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INTRODUCTION
The Timor-Leste Strategic 

Development Plan is a twenty 

year vision that reflects the 

aspirations of the Timorese 

people to create a prosperous 

and strong nation. 
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PART 1   I N T R O D U C T I O N
The Timor-Leste Strategic Development Plan is a twenty year vision that reflects the aspirations of the 

Timorese people to create a prosperous and strong nation.  The plan has been developed to inspire 

change, to support bold collective action and to plan for a better future. 

O V E R V I E W

The Strategic Development Plan provides a vision for Timor-Leste that builds on the foundations we  

have laid down since 2002.  It is informed by, and incorporates, the vision of the Timorese people in  

‘Timor-Leste 2020, Our Nation Our Future’ which formed the basis of the 2002 National Development Plan.  

It also reflects the views of the thousands of Timorese people who contributed to the national consultation on the 

Summary Strategic Development Plan, From Conflict to Prosperity, in 2010.

Ongoing consultation and the participation and solidarity of the Timorese people will be vital to the successful 

implementation of the Strategic Development Plan.

Since independence in 2002, Timor-Leste’s social and economic policies have focused on alleviating poverty to 

address the immediate needs of our people, consolidating security and stability, and providing a foundation for 

nationhood through building institutions of State.  This ongoing process of peace building and state building has 

been necessary to create a base from which Timor-Leste can address our people’s health and education needs 

and work towards the elimination of extreme poverty.  While it normally takes post-conflict countries at least ten 

to 15 years to recover stability, Timor-Leste has achieved a safe and secure environment in less than a decade.  We 

now have the benefits of peace, stability and a growing economy as we continue to build our nation.

In the last three years, Timor-Leste has experienced double-digit economic growth and a general improvement 

in people’s welfare.  Sector reforms and significant investments in the economy have taken place and the 

development of the oil and gas sector has begun.  Our successes so far are due to the resilience of our people.  It 

was our strong sense of self-determination that drove us to achieve independence after 400 years of colonisation 

and 24 years of occupation.

The same self-determination should now be applied to implementing the vision of the Timorese people through 

the Strategic Development Plan.  Four key attributes of our nation mean that we are well placed to achieve our 

vision: political will, economic potential, national integration and a dynamic population.  

Political will: The Timorese people have shown remarkable resilience and dedication to their nation.  In the 

pursuit of independence we acted with courage, determination and creativity and suffered greatly to achieve our 

dream.  The same characteristics that allowed us to gain independence can be harnessed to achieve our dream 

of a prosperous and modern nation.  The Strategic Development Plan will help by building a shared purpose and 

setting out a framework to create a strong sense of national commitment and determination.    
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