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I. Current Demographic, Living 

and Economic Status of Elders 

 



 2015 Elderly Population in Korea 
(Statistics Korea, 2015) 

 # of Elderly people : 6.62 million (13.1% of 

Total Population) 

76.6% : Living Urban Area (56.4%, ’94) 

Sex ratio:  71.7 (male): 100 (female)  

Elderly Dependency Ratio: 17.9  (10.1 -2000, 

57.2-2040) 

% of No-Education: 9.6% (36.7%, ’94) 



Rapid Aging Trends 

  
Year to reach % of the proportion Years to change 

7% 14% 20% 7→14% 14→20% 

Japan 1970 1994 2006 24 12 

France 1864 1979 2020 115 41 

Germany 1932 1972 2012 40 40 

UK 1929 1976 2021 47 45 

Korea 2000 2018 2026 18 8 



International Comparisons for 50 years 
(1960- 2009)  



Demographic Structure(2011) 
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• Total pop. 48 million  
• Aging Pop. 11.3% 

 (Source Statistics Korea. 2011.5.30) 

1955-1963 
(1st baby boomer) 

1968-1974 
(2nd baby boomer) 

1980-1984 (birth) 
(3rd baby boomer) 



Living &  Economic status  
(2014  National Elderly Survey: KIHASA)  

% of Living Alone + Couple only Elders/ Total 

Elders 

25.2% (1994) → 44.9% (1998)→67.5% (2014) 

Ave. Yearly Income : 23.5 million Won (20,000  $)   

% of Public Pension : 39.6%  (16.1%, ’05) 

Very Low actual amount ( ’08 : 20yr –contribution) 

Elderly Suicide  (1st of OECD) 55.5 /100, 000 

Male : 2.7 times higher than female 
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