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Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

“NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON TRADE POLICY CHOICES: ACCESSION TO

WTO AND APTA”

Jointly organized by

United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

and

Ministry of Economic Affairs, Government of Bhutan

8-10 December 2014
Venue: Bhutan

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Day 1
Monday, 8 December 2014

0900-0930 hrs

Registration

0930-1000 hrs

Inaugural Session

Welcome Remarks

Representative of ESCAP

Hon’ble Secretary
Ministry of Economic Affairs
Bhutan (TBC)

1000-1015 hrs

Tea/ Coffee

1015-1130 hrs

Session 1

Trade and Sustainable Development

Mr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna
Trade and Investment Division
ESCAP

1130-1300 hrs

Lunch

1300-1415 hrs

Session 2

Evidence Based Trade policy Making:
Using statistical tools for made policy making
(Session 1)

Dr. Witada Anukoonwattaka
Trade and Investment Division
ESCAP

1415-1530 hrs

Tea/ Coffee

1530-1645 hrs

Session 3

Using statistical tools for made policy making
(Session 2)

Dr. Witada Anukoonwattaka
Trade and Investment Division
ESCAP




Day 2
Tuesday, 9 December 2014

0930-1045 hrs

Session 4

Regional Trade Agreements
in Asia and the Pacific

Dr.Joong-Wan CHO
Chief, APTA Secretariat

and ESCAP
Overview of Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement
1045-1100 hrs lea/ Coffee
Session 5

1100-1215 hrs

Highlights of 4th Round concessions
Accession procedures of APTA
Regional Arrangement for the Facilitation of
Cross-border Paperless Trade

Mr. Jun Ho SHIN
NRL Expert on Trade and
Monetary Cooperation
ESCAP

1215-1345 hrs

Lunch

Session 6

Presentation on “Country Report on Bhutan

Dr. Indra Nath Mukherji

1345-1430 hrs | and Potential Benefits of Bhutan’s Accession to Consultant
APTA” APTA Secretariat
1430-1445 hrs Tea/ Coffee
Session 7

1445-1630 hrs

Meeting with Officials of the Government of
Bhutan to prioritize areas of cooperation
including APTA

Dr. Joong-Wan CHO
Mr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna
Mr. Jun Ho SHIN
Prof. M. Bhatnagar
Dr. Indra Nath Mukherji

Day 3

Wednesday, 10 December 2014

0930-1030 hrs

Session 8

WTO Overview and S&D treatment for LDCs

Mr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna
Trade and Investment Division
ESCAP

1030-1045 hrs

Tea/ Coffee

1045-1200 hrs

Session 9

Accession of Bhutan to WTO: Challenges and
Opportunities

Prof. Mukesh Bhatnagar
Centre for WTO Studies
New Delhi




Session 10
Prof. Mukesh Bhatnagar

Accession of Bhutan to WTO: Way forward Centre for WTO Studies
1200-1300 hrs New Delhi

1300-1400 hrs Lunch

Session 11
Mr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna
WTO Bali LDC Package: Opportunities and Trade and Investment Division

1400 - 1530 hrs Benefits for Bhutan ESCAP

1530-1600 hrs Tea/ Coffee

Session 12

Closing Session

Wrap-up discussion: Participants may bring up Hon’ble Joint Secretary
for discussion any of the points raised during
the Seminar Ministry of Economic Affairs
(TBC)

1600 - 1700 Closing Remarks

Feedback on Training by Participants

Concluding Remarks by Organizers

Vote of Thanks by Participants
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