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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members.

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) serves as the United 
Nations’ regional hub promoting cooperation among countries to achieve inclusive and sustainable 
development.  The largest regional intergovernmental platform with 53 Member States and 9 
associate members, ESCAP has emerged as a strong regional think-tank offering countries 
sound analytical products that shed insight into the evolving economic, social and environmental 
dynamics of the region. The Commission’s strategic focus is to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, which is reinforced and deepened by promoting regional cooperation 
and integration to advance responses to shared vulnerabilities, connectivity, financial cooperation 
and market integration.  ESCAP’s research and analysis coupled with its policy advisory services, 
capacity building and technical assistance to governments aims to support countries’ sustainable 
and inclusive development ambitions.
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This handbook forms part of a series of knowledge products developed in collaboration with 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) institutions and ASEAN member countries. The 
series is designed to increase skills and promote institutional development for countries wishing 
to embrace innovative space-based information in disaster risk management. The products 
can be used as training manuals and reference guides, addressing the needs of both geospatial 
information providers and disaster decision makers.
 
This handbook explains the techniques, methodologies and best practices for using geospatial 
information in support of decision making for disaster risk management. The focus is on specific 
hazards. While space-based information can significantly enhance disaster emergency response 
and preparedness, maps may often look similar. The nature of different types of hazards requires 
a range of theme-specific information or data sets that may not be immediately apparent, or 
available in one single map or information product. This handbook thus addresses the needs of 
disaster managers and geospatial information providers who must remain aware of the decision-
making considerations for different hazard contexts.

ESCAP, in collaboration with United Nations partners and the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management, has developed this handbook in response 
to the expressed needs of ASEAN countries. ESCAP worked in close collaboration with analysts 
with extensive regional and international experience in the provision of earth observation data 
and information to countries in the aftermath of disasters. It is based on standard techniques and 
methodologies used to develop such geospatial information products, and has been developed 
together with ASEAN counterparts, keeping the institutional and operational needs of the region in 
mind. Through extensive consultations, the techniques and methodologies have been field tested 
during simulation exercises conducted in 2016.
 
It is our hope that this handbook and its innovative techniques, methodologies and best practices, 
will significantly contribute to strengthening the disaster risk resilience of countries in the ASEAN 
region.

Preface
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