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 UN ESCAP - Asia and the Pacific Regional 
Branch of the United Nations Secretariat 

 53 member countries covering Central, 
South, Southeast, East and South Pacific 
countries 

 Mandate: Promote sustainable and inclusive 
socio-economic development in Asia and 
the Pacific - through regional cooperation 

 Areas covered: Trade, Investment and 
Innovation, Transport, Macroeconomic 
Policy, Environment, Emerging Social 
issues, Information and Communication 
Technologies… 
 Trade,  Investment and Innovation:  
(1) Trade Facilitation;  
(2) Trade Policy;  
(3) Investment and Enterprise Development;  
(4) Science, Technology and Innovation 

United Nations ESCAP 



 
 
 
Trade facilitation and paperless trade: 
definitions, benefits, challenges 
 
Regional State of Play 
 
Review of initiatives on Cross-border 
paperless trade 
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Trade Facilitation (TF)? - Definition  

• “The plumbing of international trade” (Staples, 1998) 
 

• “The simplification and harmonization of international trade 
procedures.”, where trade procedures are the “activities, 
practices and formalities involved in collecting, presenting, 
communicating and processing data and other information 
required for the movement of goods in international trade.” 
(WTO documents) 
 

• “Any measure, or set of measures, that aims to increase the 
cost-effectiveness of international trade transactions”. 
http://www.gfptt.org/  

http://www.gfptt.org/


Trade Facilitation?  Definition  
Simplification of international trade procedures / reducing trade costs 





Expected gains from trade facilitation 

•1 less day of delay prior to shipment  
Increased trade by 1% 

 

• 5% reduction in direct export costs  
increase in exports of 4% 

 

•At least $350 billion in potential additional trade 
for the Asia-Pacific region 
 



Trade Facilitation Benefits to  Governments 
and Traders 

 

• Increased effectiveness of control methods 

•More efficient deployment of resources 

•Correct revenue yields 

• Improved trader compliance 

• Encouragement of foreign investment 

•Accelerated economic development 

Benefit to Government 

• Lower costs and reduced delays 

• Faster customs clearance and release through predictable official intervention 

• Simpler commercial framework for doing both domestic and international trade 

• Enhanced competitiveness 

Benefit to Traders 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
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