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Executive Summary

In the present report series the Marine Science Centre at the University of Basra in co-
operation with the Ministry of Environment (Iraq) will attempt to documents the
scientific and technical efforts directed to monitor the status of the Gulf marine
environment. However, the Iraqi marshes have been included in this series as they
interact and influence the Shatt al-Arab as well as the Gulf region. Thus, we have
decided to adopt the approach of the Marshes-Shatt al-Arab-the Gulf System to
represent Irag contribution within the frame work of ROPME programs. Data presented
in these report, as appropriate, can be incorporated in SOMER reports. The series
consists of:

» Volume 1 will address scientific and technical work prior to 2011.
» Volume 2 focuses on 2012 activities.

> Volume 3 focuses on 2013 activities
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