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• The challenges of sustainability are 

complex and evolving 

• They require effective “mental 

models” to deal with the rapid social, 

political, economic and technological 

changes 

• The 2030 Agenda is aspirational and 

forward looking

• The SDGs need to be addressed in an 

integrated and  holistic manner

• Most SDGs embed 3-dimensions of 

SD in targets: economic, social and 

environmental

2030 Agenda for SD and SDGs2030 Agenda for SD and SDGs

The 17 goals represent an indivisible tapestry of 

thinking and action 

that applies in every community everywhere in 

the world. 

David Nabarro, Special Adviser on the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development



1. No Poverty

2. Zero Hunger

3. Health & Wellbeing

4. Quality Education

5. Gender Equality

6. Clean Water & Sanitation

7. Affordable & Clean Energy 

8. Decent Work & Economic Growth

11. Sustainable Cities & 

Communities

10. Reduced Inequalities

9. Industry, Innovation & 

Infrastructure

13. Climate Action

12. Responsible 

Consumption 

& production

15. Life on Land

14. Life below Water

16. Peace & Justice, Strong Institutions

The Complexity of the 2030 AGENDA for Sustainable DevelopmentThe Complexity of the 2030 AGENDA for Sustainable Development



• Water is a vital and irreplaceable 

resource for life, therefore  linked to 

all sustainable development.

• Although Asia-Pacific is progressing 

well in improving access to drinking 

water for its people, significant 

challenges still remain.

• A complex water- energy-food nexus 

relationship underpins the landscape  of

SDG 6 in the Asia Pacific

• Success in implementation of the

SDG 6 on Water and Sanitation will 

depend on water efficiencies and 

understanding of the interdependencies 

with the other  SDGs. 
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