mission to advocate prudent environmental policies and actions based on science 
and awareness. Since 2008, AFED has produced four reports in the series: Arab 
Environment: Future Challenges (2008), Impact of Climate Change on Arab 
Countries (2009), Water: Sustainable Management of a Scarce Resource (2010) and 
Green Economy: Sustainable Transition in a Changing Arab World (2011).  

The present report comes as a logical addition to the sequence, since it discusses 
possible paths to sustainability based on ecological constraints. As a basis for 
the analysis, AFED has commissioned the Global Footprint Network, the world 
leader in this field, to produce an Arab Ecological Footprint and Biocapacity 
Atlas using the most recent data available. The Atlas covers the 22 members of 
the League of Arab States, as a region, sub-regions and individual countries. 

The findings indicate that Arab countries’ demand for nature’s products and 
services amounts to more than twice what ecosystems in these countries can 
supply. This imbalance between domestic supply and demand for ecological 
services places a limit on future growth and wellbeing. 

A group of experts has analyzed the findings of the Atlas, combined with the 
conclusions of previous AFED reports, in an attempt to go beyond pointing to 
the signs of deterioration, towards providing alternative paths to development in 
a positive spirit. The analysis focuses on the challenges posed by the state of food 
security, water and energy, while considering main drivers such as population 
and patterns of production and consumption.

The report prescribes regional cooperation and sound management of resources 
as the main options for survival in a region characterized by stark variations in 
Ecological Footprint, natural resources and income. In order to pursue sustainable 
wellbeing for all residents in the region, attention should be directed to achieving 
more regional economic integration and to the promotion of inter-Arab trade 
free of barriers, where the free flow of goods, capital, and people works to the 
benefit of all countries. 

This report is dedicated to Mohamed Kassas, a pioneer ecologist and visionary who 
passed away in March 2012. He was a staunch believer in regional cooperation 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_9463


