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Technical Summary

Published to coincide with the Fourth United Nations Environmental 
Assembly, UN Environment’s sixth Global Environment Outlook 
(2019) calls on decision makers to take bold and urgent action to 
address pressing environmental issues to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals as well as other Internationally Agreed 
Environment Goals, such as the Paris Agreement.

GEO-6 builds on the findings of previous GEO reports, including the 
six regional assessments (2016), and outlines the current state of 
the environment, illustrates possible future environmental trends 
and analyses the effectiveness of policies. This flagship report 
shows how governments can put the world on the path to a truly 
sustainable future. It emphasizes that urgent and inclusive action is 
needed by decision makers at all levels to achieve a healthy planet 
with healthy people.

This Technical Summary distills the science and data in the GEO-6 
report to make it more accessible to students and scientists, and, 
more useful for teaching and learning at the university level. The 
Technical Summary is useful for academics and their students in 
universities – and others – who would like to have more specific 
knowledge about sustainable approaches to health and 
environmental problems related to air, freshwater, land and soil, 
oceans and coasts, and biodiversity, as described in GEO-6.
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