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This background document has been prepared drawing inspiration on the
ideal notion of a pollution free planet. A pollution free planet would be ‘a
planet without indirect or direct alteration of the biological, thermal, physical
or radioactive properties of any medium in such a way as to create a haz-

ard or potential hazard to human health or to the health, safety or welfare of
any living species (einote)
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Major themes covered by the Assembly

The second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, which took place in Nairobi on 23 — 27 May 2016, un-
der the theme “Delivering on the Environmental Dimension of the 2030 Agenda,” adopted 25 resolutions that address
twelve specific themes. These included: implementing the Paris Agreement, promoting sustainable consumption and
production, food waste, safeguarding ecosystems, combating illegal trade in wildlife, advancing natural capital manage-
ment, mainstreaming biodiversity, monitoring and preserving air quality, protecting the environment in areas of conflict,
preventing marine litter, and promoting sound management of chemicals and waste (See Annex 1 for the full list of reso-
lutions).

UN Environment operates under seven thematic priorities: climate change; disasters and conflicts; ecosystem manage-
ment; environmental governance; chemicals, waste and air quality; resource efficiency; and environment under review.
Plans have been developed to implement the 25 resolutions within these thematic areas.

This report is organized by these thematic priorities, with a section on resolutions that fall outside of the themes. It sum-
marizes the key facets of each resolution and shows the links to the Sustainable Development Goals and other major
international commitments. A summary of the implementation plan, initial progress, intended partners, and challenges is
provided for each resolution.



Climate Change

In the resolution on “Supporting the Paris Agreement” (2/6), the Assembly asks the UN Environment Executive Director to contribute to the
implementation of the pre-2020 global efforts to address climate change. This is to be done by, inter alia: strengthening efforts in education, training,
public awareness, public participation, public access to information and cooperation.

Also by reinforcing and stepping-up UN Environment’s participation in partnership programmes and initiatives, and strengthening collaboration
between UN Environment and other relevant stakeholders; and accelerating support to countries for building national readiness capacity to implement
the Paris Agreement and to access finance and technology.

It also calls for strengthened support for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and for contributions to global climate-change related
assessments. This resolution addresses SDG 13 on climate change directly, but is linked to the majority of the goals in that the achievement of
sustainable development is severely undermined if climate change is not adequately tackled.

Member States highlighted the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the 2030 Agenda, and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. They also took note of the
Sendai Framework for Disaster and Risk Reduction, and acknowledged that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the main
international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change and that the global nature of climate change calls for
international cooperation while avoiding duplication of work.

[2/6] Overall Assessment: On track Issues facing implementation

Implementation Plan e To have a substantial impact on global

UN Environment will:

i) Support and expand the Global Universities Partnership on Environment and Sustainabil-
ity (GUPES) network of universities with the view of integrating climate change into their
curricula;

i) Develop guidance and training materials on inclusion of climate change into their curricu-
la;

iii) Integrate climate change education, training, public awareness, public participation, ac-
cess to information and cooperation into its projects and programmes;

iv) Engage with UNFCCC secretariat and active partners in this focus area.

UN Environment is a full and active member of the UN Alliance on Climate Change Educa-
tion, Training and Public Awareness and will explore new partnerships on education, training
on climate change, etc.

UN Environment has identified a set of post-Paris CoP21 priorities, which are incremental to
the existing Programme of Work and are seen as a bridge to the new MTS which include: (i)
National Determined Contribution (NDC) analysis and support; (ii)) NDC - Capacity Building
for Transparency, Measuring and Reporting; (iii) Pre-2020 action; non-state actors; and tak-
ing forward the Global Climate Agenda.

The implementation of these priorities will be supported by new research, policy and analyti-
cal work such as emission and adaptation gap reports, tracking and communicating NDC
implementation through UN Environment LIVE, analysis of what it will take to reach 1.5 °C
etc. These priorities will be implemented in partnerships with relevant organizations and insti-
tutions are expected to increase.

Designing an Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change library facility to support the sixth
Assessment Report, including a knowledge repository for the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change as a component of the UN Environment’'s Knowledge and Research Centre.

Will continue supporting the development to the Gap Reports (Emissions and Adaptation
gap) and integrated assessment of short-lived climate pollutants in the Asia and the Pacific
region. Will finalize the scope, structure, outline and implementation plan for the Emission
Gap Report for 2017.

knowledge and capacity with regards to
climate change, education and training,
components will need to be mainstreamed
across UN Environment's portfolio of
projects. This requires the strong
participation of country partners as well as
support from the financial mechanisms. As
such, more remains to be done in terms of
building political will for climate change
education, training, awareness raising and
public participation.

e  Additional resources are needed
to accelerate the transition from INDC to
NDC implementation.

e Need to identify resources required to take
the joint collaboration on the IPCC library
facility forward and start fundraising for such
resources.

e  Funding yet to be secured for the emission
gap report and the subsidiary assessment of
impacts of the Kigali Amendment

UN Alliance on climate Change Education;
Member States Universities,

(GUPES),

UNFCCC secretariat. UNDP, WRI,
Member States, NDC partnership,

CTCN partners, CCAC partners,

SE4ALL, Sub-national climate action hub,
Global Alliance for Buildings, Green Climate
Fund, Global Environment Facility,

UN Environment collaborating center;
Governments



Update on progress Information Sources

e UN Environment co-organized with other members of the UN alliance on Climate Change
Education, Training and Public Awareness, a side event held at COP22 on "climate change
education for all. An action plan on ensuring the effective participation of indigenous peoples
in UN Environment's climate change education work was developed. At the request of the
Subsidiary Body for Implementation a submission was made on the 5th Doha Dialogue on
climate change education, which will be held in May 2017 during SBI 46.

e  To match the scale of the global climate change mitigation challenge and enable systematic,
focused capacity development to deliver REDD+ on the ground, UN Environment developed
the REDD+ Academy. Regional and national learning sessions have already provided train-
ing to over 400 national stakeholders in basic design and implementation elements of
REDD+.

e  UN Environment has reviewed the portfolio of GCF projects under development to provide
country partners with guidance on how climate change education, training and public aware-
ness could be included in project proposals. Thus far a request for the inclusion of a climate
change education component has been received from the Government of Mozambique while
discussions continue with the governments of Guinea and Mongolia.

e  UN Environment continues to support countries transition from the INDC-NDC. The sup-
port consists of the development of their NDC implementation readiness plans for Nationally
Determined Contributions implementation; and identification of optimal institutional arrange-
ments for coordinating the implementation of NDCs.

e  Building on the GEF support, UN Environment is also developing a new UN Environment-
NDC Implementation Support Programme.

e  UN Environment and the UNFCCC Secretariat have agreed to work together to provide the
necessary support to a group of partner countries to advance the implementation of Paris
Agreement. The objective of the collaboration is to transform nationally determined contribu-
tions into implementation plans consisting of a portfolio of concrete actions, programmes,
and projects which demonstrate the links between climate and development goals. Both
agencies have agreed to establish a joint UN Environment and UN Climate Secretariat task
team to move from ideas to action starting with the identification of the countries and poten-
tial partners.

e UN Environment is playing a leading role within the UN’s Climate Resilience Initiative known
as A2R. This initiative addresses three key aspects of adaptation: establishing early warning
- early action systems; extending climate risk transfer and social protection mechanisms; and
strengthening the shift to climate resilient development pathways.

e  UN Environment has made good progress in supporting countries advance the National
Adaptation Plans. 30 countries (LDCs and non-LDCs) have been supported so far with 2
countries having received support from GEF (Rwanda) and GCF (Nepal).

e  UN Environment is working with UN agencies in drafting a UN Strategic Approach on Cli-
mate Change as mandated by the Chef Executives Board.

e  UN Environment is supporting 15 countries in getting ready to access Green Climate Fund in
collaboration with WRI, UNDP and GCF. To date, out of the total 68 requesting countries,
requests for technology support have been completed in 9 countries, the design of technolo-
gy assistance is ongoing in 27 countries, with 23 countries in implementation phase.

e  Work is ongoing on the design of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change library
facility.

e  Substantial support was provided to the Emissions Gap Assessment 2016 including the
assessment design, development and outreach. The assessment report was successfully
launched in time for the Conference of Parties in November 2016.

e  The scope, structure, outline and implementation plan for the Emissions Gap Assessment
2017 is being discussed. The scope, structure, outline and implementation plan for the inte-
grated assessment of short-lived climate pollutants in the Asia and the Pacific region agreed.
The assessment is now at the implementation stage.



Disasters and Conflicts

The resolution on “Protection of the environment in areas affected by armed conflict” (2/15) is a significant step showing widespread recognition among
Member States of the damage conflict causes to the environment and the need to better protect the environment during times of armed conflict. Of the
Sustainable Development Goals, none specifically covers the need to better protect the environment before, during or after armed conflict. However,
insecurity, and armed conflict and its aftermath, are key factors that influence the delivery of sustainable development targets

UN Environment is encouraged to work with a range of stakeholders, including civil society, to continue providing enhanced assistance to countries
affected by conflict, and in the post-conflict phase through post-crisis assessment and recovery.

UN Environment is also called on to provide assistance to countries hosting United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Natural
World Heritage Sites; and to continue to interact with the International Law Commission by, among other things, providing relevant information to the
Commission at its request in support of its work on this issue.

[2/15] Overall Assessment: on track Issues facing implementation

Implementation Plan e  Financial and staffing challenges

e  Extend offers of support to the International Law Commission and UNESCO, developing joint

work if appropriate and requested.
®  Conduct awareness raising events on importance of environmental protection in conflict _

Zones.
International Law Commission and the United
Nations Educational,

e  Conti idi rt t tries affected by th i tal i ts of d con-
ontinue providing support to countries affected by the environmental impacts of armed con et s © e G

flict.
Interpol,
Department of Political Affairs,
Update on progress Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs and others

®  On-going work to address the environmental causes and consequences of conflict and
providing assistance to countries affected by armed conflict and the unintended collateral
impact of human displacement.

e  Supported the Special Rapporteur on the Protection of the Environment in the preparation
and presentation of her third report, presented to the Commission in July 2016 (available

here: http://legal.un.org/docs/?symbol=A/CN.4/700). Information Sources

e  Partnering with Environmental Law Institute, Columbia University and the University of Cali-
fornia Irvine, and others to develop a massive open online course on environmental peace- http://legal.un.org/docs/?symbol=A/CN.4/700
building. Partnering with Environmental Law Institute, Columbia University and the University
of California Irvine, and others to develop a Massive Open Online Course on environmental
peace-building.

e  Participated in UNESCO consultations over summer and fall 2016 and provided input
on "Role of the United Nations in the promotion of peace: past, present and future perspec-
tives" (to be published).

e  On World Heritage Sites and the impacts of conflict specifically, the proposed ILC draft princi-
ples on protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts features two draft princi-
ples on the importance of protecting “areas of major environmental and cultural im-
portance” (available in the 2016 ILC Report at pages 323-327).

e Links to work on environmental crime (see section on resolution on illegal trade in wildlife).


http://legal.un.org/docs/?symbol=A/CN.4/700
http://legal.un.org/docs/?symbol=A/CN.4/700

Ecosystem Management

The Resolution on “Investing in human capacity for sustainable development, through environmental education and training” (2/3) requests the
Executive Director continue to provide technical assistance and capacity building through access to environmental education, training and capacity-
building opportunities, including increased capacity development to help Member States to integrate the environmental dimension into their relevant
curricula. It also asks the Executive Director to promote cooperation and interaction between UN Environment and the higher education community in
mainstreaming environment and sustainability across education and training and enhance cooperation with UN bodies and other international
institutions for better implementation of the Global Action Programme on Education for Sustainable Development.

This resolution is linked to the SDG 4.7, which is focused on ensuring that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable
development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable
development by 2030.

[2/3] Overall Assessment: on track Issues facing implementation

Implementation Plan Financial challenges - whilst some staff costs are

covered by the Environment Trust Fund,
e  Continue to support and expand the Global Universities Partnership on Environment for Sus-  additional funding will be needed to ensure full

tainability network of universities. implementation.

e  Explore new partnerships including with the private sector on training, and the Multilateral
Environmental Agreements secretariats on education, etc. _

e  Ensure that massive open online courses and other education materials developed by UN
Environment and partners are coordinated, screened for quality, and supported by accompa-
nying material to expand the reach and scope and improve cost-effectiveness.

UN Environment’s Science Division and
Communications Division;

United Nations Institute for Training and
Research;

Update on progress United Nations University;

United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization; and

e  Components on environmental education have been included in a number of projects under United Nations Human Settlements Programme

development in countries such as the Maldives, Mongolia, Mozambique, Guinea and South
Sudan. Support is being offered to other countries on a demand-driven basis.

® |n strengthening university engagement, a strategic planning meeting was held with leaders c
from the UN Environment-led Global Universities Partnership. This meeting identified a num- Information Sources
ber of priority actions that will be further elaborated and implemented over the coming years.
Global Universities Partnership on Environment
e  National engagement has been strengthened with the launch of the Morocco Green Universi- for Sustainability
ty Network aimed at enhancing campus sustainability, promoting strengthened curricula and
supporting the role of universities in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals

Three resolutions focused on the marine environment: “oceans and seas” (2/10), “marine plastic litter and micro-plastics” (2/11) and “sustainable coral
reefs management” (2/11). Collectively these resolutions address effective conservation of marine and coastal zones and the contribution to achieving
SDG 14 through the regional seas conventions and other Multilateral Environmental Agreements.

Along with calling upon both UN member states and various regional agencies to take steps toward implementing the oceans-related Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and related targets in Goal 14 in particular and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011—2020 and its Aichi targets, the resolution on
Oceans and Seas urges UN Environment to continue its efforts in support of the General Assembly-led process of reaching an international, legally-
binding instrument on marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction.

The planned agreement is to fall under the existing UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. The issue of how to govern marine biodiversity beyond their
national jurisdiction has long proven difficult to navigate, including how such a global deal will operate given other regional efforts in this area.

Other provisions of the resolution include encouraging Member States to designate and actively manage marine protected areas along with advocating
for the contracting parties to existing regional seas conventions to consider the possibility of increasing the regional coverage.

Member States also ask UN Environment to step up its work, including through its Regional Seas Programme, on assisting countries and regions in
the application of the ecosystem approach to managing the marine and coastal environment, including through enabling inter-sectoral cooperation in
integrated coastal zone management and marine spatial planning.


http://gupes.org/index.php?classid=3234
http://gupes.org/index.php?classid=3234
http://gupes.org/index.php?classid=3234
http://gupes.org/index.php?classid=3234

[2/10] Overall Assessment: on track

Implementation Plan

UN Environment is moving towards the implementation of the Regional Seas Directions.

Synergies discussion will be organized between UN Environment and key conventions, e.g.
on Biological Diversity, Migratory Species and the International Whaling Commission and
Basel Convention.

Issues facing implementation

Some funding has been secured but additional
funding is required to fulling implement the
resolution

Will continue participation in UN-Ocean, and the Advisory Panel for the Fiji-led Conference _

through convening and participation in the informal working groups, including submission of
an official paper to the Prepcom and main conference. A side event on the regional seas to
be organized.

Implementation of the MOU with FAO, International Maritime Organization, UNESCO, World
Maritime University, International Atomic Energy Agency

Collaboration in International Coral Reef Initiative and Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network.

Collaboration with CBD (MSP, mainstreaming and marine debris), CMS (marine debris and
connectivity) and IWC (marine debris)

Regional coordination mechanisms of SDG14 implementation (under the EC project) Marine
Spatial Planning guidelines to be published; MSP experience sharing platform possibly com-
bined with Blue Solution platform ICZM and governance work

Ecosystem based Management pilot activities (Mekong Delta); MSP pilots (Western Indian
Ocean, Adriatic, West Africa).

Marine Protected Area governance work is being developed

GCRP: exchange of tools and approaches for coral reef planning and management (e.g.
replication of Green Fins, regional approach to GCRMN reporting, economic instruments)

Sharing of climate change resilience data and planning tools through coral reef theme on UN
Environment-Live.

Implementation of the MOU between UN Environment and FAO.
Implementation of the blue carbon project manual Ocean acidification monitoring

Internal process for review of the 2011 strategy to be started

Update on progress

Cooperated with the CBD secretariat and FAO in the organisation of the global dialogue be-
tween Regional Seas programmes and Regional Fisheries Bodies in September 2016 to
discuss cooperation for the implementation of Aichi Targets and SDGs relevant to Oceans.

Assisted Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme and Secretariats in
running joint Pacific CBD and CITES pre-COP to prepare pacific deleaations for CITES and
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Internally:

Science division on assessment related activities;
Law Division on regional seas governance issues
and Economy Division on private public
partnership.

External partners:

UNESCO-IOC, FAO, IMO, GRID Arendal.
Biodiversity-related conventions. ongoing
partnerships such as Global Change Research
Program, Global Partnership on Marine Litter,
Global Partnership on Nutrient Management,
Global Wastewater Initiative, Global Programme
of Action, Regional Seas, 10YFP

Information Sources




