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Preface 

 

 In the process of undertaking the baseline study of Trade and Transport Facilitation Monitoring 

Mechanism (TTFMM) in Bangladesh, five studies are carried out to provide multiple facets of trade and 

transport facilitation covering export and import of specific products, corridors and border crossings. A 

synthesis report is also produced based on five study reports. 

The current report is focused on performance and monitoring of two corridors Dhaka- Rangpur- 

Burimari and Banglabandha- Rangpur- Dhaka. It is a stand-alone document itself and the 5
th
 report in 

series of 5 studies and feeds the TTFMM synthesis report. As such, it needs to be read along with other 

reports to fully understand the background, key findings and conclusions of the TTFMM baseline study.  
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Executive Summary 

 

 

The report is focused on performance and monitoring of two corridors Dhaka- Rangpur- 

Burimari- Changraabandha- Jaigaon- Phuentsholing- Thimphu and Kathmandu-Kakarvitta-Fulbari-

Banglabandha-Rangpur- Dhaka. The study analyzes the average speed along the corridor and identifies 

key bottlenecks. The two corridors share the same route from Rangpur to Dhaka, which forms the major 

portion (more than two-third) of these routes, therefore, this one single report covers both studies.  

The key methodology for study is the CAREC’s Corridor Performance Measurement and 

Monitoring (CPMM) method. The time-distance graphs according to the Time-Cost-Distance method 

developed by ESCAP were also prepared.  

The report finds that the average speed along corridors with and without delays is 15-17 km/h 

and 24-27 km/h, respectively, which is much lower than the average speed surveyed in Central Asia. In 

light of the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement, the report presents both the challenges and enormous 

opportunities for enhancing transport efficiency along the BBIN corridors. On the one hand, as 

mentioned earlier, the current average speed of vehicle movement along the corridor is very low. On the 

other hand, if the average speed can be improved to 30 km/h, on average, 44-50 per cent of the transport 

time can be reduced. Policy makers and other stakeholders should treat this as encouraging news because 

once the measures to streamline trade and transport process are put in place, substantial improvement in 

transport along the corridors can be expected. 
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