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An	extended	‘development	trilogy’	
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Real	per-capita	GDP	increased	significantly		
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Slowing	down	of	economic	growth	
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•  Long-term growth projections (ADB 2011, 2015; UN 2016) 
predict a growth slowdown – ‘New normal’ for several 
reasons: 
o  Delayed recovery 
o  Moderate prospects of China and India 
o  Weak economic performance of large global players 
o  Conditional convergence due to slow growth of labour force  



Asia’s	popula5on	change	1950-2100	
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Asia's	popula'on	change		1950-2100	(millions)	(projec'ons:	medium	fer'lity)	
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•  Fer5lity	rates	have	declined	
(total	births	per	woman	declined)	

•  People	live	longer	
•  More	children	survive	beyond	

five	years	

•  The	share	of	children	aged	0-14	
in	the	total	popula5on	decline	
sharply	

•  Share	of	the	working	age	
popula5on	15-64	has	been	rising	
with	each	region	and	country	
reaching	peak	levels	at	different	
5me	periods	

•  The	share	of	aged	popula5on	65+	
will	outstrip	that	of	children	for	
the	first	5me	in	known	history	



Elements	of	demographic	transi5on	

0.0	

5.0	

10.0	

15.0	

20.0	

25.0	

30.0	

35.0	

40.0	

45.0	

19
50
	

19
55
	

19
60
	

19
65
	

19
70
	

19
75
	

19
80
	

19
85
	

19
90
	

19
95
	

20
00
	

20
05
	

20
10
	

20
15
	

20
20
	

20
25
	

20
30
	

20
35
	

20
40
	

20
45
	

20
50
	

20
55
	

20
60
	

20
65
	

20
70
	

20
75
	

20
80
	

20
85
	

20
90
	

20
95
	

21
00
	

The	aged	share	of	children	0-14	and	65+	of	Asia	and	the	world				
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Food	security	implica5ons	
•  Rural-urban	migra5on	and	urbaniza5on		

–  Significant	rural-urban	migra5on	à	more	people	will	begin	to	
live	in	ci5es	than	in	ci5es	within	the	next	10-20	years	

–  Popula5ons	in	urban	agglomera5ons	are	increasing	
•  China:	63	million	in	1970	to	278	million	in	2010	(83	million	of	this,	ager	
2000)	

•  India:	43	million	in	1970	to	164	million	in	2010	
•  APR:	223	million	in	1980	to	619	million	in	2010	(increase	of	396	mil)	

•  Implica5ons	
à Urban	food	security	becomes	a	cri5cal	component	
à Men	migrate	to	urban	centres	leaving	agriculture	largely	to	women	à	new	

issues:	labour,	technology	appropriate	for	women	
à Despite	migra5on,	rural	popula5on	is	s5ll	rising	in	absolute	terms	à	rural	

employment	is	an	issue	(in	2014,	53%	of	the	total	popula5on	or	2.1	billion	lived	
in	rural	areas,	compared	to	60%	in	1960)	
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