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executive summary 

The Caribbean economy is highly dependent on 
the tourism industry, and the protection of the 
natural and cultural attractions on which it de-

pends, is critical. To address this concern, this study 
was conducted to provide a progress report on sus-
tainable tourism in the Caribbean region. It reports on 
the sustainable tourism priorities of Caribbean Tour-
ism Organisation (CTO) member countries to identify  
country needs, priorities, barriers and opportunities, 
as well as current funding and the types of projects 
funded in the region.

Similar exercises are being undertaken by UNEP  
in a number of other regions.

The greatest barriers to the sustainable develop-
ment of tourism identified by the study include a 
lack of information on funding opportunities and 

a lack of access to low-interest finance. Government en-
gagement with sustainability is also a key issue.

Particular opportunities for mainstreaming sustainability 
into the tourism sector are an enabling policy environ-
ment, effective mechanisms for resource protection and 
conservation; systems to monitor sustainable tourism 
development and to address climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. Tourism education and training pro-
grammes can assist with the attainment of sustainable 
tourism goals and in some countries specific programmes 
contribute to developing sustainable livelihoods around 
tourism. Respondents also identified consultative and 
participatory processes in relation to sustainable tour-
ism, locally and regionally.

High priorities in the region include marketing, policy 
implementation, transportation, safety and security, in-
ter-sectoral linkages and human resource development. 
In order to strengthen sustainable tourism development 
in the region, chief requirements are greater support 
and commitment; improved partnerships and stakehold-
er involvement, increased public awareness of sustain-
able tourism, greater enforcement of laws and regula-
tions that support sustainable development; and better 
human resources development.

A number of regional and international agencies provide 
development assistance – bilateral and multi-lateral – to 
the region. However, many of the agencies do not pro-
vide direct investment in the tourism sector. 
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The report recommends a re-evaluation of the Regional Sustainable Tourism Pol-
icy Framework to move it from policy to practice across the region. The CTO is 
encouraged to strengthen the reporting mechanism of its member countries 

through the development of an Online Reporting Mechanism, allowing member coun-
tries to provide updates and feedback on sustainable tourism initiatives and priorities 
and ensuring that member states follow reporting requirements. It is also important 
to strengthen regional sustainable tourism coordination and collaboration between 
member countries, as well as development bodies, to develop a knowledge baseline 
for the progress of sustainable tourism practice across the region. A strategic plan of 
action must be developed in each country detailing sustainable tourism priorities, roles 
and responsibilities, implementation programme, sources of funding and expected 
outcomes. 

Financial, tax, and investment incentives for resource efficiency and conservation are 
also required to encourage and strengthen sustainable tourism development. Water 
resource management is also a key issue, requiring a transparent regional strategy. 
There is an on-going need to build capacity in the areas of disaster management, cli-
mate change mitigation, and integrated climate resilience strategy. It is also vital to 
ensure member countries are able to easily and effectively access information about 
funding opportunities to support sustainable tourism initiatives, focusing in particular 
on developing sustainable tourism policies and plans where these are lacking; measur-
able indicators of progress and success; capacity building for monitoring and reporting; 
and promotion of sustainable tourism guidelines for implementers and investors.
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