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MEETING SUMMARY

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

1. HE. Ms. Julia Pataki, Chair of the Committee of Permanent Representatives,
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Romania, chaired the meeting, in which
the following participated:

Committee of Permanent Representatives Bureau members

e H.E. Mr. John Moreti, High Commissioner and Permanent Representative of Botswana,
Vice Chair, Africa Group;

e H.E. Mr. Raza Bashir Tara, High Commissioner and Permanent Representative of
Pakistan, Vice Chair, Asia-Pacific Group

e H.E. Ms. Marcela M. Nicodemos, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Vice
Chair, Group of Latin America and Caribbean States;

e Mr. Toni Sandell, Deputy Permanent Representative of Finland, Rapporteur, Western
European and Other States Group

2. The UNEP Secretariat was represented by:
e Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw, Deputy Executive Director, UN Environment Programme;
e Mr. Jorge Laguna-Celis, Secretary of Governing Bodies, Director, Governance Affairs
Office;
e Ms. Rosemary Mukasa, Deputy Secretary of Governing Bodies;

——The meeting adopted the provisional agenda for the meeting.:

2. _Agenda Item 2: Preparations for the Fourth Annual Sub-Committee Meeting




2.1.  Provisional Agenda for the Fourth Annual Sub-Committee Meeting

3. The meeting endorsed adepteetthe aqenda for the Fourth Annual Subcommlttee

=@ee;+e—a¥ea%5—The Chalr empha5|zed neteel—that the %he—wnﬂeﬁanee—ef—the—Secretarlat

should shareing challenges,-and opportunities —and experiences in the different sub
programme and program-werk-in as-wel-as-the organization as-a-whele-asas—+explicihy was

arequested that-has-been-explicithy-expressed-byMember _ States. She asked if
inguired-whetherthere would

beFurthermore-inguiring-whether——there—shall—be representatives from _different
conventions whose work complimenteds that of— UN _Environment to —in—order—to

enrichgage-in the dialogue.

56. The Deputy Executive DirectorDirector confirmed that indeed—challenges and
opportunities would shall——be addressed in throughout-the Secretariat’s presentation.
He informed the meeting-went-on-to-informthe meeting—— that there—are-staff members
of within UN Environment who worked on conventions would provide the necessary
information and noted that thatthe—these conventions hadwve their own governing bodies
and-mandate.

6Z. It was aqgreed elarified-that during the meetings as a general practice, proceeding-that
after each presentation, the Chair—— of the session would first giveshall-yield the floor
to Regional and Political Groups. For the —first intervention, they would be allowed a
maximum of -whom-shall-be—allocated-5 minutes and all other representatives would be
allowed a maximum of for-them—and-3 would-be-alocated-to-them—and-minutes—for

wedeated-a-maxhmum-of three-minutes. On —Secretariat presentations, t¥he Seeretariat
stated-that for-ease-of transition-the-Deputy Executive Director said the floor should be
given to the Secretariat, which would organize the presentations appropriately with shahl
—m#eduee—eaeh—sub%em—and—the Division Director taking the lead on their whe

respective——t OQIC areas.

78. A _member of the meeting proposed that to enhance transparencye and ceeperaiotn
acooperation, the -representative of the President of the Bureau of the UN Environment
Assembly should participate as an ex-officio member in meetings of the Bureau

Comm|ttee|q°re|q°rlse1t The meeting supported the proposal and agreed that was-n-faverof

the Chairs of the -efbethCommittee Bureau’s should also participate
serveas an ex-officio member meetings of the UN Environment Assembly. —n

——observerstatus-to-their Bureat—meetings—The Chair wasis to write a letter to the




President of— the UN Environment Assembly Bureau on thise matter—ef—ex-officio

211. On the presentation on ‘Resource Mobilization’ a member suggested the addition of the

word ‘strateqy.” The Deputy Executive Director clarified informed-the-meeting-that the
omission-of the-word— ‘strategy’ had been omitted because in-the-title-of the presentation
was-due-to-the factthat-the resource mobilization a—strateqy wasis yet to be finalized. It
was-noted-that despite-not-having-finalized-the strategy——tThe Secretariat would —-shall

stil-brief the meeting on elements of the strateqy se-as-to allow-the Member
States to provide insights on the matter.

9

102. The meeting requested an update on the status of funds raised for the third session

of the -UNnited—Nations Environment Assembly. —and-—thelevel of participation—-of
membersfromtheir Capitalsforthe 4th-Annual Subcommittee:

13-The Deputy Executive Director ifermedresponded that thusfar-funds hadve- been raised
to cover the— cost of servicing meetings but a thatthere—is—stiHla—gap remained iin
funding for the travel costs of- participants from developing countries—ether—than—|east
Developed-Countries.

1014. The Chair requested for information on to—beinformed of —the numberof

e%em&n%s—level of partlcmatlon of members from eam%als—anelcapltals and other duty

theH—Gaeﬂ&Isend She also requested hewthe —Secretarlat to —shau—seepen—the
provide the Chairs of each session with information on Go-To meeting—— participants
attending the meeting virtually.




15— 0O0ninregardsto- the number of participants from cCapitals expected to attend the 4th
Annual Subcommittee, the Deputy Secretary informed the meeting that as of that
morning, 29— representatives persens-from 18 countries and the European Union had confirmed
participationntsfrom-their—capitals.

16— —The Secretary assured —informed-the meeting that information on the virtual
participation ef—attendees-wouldshall be provided to each Chair at the beginning of
each session.

11.
17——AA member emphasized the of the Bureau-informed-the-meeting-that the-need to engage
the President of the- United Natlons Environment Assembly cIoser and proposed that he
participate in the discussions sha
meetings-session-on the High Level Polltlcal Forum bv—l%woulrel—be—eneeumqed—that—he
participatein-the sessionvia-video conferenceing-facilities if possible.

18— The Secretary informed the meeting that the Chair of the Bureau had personaty extended
an the—invitation to the President of the Bureau, but -and-that-unfortunately due-to-unforeseeable
——cireumstancesthusfar-he was the Presidentis-unable to personally attend the meeting. A

statement would be delivered on his behalf by his representative, Amb. Marta Juarez.

19.-The meeting agreed that in order se-as-not to confuse the meeting on the intent of the sub-
item— under agenda item 35, titled “Dialogue of the outline on the theme” the segment be
renamed as “Consideration of the outline of the Executive Directors Report on the theme
of the Assembly.”

13. 2
Js). 2

20-The Secretary Chair-informed the meeting that the Secretariat wouldiH make available a
the week long- ‘Suggested Chair’s Script’s for the 4th Annual Subcommittee meeting to
all the Vice-Chair’s since—— they wouldshal each Chair at least one session during the
week. A-and-thata- Chair’s summary wouldshal-alse be prepared by the Secretariat at
the end of each day. A summary on the ——comments from the High Level Political
Forum wouldshal also be prepared by the Secretariat for +—se-as-to-be-endorsement - by




the Bureau of the Committee of Permanent Representatives and then sent in form

of a letter to the President of the United Nations Environment Assembly.

14. -

20— 21 The Deputy Executive Director,Director cautioned the—meeting—that on

Wednesday 8 March 2017, the meeting couldmay be disrupted if sheuld-the Secretary-

General of the United Nations visited the United—— Nations Office in Nairobi complex and held

a town hall meeting with the staff. The visit was subject to theugh-ne-confirmationations-have
; . — I

To help accommodate the unexpected development, the Chair would propose flexibility on
timing at

21— the opening of the meeting

23- The meeting requestedreguested-that the Secretariat to proposereguest a short bilateral
meeting between the— Bureau and the Secretary General. A member proposed -as-wel
propese that the Town Hall meeting be held- during lunch hour so as not to disrupt the 4"
Annual Subcommittee meeting.

2.3. Consideration of the wording of the theme for the Third Session of the UN
Environment Assembly

15. The Chair reminded the meeting that the Bureau needed to agree on the wording of the
title of the theme for the 2017 UN Environment Assembly so that a proposal could be
presented to the 4th Annual Subcommittee and thereafter considered by the Joint Bureaux
Meeting of the Committee of Permanent Representatives and the Environment Assembly
to be held on 15 March 2017.




17.

e Member States didwere not—n support efthethe wording ‘pollution free’ in an

unqualified form;
e Discussions on pollution at UN Environment Assembly would Hl-be a milestone that

would build momentum in addressing pollution and not a destination;
e Leadership by the Assembly on pollution will help strengthen its role as the leading
global environmental authority;
e Private sector concerns and sensitivities on how we frame the theme of pollution and;
e An impression of utopian promises or commitments had to be avoided.

26— TEollowing-considerationof the-above points—the Bureaumeeting unanimously

18.

jointhy-agreed tothat-Bureau— recommend “Towards a Pollution Free Planet” as the title
of the theme to the 4" Annual Subcommittee Meeting and thereafter for submission
submitthe title-to the joint meeting of the—— Bureaux of the Committee and the UN
Environment Assembly-forendorsement—. The Deputy Executive Director informed the
meeting that the Secretariat would circulate a note to Member States that day, on the
Bureau’s recommendation on the title of the theme. He suggested that the Chair send a
letter to the President of the Environment Assembly Bureau on the title of the theme of
the third session of the Environment Assembly after the 4th Annual Subcommittee.

1.3-2.4.Consideration of priority areas of the Third Session of the UN Environment
Assembly

The Bureau agreed to recommend five general priority areas of the Third Session of the

UN Environment Assembly below, deferring discussion on the sub-areas to a later date:




»1. Water

2. Air

+3. Marine Pollution
#4. Land

«5. Seund-Managementef-Chemicals and-& Waste
L )

19. A member pointed out to the meeting that transboundary issues as a sub-area might not
be welcomed by a few Member States. The Deputy Executive Director, pointed out that
from a scientific point of view, transboundary issues relating to areas like rivers,
chemicals, sand and dust storms were important issues supported by assessments. They
were discussed in the sub-programme presentation. Member States could have the
political discussion on the matter.

20. Based on his experience, a member of the Bureau, cautioned that sensitive political
issues could arise when issues of disasters and conflict were raised. The meeting briefly
discussed the issue and agreed that the Chair in charge of the session and the Secretariat
would need to proceed carefully and anticipate how to best handle them.
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