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Agenda

• Overview

– Key issues in TF in Asia

– SMEs and their challenges

• Priority bottlenecks

• ICT as the response

• ICT applications

– Pros

– Cons
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Issues in TF

• What would the world be like without TF?
– Cost, time, cross/ mutual recognition of products, 

services, cash-to-cash cycle times

• How should policy look at these issues
– Deal with them directly

– Let the business community deal with it (MNCs)

– Adopt PPP approach

• Are they important to warrant attention
– Economic development, GDP, …
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1. Time non value 
added, 

2. time is cost and loss 
in cash conversion, 

3. cost translates to lost 
competitiveness



Trade Facilitation (TF) in Asia and the Pacific

• On average, it still takes 30 days to move goods 
from factory to deck-of-ship at the nearest 
seaport

– South Asia: 30 days, 6 days

– South-East Asia: 20 days, 4 days

– Developed economies: 10 days, 2 days?

 Improvements in TF could bring $250 billion in 
additional trade for Asia and the Pacific
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