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Between 2004 and 2013: 

� Some 28 upper-middle-income and 
high-income economies accounted for 
85.5% of the total economic damage 
from disasters 

� In terms of GDP, low-income 
economies suffered more from 
disasters

Source: ESCAP Statistical Yearbook 2014



Building resilience to natural 

disasters and major economic crises

69th Commission Session, May 2013

ESCAP member States identified the 
concept of resilience for addressing 
the threats caused by disasters and 
other shocks 

Adopted ESCAP resolution 69/12 on 
enhancing regional cooperation for 
building resilience to disasters in Asia 
and the Pacific, which sets out the 
agenda for further enhancing regional 
cooperation for building resilience to 
disasters in the region



United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development

� The project responds to the calling of the Rio+20 for 
disaster risk reduction and the building of resilience to 
disasters to be addressed, with a renewed sense of 
urgency, in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication, and, as appropriate, to be integrated 
into policies, plans, programmes and budgets at all levels 
and considered within relevant future frameworks. 



ESCAP resolution 69/12

� The project also supports the implementation of ESCAP 
resolution 69/12 on enhancing regional cooperation for 
building resilience to disasters in Asia and the Pacific
adopted by the Commission at its sixty-ninth session in 
May 2013

� The resolution requested the secretariat to enhance 
regional knowledge sharing and capacity of member 
States, especially the least developed countries, 
landlocked developing countries and small island 
developing States and enhance regional cooperation for 
building resilience to disasters 



Project overall objective

To enhance the capacity of developing countries in Asia and 
the Pacific to develop policies and strategies for multi-
sectoral disaster-resilient development planning 

Expected accomplishments
� Improved capacity of policymakers to formulate effective 

policies and strategies to mainstream disaster risk reduction 
into multi-sectoral development planning at the national 
level

� Improved capacity of policymakers to apply effective 
damage, loss and risk assessment tools for planning better 
disaster-resilient risk management, recovery and 
reconstruction, through a multi-sectoral approach



Project strategy

� Investing in disaster risk reduction and building 
resilience is key to achieving sustainable development 

� Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction is efficient if 
public investments are strategically coupled with 
resilience-building programmes of critical sectors of the 
economy at all levels 

� Promoting coordination mechanisms between key 
ministries in formulating policies and strategies for 
multi-sectoral disaster-resilient development planning 
and enabling more effective mainstreaming across 
socio-economic sectors
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