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Regional Earthquake Recovery Dialogue for Building Back Better 
 

Organized by  

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

SAARC Disaster Management Centre  

and 

National Planning Commission, Government of Nepal 
 

1-2 October 2015,  

Crowne Plaza Kathmandu - Soaltee, Kathmandu, Nepal 

 
PROGRAMME 

 
Thursday, 1 October 2015 

09:30-10:00 
 

Agenda item 1: Opening of the Dialogue 

 

Chair: Hon’ble Mr. Suresh Man Shrestha, Member Secretary, National Planning 

Commission, Nepal 

 

• WelcomingRemarks 

Mr. Rabi Shanker Sainju, Programme Director, Nepal Planning Commission 

Secretariat, Nepal 

 

• Keynote Address 

Prof. Santosh Kumar, Director, SAARC Disaster Management Centre  

 

• Opening Address 

Dr. Shamika Sirimanne, Director, Information and Communications Technology 

and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP 

 

• Inaugural Address  

Hon'ble Prof. Dr. Govind Raj Pokhrel, Vice-Chairman, National   Planning 

Commission, Nepal 

 

• Chairman's Remark 

Hon’ble Mr. Suresh Man Shrestha, Member Secretary, National Planning 

Commission, Nepal 
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10:00-10:15 Break 

10:15-12:00 Agenda item 2: Challenges and Opportunities for Recovery and Reconstruction: 

the 2015 Nepal Ghorka Earthquake 

 

Moderator:  Hon'ble Prof. Dr. Govind Raj Pokharel, Vice-chairperson, National 

Planning Commission, Nepal 

 

This session will explore the opportunities and challenges presented by the Nepal's 

Gorkha earthquake recovery and reconstruction process. These findings will be 

furthersupported by insights and perspectives from experiences in South and South-

West Asia. 

 

• Introductionto the post Nepal's Gorkha earthquake recovery and reconstruction 

process by Hon'ble Prof. Dr.Govind Nepal, Member, National Planning 

Commission, Nepal 

 

Panel discussion 

• Prof. Shekarchizadeh Mohammad, President, Road, Housing and Urban 

Development Research Centre, Islamic Republic of Iran 

• Mr. Ishtiaq Ahmed, Member Ops, National Disaster Management Authority, 

Pakistan 

• Hon’ble Mr. Anil K. Sinha, Vice Chairman, Bihar State Disaster Management 

Authority, India  

 

• Q & A 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 – 15:00 Agenda item 3: Earthquake Recovery and Reconstruction Experiencesfrom South 

and South-West Asia 

 

Moderator: Hon’ble Prof. Dr. Govind Napal, Member, National Planning Commission, 

Nepal 

This session will present and discuss earthquake recovery and reconstruction 

experiences from Bhutan and India with a focus on the housing and infrastructure 

sectors. 

 

• 2001 Bhuj earthquake recovery and reconstruction in India: reconstruction of 

the housing sector in a high population density area, by Dr. V Thiruppugazh, 

National Disaster Management Authority, India 

• 2015 Nepal's Gorkha Earthquake- recovery and reconstruction in Bihar, India, 

by Hon’ble Mr. Anil K. Sinha, Vice Chairman, Bihar State Disaster Management 

Authority, India 

• 2003 Bam reconstruction process after earthquake, by Mr. Alizamani 

Mohammad, Head of Reconstruction of Bam City, Housing Foundation, Islamic 

Republic of Iran 
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• Discussion 

 

15:00 – 15:15 Break 

15:15 – 17:00 
 

Agenda item 3 continued:  Earthquake Recovery and Reconstruction 

Experiencesfrom South and South-West Asia 
 

Moderator: Prof. Santosh Kumar, Director, SAARC Disaster Management Centre  

This session will continue with presentations and discussions on earthquake recovery 

and reconstruction experiences from Iran, Pakistan and Turkey with a focus on the 

cultural heritage and infrastructure sectors.  

 
• 2005 Pakistan earthquake recovery and reconstruction: low-cost earthquake 

resilient building approaches, by Mr. Ishtiaq Ahmed, Member Ops, National 

Disaster Management Authority, Pakistan 

• 2011 Sikkim earthquake recovery and reconstruction in India: building a 

resilient infrastructure network in mountain areas, by Hon’ble Prof. Vinod K. 

Sharma, Executive Vice Chairman, Sikkim State Disaster Management 

Authority, India 

 
• Discussion 

 

18:30 – 21:00 
Dinner hosted by Hon’ble Mr. Suresh Man Shrestha, Member Secretary, National 

Planning Commission, Nepal 

 

 

Friday, 2 October 2015 

09:00 - 10:30 

 

Agenda item 4:  The Economics of Building Back Better 
 
Moderator: Dr. Shamika Sirimanne, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction, ESCAP 

 

This session will present and discuss the economic costs involved in building resilient 

housing, infrastructure and productive sector assets. Experiences from the South and 

South-West Asian region will be presented. 

 

• Dr. Anshu Sharma, SEEDS 

• Prof. Santosh Kumar, Director, SAARC Disaster Management Centre 

• Dr. Suman Karna, Early Recovery/Recovery Specialist, International 

Organization for Migration 

 

• Discussion 

 

10:30 - 10:45 Break 
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10:45 - 12:00 

 

Agenda item 5: Identifying Key Lessons from the Earthquake Recovery and 

Reconstruction Experiencesin South and South-West Asia 
 
Moderator: Hon'ble Prof. Dr. Govind Nepal, Member, National Planning Commission, 

Nepal 

 
This session will identify the key lessons from the earthquake recovery and 

reconstruction experiences in South and South-West Asia discussed in agenda item 3 

along with the associated economic costs as presented in agenda item 4. The relevance 

of these key lessons for the recovery and reconstruction process in Nepal will be 

discussed. 

 

• Lessons learned, by Dr. Anshu Sharma, SEEDS 

 

Panel discussion 

• Hon'ble Dr. Swarnim Wagle, Member, National Planning Commission, Nepal 

• Prof. Shekarchizadeh Mohammad, President, Road, Housing and Urban 

Development Research Centre, Islamic Republic of Iran 

• Mr. Ishtiaq Ahmed, Member Ops, National Disaster Management Authority, 

Pakistan 

• Hon’ble Prof. Vinod K. Sharma, Executive Vice Chairman, Sikkim State 

Disaster Management Authority, India 

 

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 - 14:15 
 

Agenda item 6: Capacity Development Challenges in Nepal: perspectives from the 

Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development  of Disaster Information 

Management (APDIM) 

 

Moderator: Hon'ble Dr. Swarnim Wagle, Member National Planning Commission, 

Nepal 

 

This session will present and discuss the role of APDIM in providing capacity building 

for the post Nepal's Gorkha recovery and reconstruction process based on the challenges 

and opportunities presented in agenda item 2, along with experiences shared from the 

South and South-West region as outlined in the discussions of agenda item 3 and 5.  

 

• Proposed programme of work for APDIM in Nepal, byDr. Sanjay Srivastava, 

Chief, Disaster Risk Reduction Section, ESCAP 

• Dr. Indrajit Pal, Assistant Professor, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok  

• Dr. Teraphan Ornthammarath, Technical Advisor, Regional Integrated Multi-

Hazard Early Warning System for Africa and Asia 

• Dr. Khajeh Ahmad Attari Nader, Senior Expert, Road, Housing and Urban 

Development Research Centre, Islamic Republic of Iran 

 

• Discussion 

 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_4048


