
Background

The Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) aims at overcoming the structural challenges 
of least developed countries (LDCs) through building human and productive 
capacities and supporting their graduation from LDC status. Its overarching objective 
is to support the sustainable development of the least developed countries. Such 
objective received a strong endorsement from the international community through 
the adoption in September 2015 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The 2030 Agenda is flexible in that it lets each Government decide how its aspirational 
and global targets should be best incorporated in their national planning processes, 
policies and strategies, taking into account their national realities, capacities and 
levels of development. However, with two ambitious global development agendas, 
the question is how should LDCs implement both of them. 

With 251 actions included in the IPoA and 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and 169 targets in the 2030 Agenda, it is clear that a strategic approach based on 
the prioritization and sequencing of actions, SDGs and targets is necessary. The 
purpose of this side event is to discuss how LDCs from Asia and the Pacific are 
planning to implement both agendas. 

To facilitate the discussion, ESCAP will present a new report entitled From the 
Istanbul Programme of Action to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
The report finds that there are significant complementarities between IPoA and 
the 2030 Agenda, suggesting that LDCs could make substantial progress towards 
the achievement of SDGs by pursuing actions of the Programme. The report also 
recognizes that when it comes to the implementation of the SDGs, it is not the case 
that “one size fits all” and proposes a unique analytical framework to identify the 
optimal pathways for the achievement of SDGs in each country. 

Objectives

The main objective of this high-level side event is to learn about the experience 
and challenges of a number of LDCs from the region in implementing of the IPoA, 
their priorities and plans for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and the 
complementarities they see in both agendas.
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HIGH-LEVEL SIDE EVENT
Towards the implementation of Sustainable 
Development Goals in the Asia-Pacific LDCs



Organization and participation 

The side event will be organized as a high-level panel discussion, which will be followed by an open 
discussion. Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary 
of ESCAP will moderate the session. The panel will include Ministers from the Asia-Pacific region, private 
sector and CSO representatives. Speakers will be kindly requested to limit their interventions to 5 to 7 
minutes. Member States, representatives of non-governmental organizations and the private sector and 
members of the media attending the Mid-term Review of the Istanbul Programme of Action are invited to 
attend.
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For further information, contact:

Mr. Sudip Ranjan Basu
Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division 
United Nations ESCAP 
Bangkok, Thailand
Tel: +668 5969 4254 
Email: basu@un.org

Join in on the conversation and follow us #MPFDAP

facebook.com/
unescap

twitter.com/
unescap

youtube.com/
unescap

flickr.com/
unitednationescap

Visit ESCAP website for further information: 
http://www.unescap.org/events/apldc-mtr

At the side event, ESCAP will launch the report:

ISBN 978-92-1-120728-6

A total 12 economies in the Asia-Pacific region are classified as least developed countries 
(LDCs) – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Kiribati, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. These countries 
face highly idiosyncratic structural challenges associated with disadvantages in their initial 
endowments and geographic features, including remoteness, costly access to international 
markets, insufficient human, natural and financial resources, and vulnerability to disasters. 

In recognition of their unique development challenges and vulnerabilities, the Istanbul Programme 
of Action has given impetus to building the human and productive capacities of LDCs, which 
is enabling their graduation from the LDC category. Its overarching objective to support the 
sustainable development of LDCs has received a strong endorsement from the international 
community through the adoption in September 2015 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

This report explores effective ways to address the challenges involved in implementing the 
Istanbul Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia-Pacific 
least developed countries simultaneously. For that purpose, the report examines to what 
extent the 251 actions in the Istanbul Programme of Action support the achievement of the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 associated targets of the 2030 Agenda. The report 
also proposes a unique analytical framework for the prioritization and sequencing of the 2030 
Agenda in each country.
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LAO PDR

CAMBODIA

SOLOMON 
ISLANDS

VANUATU

MYANMAR

NEPAL

AFGHANISTAN

BHUTAN

BANGLADESH

TIMOR-LESTE

KIRIBATI

TUVALU

MET GRADUATION ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

NOT MET CRITERIA

12 ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs:
7 MET THE CRITERIA
FOR GRADUATION

7 MET CRITERIA
Bhutan
Kiribati
Nepal
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tuvalu*
Vanuatu*

3 MET CRITERIA
Angola*
Equatorial Guinea*
Sao Tome and Principe

* ALREADY RECOMMENDED FOR GRADUATION

5 NOT MET 
CRITERIA

 

33 NOT MET 
CRITERIA

12 ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs  36 NON ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs 

IPoA GOAL SATISFIED: MORE THAN HALF OF ASIA-PACIFIC 
LDCs HAVE ALREADY MET GRADUATION CRITERIA 

 LDC Graduation Status 2015
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预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_3218


