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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

I: Background 

 

The 193 member States of the United Nations has adopted a transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development with a set of sustainable development goals at the seventieth session of the General Assembly in 

September 2015. ESCAP has also initiated a process to support member States set up a forma l models necessary to 

integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development and understand the linkages and impacts of policies 

through workshops and training programmes. The economies of the Asia-Pacific region are uniquely placed to 

implement a transformative development agenda beyond 2015. However, there have been several external economic and 

financial shocks that require careful policy intervention. In particular, due to these linkages with other regions, smaller 

economies in the region continue to face with heightened policy uncertainty. This requires, among others, a more 

calibrated approach towards better understanding of policies and information set. The macroeconomic model could enable 

policymakers to appropriately assess the short-to-medium term economic perspectives and their policy implications. This 

will help indeed guide macroeconomic policy management and responses, which can further support an integrated 

modelling approaches to sustainable development.  

 

The workshop will provide opportunities to the policymakers from the member States, especially from the Countries with 

Special Needs, such as the least developed countries (LDCs) to learn about the current state of art progress in making 

national level macroeconomic monitoring, forecasts and policy simulation. This workshop-cum-training meeting will be, 

among others, one of the initial ESCAP plans for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at 

the regional and national levels.   

 

II: Objectives  

 

The objective of this workshop-cum-training meeting is to: 

 provide a peer learning platform for policy makers from developing countries of Asia and the Pacific to 

exchange knowledge and shared experience on building macroeconomic monitoring and forecasting analysis 

and methodological tools;  

 enhance understanding and provide training to policymakers for management of macroeconomic and 

financial indicators for increasing their technical capacity;  

 support a group of member States, especially the LDCs, in setting up annual and/or high-frequency national 

macroeconomic forecasting models; and  

 facilitate regional dialogue on setting up a modelling framework for the integration of economic, social and 

environmental pillars of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

The workshop will be an important opportunity to discuss the plan to establish a network of experts to enhance regional 

collaboration on creating a modelling framework for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development in Asia and the Pacific region. 

 

III. Organization and participation 

 

The participants will comprise government officials (i.e., Ministry of Finance, Central Bank and/or Think-tanks who are 

under the government) who are directly responsible to undertake the preparation of the macro modelling, forecast and 

policy simulation for their respective governments. The event will be organized as a workshop-cum-training sessions, 

comprise of trainers in database management, statistical information, macroeconomic models, and SDGs-consistent model 

structure. The selected participants are requested to make a presentation of their national macroeconomic forecasting and 

policy simulation models (about 20 minutes), and to prepare a brief note about 7 to 10 pages outlining the structure, 

database, methodology and software platform to run the national macroeconomic and policy simulation models, with a 

special reference to the new ideas for modelling SDGs, and the role of ESCAP in supporting countries  in Asia and the 

Pacific. 

 

IV: Documentation 

 

ESCAP will disseminate the technical background notes for the event. Please visit the website of ESCAP for further 

information about the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and other documents: www.unescap.org/events 

http://www.unescap.org/events
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