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PROGRESS REPORTSON THE ACTIVITIES
OF THE SPECA PROJECT WORKING GROUPS

I. WATER AND ENERGY RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

The focus of the work in 2015 continued to be ortewaand dam safety cooperation between
SPECA countries. Important developments in theoretinked to the SPECA activities are the start
of exchange of hydrology data on the Pyanj rivawieen Afghanistan and Tajikistan in 2015 as
well as support to the establishment of a natiag&incy in Tajikistan responsible for the safety of
hydro-technical infrastructure.

Main work on energy focused on energy efficienenewable energy resources and “Sustainable
Energy for All” including the implementation of treutcomes of the Asian and Pacific Energy
Forum as well as exchange views and good pradieggeen SPECA countries and others.

The directions of work include the following:
Dam Safety in Central Asia: Capacity-building and Subregional Cooperation

The project aiming to improve safety of dam operadiin Central Asia started in 2006. Project
results of previous phases include a model natitaal on safety of large hydraulic facilities,
including dams, intended to be a base of natioaainbnized legal frameworks for dam safety; a
draft regional agreement on cooperation on damtysaféhich stipulates, inter alia, exchange of
information and notification of other countriesdase of accidents with dams; expertise provided to
the development of dam safety legislation in Kassdh, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan as well as joint
training for experts in the region.

The third project phase started in 2012 with theufoon cooperation on training of experts and
students in the region and to continue the workatieguard the safety of individual dams. A safety
monitoring system funded by the UNECE project oa @rtotokoi dam in Kyrgyzstan on the
transboundary Chu river was inaugurated in Septer@025. In 2015, work on the regulation of
low-pressure dams and the renewal of Rules fordtbgtion for hydraulic infrastructure continued
as was work on national institutions and policyajikistan and Kazakhstan. Presently a grant from
the Russian Federation provides the main fundirth@project.

A regional project meeting will take place in Bigthkon 3-4 December 2015. Information about the
project can be found atitp://www.unece.or g/env/water/damsafety.htm.




Development of Cooperation on the Chu and Talas Rivers

In 2006, the Kazakh-Kyrgyz Chu and Talas Rivers @ugsion was inaugurated with the support
of UNECE and ESCAP. The establishment of the Comionscreated a mutually beneficial way
for Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan to share responsitaid funding of water infrastructure used by
both countries. Project support has also contributethe further broadening of cooperation to
improve the joint management of the Chu and Taless.

Funds have been approved for support by the GBba@ronmental Facility to broaden the bilateral
cooperation, including on environmental issues, a@fter the development of the project document
in 2014 the project has been initiated in 2015. WNBnd UNECE are responsible for the
implementation of the project. The project inceptimoeeting was held in May and the first major
set of activities was initiated in connection wattbilateral meeting held 16-18 September at Issyk
Kul.

Information about the work under the Commission dan found athttp://www.chutalas-
commission.or g/.

Promoting Cooper ation to Adapt to Climate Change in the Chu-Talas Transboundary Basin

A follow-up of a previous project on climate charagiaptation with the objective to develop a joint
strategy for climate change adaptation is beintpteid during 2015. This UNECE-UNDP project

aims to further improve the adaptive capacity ok#lhstan and Kyrgyzstan, to support dialogue
and cooperation on assessing impacts of climatagehan water resources and identification of
possible adaptation measures in the transboundentext and thereby prevent controversy on the
use of water resources.

Regional Dialogue and Cooper ation on Water Resour ces M anagement in Central Asia

The Programme “Transboundary Water Management imr@leAsia” was launched in 2008 by the
Government of Germany. A Programme component “Redidialogue and cooperation on water
resources management” has been implemented sif@b¥he UNECE, with the aim to empower
the countries of Central Asia to develop and im@atmutually acceptable, long-term solutions to
improve cooperation on transboundary water resgurémhancing the regional dialogue and
strengthening the capacity of regional institutidos water resources management are the major
objectives.

Phase Il of the project was initiated in 2015 wiitle main focus on the development of a shared
information space for water and environment in @dnfsia and further capacity-building on
international water law. A meeting of a coordinatigroup for the shared information space
involving regional organizations was held 1-2 Segier 2015 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. For more
information sednttp://www.unece.or g/env/water /cadialogue/cadwelcome.html.

Water Quality in Central Asia, second phase

A follow-up to the previous water quality projeainded by the United Nations Development
Account and implemented 2009-2012 is being initlatle October 2015. The project will be
implemented in cooperation with the Regional Envinental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC).



In cooperation with authorities from all countritee project, funded by Finland, aim to further
develop regional cooperation on water quality.

Strengthening Cooper ation on Transboundary Water shed M anagement between Afghanistan
and Tajikistan in the Upper AmuDarya River Basin

The project supports Afghanistan and Tajikistathie development of hydrology and environment
cooperation in the upper Amu Darya basin. The Mipifor Water and Energy and the National
Environmental Protection Agency of Afghanistan #mel Committee for Environmental Protection
and the Hydromet of Tajikistan are project partn€@s the basis of existing bilateral agreements
the two countries aim to strengthen their coopenatind information exchange.

During 2015 the cooperation intensified. In Augastechnical bilateral meeting was held and a
joint expedition organised. A high-level bilateraketing took place in October in Dushanbe. Two
major developments in 2015 are the start of exobafidnydrology data on the Pyanj river between
Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and the negotiationa eéparate bilateral environmental agreement.

Project activities are funded by Russia and Finlavidre information including an “Atlas of
cooperation” can be found attp://www.unece.or g/env/water /centralasia.html.

Application of clean, renewable and/or alter native ener gy technologiesfor rural areasin Central
Asan countries

The objective of the project is to strengthen matiocapacities of the Central Asian countries to
enhance access to clean, renewable and/or alterratergy through off-grid, micro- and mini-grid
solutions in rural and remote areas.

The objective of the project has been achievedigiraéhe following strategy:

. Conducting national assessments for Kazakhstangyigtan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on
access to clean, renewable and/or alternative ynenayided by off-grid solutions with the focus
on rural and remote areas, and on identifying piaielenewable energy sites close to productive
use loads in rural and remote areas.

. Developing a prefeasibility study for future implentation as a pilot project.

. Organizing an end-of-the-project workshop for eigpand governmental officials from Central
Asian countries to present the results/recommemtabf the project.

Promoting Renewable Energy Investments for Climate Change Mitigation and Sustainable
Development

Under the framework of this project, 15 expertsnfr® SPECA countries participated at the

“International Training Course on Business Planrioig Renewable Energy”. The training was

designed to help representatives of private andigp@bmpanies better prepare and implement
renewable energy (RE) projects. It also aims &irgiawareness about RE investments, including
through public-private partnerships, among finagcarganizations. Participants improved their

financial engineering and business planning skdlsdentify, select and develop RE investment
projects and prepare bankable project proposals.



Database of Policies and Regulations on Sustainable Use of Energy and Renewable Ener gy
Sourcesin Countries of North and Central Asia

As one of the outcomes of the ESCAP project “Enlmanenergy security through regional
cooperation” funded by the Russian Federation, Mfa¢abase of policies and regulations on
sustainable use of energy and renewable energgesour countries of North and Central Asia has
been developed and is now openly available onlineiav.asiapacificenergy.or g.

The database currently contains over 1000 docunfemts Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russian Federation, Tajikistan and Uzbekistans ktdntinuously updated and reflects the current
policy and regulatory framework for energy effiagrnand renewable energy sources development
in North and Central Asia.

The database has been developed to serve as amatifmn tool for policymakers and researchers
to compare policy and legal frameworks of the coaatcovered by the project and to identify the
trends in their development. It can be a usefur@wf information on the experiences and the
approaches of the countries in developing relematibnal policies and legislation. There are plans
for further expansion of database to cover moret@s of the subregion.

The Inter-regional Workshop and Study Tour on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Ener gy
Projects and Policies, held from 8 to 12 February 2015 in Israel, wastjp organized by the
UNECE and MASHAV - Israel's Agency for Internatibimsevelopment Cooperation and ESCAP.
For the UNECE, this event was organized in the éaork of the United Nations Development
Account (UNDA) projects “Promoting energy efficignmvestments for climate change mitigation
and sustainable development”, and “Promoting reb&vanergy investments for climate change
mitigation and sustainable development”. Nine gowent officials and experts from Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistamg &zbekistan participated in the event. The
Workshop aimed at strengthening capacity of decismakers and practitioners from these
countries to increase share of renewable energnaéngy mix and improve energy efficiency. In
this context, the participants learnt about theeeigmce of Israel in promoting and implementing
energy efficiency and renewable energy policiesrardsures.

The Sixth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development was heldin Yerevan,
on 29 September - 2 October 2015. The Forum waanargd in cooperation with ESCAP and
other UN Regional Commissions and became one ofntipertant events of the UN Decade of
Sustainable Energy for All, 2014-2024. Over 270edates, including representatives of five
SPECA countries, attended the Forum.

Under the framework of the Forum, UNECE held a Vgbdp on Access to Energy in Remote
Areas, which focused on the most effective indtnal, legal, financial, technical and other
mechanisms to improve energy access, in partiénlaemote rural areas. National experts from
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistags@nted national assessments on access to
energy services provided by off-grid solutions witie focus on rural and remote areas, and on
identifying potential renewable energy sites cltwsproductive use loads in rural and remote areas.

Enhancing regional cooperation on sustainable energy including the implementation the
outcomes from the Asian and Pacific Energy Forum

As one of the outcomes of the ESCAP project “Enlmanenergy security through regional
cooperation” funded by the Russian Federation, Mfa¢abase of policies and regulations on



sustainable use of energy and renewable energgesur countries of North and Central Asia has
been developed and is now merged with the AsiaRaxific Energy Portal and the information
related to sustainable energy policies and strasefjom SPECA countries are available online at
www.asiapacificener gy.org

Representatives of the SPECA countries also pap@ted in the work of the annual sessions of
the following UNECE Groups of Expertgeld in Geneva in 2015:

. Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Producfimm Fossil Fuels
. Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane (CMM)

. Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency

. Group of Experts on Renewable Energy

. Group of Experts on Resource Classification

. Group of Experts on Gas

I[I. TRANSPORT AND BORDER CROSSING

Efficient international and regional transport ag key role in addressing the economic
development challenges faced by landlocked SPEGhtdes. Therefore, transport infrastructure
development, facilitation of border-crossing arahsit procedures and improvement of road safety
is a priority for cooperation in the SPECA subregi8ince 1998, UNECE and ESCAP have been
supporting these developments as alternating sew@eto the SPECA Project Working Group on
Transport and Border Crossing (PWG-TBC).

The 20th jubilee session of SPECA Project Workimgup on Transport and Border Crossing took
place in Almaty, Kazakhstan, on 10-11 Septembeb20le session was hosted by the Ministry for
Investment and Development of the Republic of Kastkn and co-organized by UNECE and
ESCAP. Representatives of Afghanistan, Azerbaijazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
participated, alongside with the Islamic Developmd&ank, the Asian Development Bank,
TRACECA and members of national transport institasi and the private sector. The aim of the
session was to take stock of the progress of tl&CBRransport cooperation, and to address topics
related to sustainable development of transpoteBys with special emphasis on connectivity and
more efficient international transport. During thmeeting PWG members presented their plans in
transport infrastructure development, activitiedenaken to remove bottlenecks (both physical and
non-physical), and progress related to accessionantd implementation of UN transport
conventions. Actions to improve road safety in tiegion were discussed as well. The PWG
encouraged SPECA countries:

. To harmonise transport infrastructure developméamngrelying on established frameworks
(Euro-Asian Transport Linkages; Intergovernmentajreé®ement on the Asian Highway
network, Intergovernmental Agreement on the Tras@A Railway network, the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports).

. To further facilitate international road and radrisport.

. To take actions to respond to the UN Decade ofoichior Road Safety, 2011-2020.

The quality and reliability of transport data rensio be a concern in most SPECA countries. As
transport is included as target under several Busdike Development Goals, addressing this issue is
rather timely. Thus, it was agreed that future mécdl assistance activities will give priority tatd
collection and processing in the transport sediat, with a special attention to road safety. All



documents and presentations of the 20th session ayvailable at
http://www.unece.or g/trans/main/speca/speca 20.html.

During the SPECA Road Safety Capacity-building Vébidp (Almaty, September 2015), which
was held back-to-back to the 20th SPECA PWG-TBCEGR countries presented their current
road safety situation, shared experiences on dpwegJoroad safety legal and regulatory
architecture, as well as on developing their natiostrategy, and setting up a road safety
management system. Collection and analysis of saéety data for monitoring and evaluation was
considered to be one of the key challenges.

Representatives of SPECA countries presented dfiirts in improvement of two-wheelers road
safety at the Round table on exploring the use Nf rdad safety legal instruments to address
powered two-wheeled vehicles safety policies in &ovd middle income countries (Geneva, March
2015). Round table was initiated by the Governmehtsrance, Italy and United States, supported
by UNECE and held in conjunction with the 70th sms®f Working Party on Road Safety. In the
conclusions, member countries were invited to daemio improvement of road safety legal
framework, to strengthen the capacities of natitraaisport research institutes, to focus on the& mos
critical issues for power two-wheelers and to usedenn technologies to address road safety
problems ittp://www.unece.or g/fileadmin/DAM /trans/doc/2015/wpl/ECE-TRANS WP1-149-

e.pdf).

In 2015, SPECA countries have benefited from séw#RECE workshops and advisory missions.
The capacity-building workshop on UN legal instrumtse on Inland Transport (accession
procedures and benefits of the conventions) waanizgd back-to-back to the Inland Transport
Committee Annual Meeting (Geneva, February 2018¢séhtations and discussions during the
workshop reaffirmed the need to access and implefdéhlegal instruments in order to create
more efficient, safer and environmental friendly ansport systems
(http://www.unece.or g/index.php?id=38839#/).

During the Il International Transport Logistics ram “New Silk Way” (Astana, May 2015)
UNECE moderated “New Silk Way — the economic in&ign of East and West” panel where
representatives of international financial insigos, transport organizations and enterprises
exchanged experience on development of Euro-Asiansport links. Panellists discussed the
prospective and challenges for the development ntdnd transport corridors, position and
possibilities for the landlocked countries in glbl@nsport routes and the latest trends in the
development of regional transport systems.

UNECE organized a Regional Seminar on the apptinaif the TIR Convention in Dushanbe (May
2015) with the participation of officials from Tkistan, Afghanistan, and Azerbaijan, among
others. Afghanistan has resumed its TIR operatanyg in 2013. The Seminar demonstrated the
increased use of TIR in Central Asia, as well asrdadiness of many countries in the region to
proceed with computerization of customs procedaresestablishment of single window concepts.
The main message that emerged from the Seminaaisséveral countries in the region are now
mature in their policy goals and strategic planadhieve deeper integration and modernization of
their trade and transport processes, especially debbor crossing procedures
(http://www.unece.or g/tir/seminar/dushanbe-tajikistan/sem-tajikistan-english.html).

The United Nations Development Account Project “@aty Building for Control Authorities and
Transport Operators to Improve Efficiency of Crbsseder Transport in Landlocked and Transit
Developing Countries”, implemented by ESCAP and pleted in 2014, assisted Kazakhstan,



Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan on the application of 88CAP transport facilitation toolkit and, in
particular, to support the clusters’ activities fwactical implementation of action plans on tramsp
facilitation at both national and corridor leveBPECA countries were encouraged to use the
above-mentioned toolkit and other ESCAP transgiitation models.

The United Nations Development Account Project é8githening the capacities of developing
countries and countries with economies in transitmfacilitate legitimate border crossing, regiona
cooperation and integration” — lead by UNECE anglemented in cooperation with ESCAP, aims
at increasing Customs-to-Customs electronic exaharigransit related data between, inter alia,
Kyrgyzstan and its neighbouring countries to furtingprove risk management procedures at border
crossing and, ultimately, further facilitate legiite transport. As part of the project, a worksbop
Customs-to-Customs Electronic Data Exchange has &emnized in Issyk-Kul (Kyrgyzstan) on 7-

8 September 2015 and was attended by delegations Kiazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

1. TRADE

The ninth session of the SPECA Project Working @ron Trade was hosted by the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) on 3 Julg20at the Palais des Nations, in Geneva.
It was combined with the High-Level Seminar on Regil Trade Cooperation. The objective was
to identify key issues for trade in the SPECA regiestablish dialogue between the SPECA
countries and international organizations on resttathe SPECA PWG on Trade: how these
organizations (UNECE, UNCTAD, ITC, development pars) could support the Group in the

medium to long term to unlock hitherto unused resesito develop the region and support efforts
to lower high trade costs.

The session identified the following areas for @mication of SPECA work on trade: trade
facilitation (notably, a regional trade facilitaticstrategy); implementation of the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA); integration into tgebal rules-based trading system (Global Goal
17.10); regional mechanism to exchange informatem WTO negotiations; monitoring
implementation of the Sustainable Development Gaalfrade; overcoming obstacles to cross-
border supply chains in Central Asia; regional aational studies on non-tariff barriers to trade,
benefits from regional trade, the economic impact\dO membership, and trade with major
partners outside the region.

The following goals were identified: (a) make SPE&Anore action-driven platform to implement
projects identified by Central Asian States andhare experiences; (b) connect to other regional
economic initiatives, including the Istanbul pragesf confidence building measures, CAREC,
ECO, the Eurasian Economic Union, TASIM, etc.; f@adus on fostering good governance and
robust institutions; (d) use SPECA as a forum faxilitating information exchanges on WTO
issues; (e) reinforce the SPECA Aid-for-Trade datitie; (f) organize the next regional trade event
in Ashgabat with special focus on WTO. It was sisee to establish a position in the Joint
ESCAP/UNECE SPECA Office in Almaty to support traderk.

Projects and activities

Aid-for-Trade. UNECE supported 19 representatives from SPECA tcegnto participate in the
biannual Aid-for-Trade review meeting and UNECEesglents on 1-2 July 2015, as well as a
meeting between a Vice Minister of Turkmenistartwiite Director General of WTO.



Single Window in Uzbekistan. UNECE provided support and expertise to the Govemntnof
Uzbekistan in implementing the second phase ofSihgle Window project in Uzbekistan through
two seminars in 2014.

Capacity-building. The UNECE Regional Adviser offered training ondieass assessments and
implementation of the WTO TFA at two seminars: fmzakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan in June 2015 and for Kazakhstan in Gut@915. UNECE also organized on 24-26
August 2015 in Dushanbe, together with OSCE, tnginon the UNECE Trade Facilitation

Implementation Guide (TFIG) for Afghanistan, Kazatdn and Tajikistan. It also organized, in
cooperation with the Eurasian Economic Commissiofii@ade Facilitation and ESCAP, training on
Business Process Analysis and assessing progresdding Single Window mechanisms on 15-16
May and 23-25 September 2015 (deigp://www.unece.or g/index.php?id=40729#/)

Study on Regulatory and Procedural Barriersto Tradein Kyrgyzstan

UNECE undertook a study on regulatory and procddbariers to trade in Kyrgyzstan
(http://www.unece.or o/index.php?id=40565) at the request of the Government. The study thees
UNECE evaluation methodology in order to capturéhldmehind and at-the-border regulatory and
procedural barriers to trade; highlight their impaon transaction costs; and detailed
recommendations, including for action at a regiolelel. The Deputy Minister of trade of
Kyrgyzstan reported on the steps that the Goverbmenld take in order to implement the
recommendations emerging from the study. The stlsly sets the stage for generating synergies
between interventions targeting improved produstiand export growth, as stipulated in the
National Strategy for Sustainable Development @& Kyrgyz Republic for 2013-2017 and the
Programme for the Transition of the Kyrgyz RepulbtticSustainable Development for 2013-2017.
The study would be followed by concerted effortsrtobilize the required financial resources for
implementation. The Government will develop a ptiped action plan, to be integrated into
Kyrgyzstan’'s United Nations Development Action Feamork (UNDAF) and used as a basis for a
national Aid-for-Trade (AfT) plan. It would also wowith the UNECE to develop multi-agency
technical assistance projects to implement themeoendations. The Governments of Kazakhstan
and Tajikistan are following up on the recommeraaiof the studies on regulatory and procedural
barriers to trade in these countries. There areexglicit plans for future studies in SPECA
countries, even if Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, andékistan are considering this possibility. The
SPECA Governing Council (or the PWG on Trade) migish to pass a decision on a joint request
for a regional study on regulatory and proceduaatibrs to trade.
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