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The International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC) – Where we have been 

1878 

• Bern 
Convention on 
Phylloxera 
vastatrix 

• 5 country 
agreement  

1881 

• Convention 
Respecting 
Measures To 
Be Taken 
Against 
Phylloxera 
vastatrix 

• 12 country 
agreement 

1929 

• International 
Convention for 
the Protection 
of Plants 

1952 

• Original text of 
the IPPC 
enters into 
force 

1979 

• IPPC modified 

1989 

• Uruguay 
Round of GATT 
recognizes 
IPPC 

1997 

• Revised text of 
the IPPC 
adopted 

• Alignment 
with SPS 
agreement of 
WTO 

2005 

• Revised text 
enters into 
force 

Article I “With the purpose of securing common and 
effective action to prevent the spread and introduction 
of pests of plants and plant products, and to promote 
appropriate measures for their control…” 



The Convention and certification 

• Article IV (2) “The responsibilities of an official 
national plant protection organization shall include 
the following: (a) the issuance of certificates relating 
to the phytosanitary regulations of the importing 
contracting party for consignments of plants, plant 
products and other regulated articles;…” 

• Article V (3) “Each contracting party undertakes not 
to require consignments of plants or plant products or 
other regulated articles imported into its territories to 
be accompanied by phytosanitary certificates 
inconsistent with the models set out in the Annex to 
this Convention...” 



Phytosanitary 
certification 

• Model 
phytosanitary 
certificate (PC) and 
PC for re-export 
established in the 
Convention 
 

 



Phytosanitary certification 

• ISPM 7 and 12 provide guidance on issuance of 
PCs and PCs for re-export 
• ISPM 7 Phytosanitary certification system describes 

the components of a national system for the issuance 
of PCs 
• Topic added in 1994, standard adopted in 1997, revised in 

2011 

• ISPM 12 Phytosanitary certificates describes the 
content of PCs 
• Topic added in 1996, standard first adopted in 2001, revised 

in 2014 

 



Electronic certification 

• 2011 open ended working group on electronic 
certificates established 

• 2014 CPM approved Appendix 1 Electronic 
phytosanitary certificates, information on 
standard XML schemas and exchange 
mechanisms to ISPM 12 which describes the  
• Format and contents of ePhytos  

• Mechanism for exchange  

• Guidance on harmonized codes and schema  
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