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Trends in Trade
(LDC’s Trade with World)

� Imports and 

exports values 

up

� But net trade 

deficit growing

� Post-crisis 

acceleration of 

trade values -40
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*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from the Statistical Yearbook 

for Asia and the Pacific 2014
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Trends in Trade
(LDC’s Shares)

� Since the crisis shares 

in AP trade grow 

faster than in world 

trade

� Opposite was 

happening before the 

crisis- role of trade 

structure? 
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*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from the Statistical 

Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific 2014

Trends in Trade
(Geographic Composition)

*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from UNCOMTRADE available from WITS

Destinations of LDC’s Exports Origins of LDC’s Imports
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Diversification
(Export Structure)

*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from  UNCOMTRADE available from WITS

Export Portfolio Composition

62.58% (Textiles 

and Clothing)

8.97% (Fuels)

5.52% (Wood)

4.55% (Vegetable)

3.27% (Footwear)

2.52% (Stone and 

Glass)
 Textiles and Clothing

 Fuels

 Wood

 Vegetable

 Footwear

 Stone And Glass

 Animal

 Metals

 Minerals

 Plastic OR Rubber

 Food Products

 Hides And Skins

Diversification
(Markets and Products)
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*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from Tariff Outcomes Indicators available from WITS
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Diversification
(HH-Index)#

� Cambodia and Bangladesh 
have highly diversified 
products and markets

� Lao PDR and Myanmar are 
more diversified than the 
LDCs average 

� The other LDCs have highly 
concentrated markets and 
products

*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on data from Tariff 

Outcomes Indicators available from WITS
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# A country with a perfectly diversified export 

portfolio will have an index close to zero, whereas a 

country which exports only one export will have a 

value of 1 (least diversified). 

Diversification
(Commodity Dependency)

*Source: UNESCAP Trade Insights No. 6
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Share of commodities in total exports (%)

� Timor-Leste 

(95% Crude oil)

� Lao PDR

(29% Copper)

� Solomon Islands

(13% Gold)

� Myanmar

(35% Natural gas)

� Vanuatu

(6% Iron/Steel)
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Participation in GVCs

� LDCs represent a negligible share in 

GVC-related trade

� Low-value added segments

� Raw materials and primary 

commodity 

� Low-value added final assembly of 

apparel and footwear 

� Enhancing supply capacity 

� Aid for Trade programmes; 

� Financial and technical assistance

LDC’s Intermediate-Goods

Exports (2008-2013)

*Source: ESCAP’s calculation based on 

data from UNCOMTRADE available from 

WITS

Challenges for LDCs

� High transaction costs of doing business

� High transport and logistics costs

� Limited telecommunication infrastructure and 
weak trade services  

� Expensive, unreliable energy supply and other 
utilities (e.g. electricity) 

� Shallow and inefficient financial markets 

� Lack of human resources 

� Explicit and implicit barriers to trade 预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_4452


