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Introducing ESCAP 

ESCAP is the regional development arm of the UN that fosters: 
 

Cooperation between its members for social and economic development in Asia-Pacific  
 

Normative, analytical and technical cooperation at the regional level 
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Towards  Sustainable Cities: 

Sustainable Urban Development 

Section 

Normative: Conferences, Forums, Workshops, EGMs, Training 

• Ministerial Conference on 
Environment & 
Development (MCED) 

• Committee on Environment 
& Development (CED) 

• Asia-Pacific Forum on 
Sustainable Development 
(APFSD) 

• Asia-Pacific Urban Forums 
(APUFs) 

• SDG Week  

• Regional Consultative 
Meeting on Good Urban 
Governance (GUG) 

 

 



Towards  Sustainable Cities: 

Sustainable Urban Development 

Section 

Technical Cooperation: Projects in the field, close to people 

• Pro-poor Sustainable Solid 
Waste Management  (Gates 
Foundation) 

• Integrated Resource 
Management in Asian Cities: 
the Urban Nexus (GIZ) 

• Mainstreaming Climate Change 
Concerns Into National Urban –
related Policies (DA) 

• Water-resilient sustainable 
cities 

• Eco-city/climate resilience 

• Urban infrastructure 

• Municipal governance & 
budget 

• Etc. 

 



Towards  Sustainable Cities: 

Sustainable Urban Development 

Section 

Analysis: SUDS Knowledge products, publications, reports 



Cities as Drivers of Development 
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Cities as Drivers of Development 

 Natural population growth, migration, informal sector 
 

 Modernizing and developing infrastructure for economic growth 
 

 Rapidly rising middle-class with conspicuous consumption life-styles 
 

 High concentration of services & commercial attractions (i.e. 
department stores, major hotels, tourism, banks, etc.) 
 

 Social status signifies wealth and achievements (i.e. luxury cars, 
expensive condos,  gated communities, etc.) 

 

Drivers of consumption in Asian-Pacific cities: 



Cities as Drivers of Development 

Asia’s working-age still 
a force for strong 
economic momentum 

Even as majority of Asians are 
rural, the urban population is 
the largest in the world 
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