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Agreements on Trade in Services 

Multilateral level : The General 
Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) 

 
 

Regional level : ASEAN 
Framework Agreement on 
Services (AFAS) 
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Bilateral Level : Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) (TAFTA…) 



International trade in services defined by the Four Modes of Supply of the 
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 

Mode 1 Cross border trade, which is 
defined as delivery of a service 
from the territory of one country 
into the territory of other 
country; 

Mode 3 Commercial presence - which 
covers services provided by a 
service supplier of one country in 
the territory of any other 
country, and 
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Mode 2 Consumption abroad - this mode 
covers supply of a service of one 
country to the service consumer 
of any other country 

Mode 4 Presence of natural persons - 
which covers services provided 
by a service supplier of one 
country through the presence of 
natural persons in the territory 
of any other country. 
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Source : World Trade In Services (2011) 
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Source : EU-Asia Trade Relations Beyond China 
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