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Preface 

 

In September 2014, the United Nations Regional Commissions (UNRCs) including ECA, ECE, ECLAC, 

ESCAP and ESCWA, initiated a global survey to collect data and information on trade facilitation and 

paperless trade implementation from their respective member states. Conducted in collaboration with 

UNCTAD, OECD, ITC, OCO and SELA, the results of the survey are expected to enable countries and their 

development partners to better understand and monitor progress in trade facilitation, support 

evidence-based policy-making, identify good practices and identify capacity building and technical 

assistance needs. 

The global survey represents a key initiative under the framework of the Joint UNRC Approach to Trade 

Facilitation, which was agreed upon by the Executive Secretaries of the five UNRCs in Beirut (January 

2010) to enable the UNRCs to present a joint (global) view on key trade facilitation issues. The 

questionnaire for the global survey was jointly prepared and finalized by UNRCs and OECD to ensure 

data could be shared and compared. 

The global survey builds on an annual regional survey carried out by ESCAP since 2012. It covers not only 

implementation of some important measures included in the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 

but also of measures aimed at enabling paperless trade, or the conduct of trade using electronic rather 

than paper-based data and documentation. Indeed, a recent ESCAP study found that “next generation” 

trade facilitation measures have just as much potential as more traditional measures to reduce trade 

costs and increase intra- and extra-regional trade, with full implementation of cross-border paperless 

trade expected to generate USD 257 billion of additional export potential annually for the Asia-Pacific 

region alone.1 

This regional report is part of this global survey effort. It was prepared by Yann Duval, Tengfei Wang and 

Dimitra Tsoulou Malakoudi, Trade Facilitation Unit, Trade and Investment Division, ESCAP. 

  

                                                           
1
 http://www.unescap.org/resources/estimating-benefits-cross-border-paperless-trade 

http://www.unescap.org/resources/estimating-benefits-cross-border-paperless-trade
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