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• Total land area: 38,394 sq km

• Topography: Mountainous terrain (100 metres

in the South to 7500 metres in the North)

• Forest cover: 72 % of the country

• Total population:  700,000 (approx.)

• Development philosophy: Gross National 

Happiness

• Main economy: Hydropower &Tourism

Country Profile



Hazards in Bhutan

• Earthquakes

• Landsides

• Forest Fires

• Windstorm

• Floods

• Glacier Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs)

• Epidemics, pests and diseases, etc.

• Chemicals (minimal)



Disaster events during the 10FYP period 

 Disaster 
Event 

Year Loss Est.  
(Nu.  
million) 

% of 
conc.  
FY 
outla
y 

Expend. 
 (Nu.  
million) 

% of 
conc. 
FY 
outlay 

Remarks 

1 Floods  May 2009 766  21.43 321.40 7.743 Percentage of capital 

outlay for 2009-2010 – Nu. 
12,929.143 million 

2 Earthquake Sept. 2009 2005  679.67* 

3 Wamrong Fire  Oct. 2010 

 

  98.335** 0.51 3.6 (construction of new 

homes) 

0.179 (relief and recovery 
expenses for Wamrong 

fire 
4.766 (relief and recovery 

for Chamkhar fires) 

25.4 (Commercial 
insurance claims paid by 

RICB – Not included as 

Expenditure) 

4 1
st
 Chamkhar 

fire  

Oct. 2010 

5 2
nd
Chamkhar 

fire 
Feb. 2011 
 

6 3
rd
 Chamkhar 

fire  
May 2011 

7 Windstorms 2011 

   2869.545     

 



Present Situation

• DDM established in 2008

• Establishment of response capacity (SAR 

team) at the national and local level.

• Implementation of CBDRM at the local 

Government level

• MRG both at Central and Local Level formed 

• Trained volunteer group (De-Supp) mainly to 

cater response services during the disasters



- Policies  

• DM Act enacted in 2013

• 11th Five Year Plan (July 2013 – June 2018)

NKRA: Improved disaster resilience and 

management mainstreamed 

SKRA - Disaster resilience, preparedness and 

responsiveness strengthened 

- Environmental impacts from snow and 

glacier melt reduced 
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