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The Nexus-Resilience Link: integration 

as the basis for sustainability 
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 53 members of UN-ESCAP  

 9 associated members 
 

 58% percent of world’s population   

 60% of the world’s poor population 

 40% of the world’s land area  
 

 Rapid economic transition but great inequality 

 Increasing role of urban areas in regional development 

 Significant inefficiencies in resource use  

As the regional development arm of the UN ESCAP fosters: 

 Cooperation between its members for social and economic 
development in Asia-Pacific  

 Policy, normative and technical cooperation at the regional level 

UN-ESCAP and the Asia-Pacific region  
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Urban Development Section, ESCAP 
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 Physical  

 Unplanned urban development  

 Insufficient land use planning – housing and 
critical  infrastructure located in hazard 
prone areas 

 Socio-economic  

 Vulnerable livelihoods  

 Inadequate shelter 

 Lack of risk awareness and institutional gaps 
in capacity 

 Environmental   

 Ecosystem degradation  

 Slow onset events 

Urban Vulnerabilities 

Individual and in combination: 

2009 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction 

Of the 305 urban 
agglomerations in the 
Asia-Pacific region, 119 
are situated along Asian 
coastlines (UNDESA, 
2011) where they are 
frequently exposed to 
hydro-meteorological 
hazards.  
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Natural Disasters in Asia Pacific 

 Asia-Pacific region: the highest proportion of 
natural disasters - between 1994 and 2013, 
over 40% of the world’s reported natural 
disasters occurred in the region. 

 

 Disaster-induced deaths in the Asia-Pacific  
region rose more than three-fold between 
1994-2003 and 2004-2013, largely due to a 
handful of extreme disasters.  

 

 Some 28 upper-middle-income and high-
income economies accounted for 85.5% of 
the total economic damage from natural 
disasters between 2004 and 2013. 

 

 Yet, most extreme weather disaster deaths in 
urban centers are in low and lower-middle 
income nations, and risks are further 
concentrated in informal settlements (IPCC 5th 
Report) 
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 In 2014, 2.07 billion urban  - 53% of the 
world’s urban population  

 Cities are disproportionate consumers 
of regional resources; source of waste; 
and are vulnerable through this 
unsustainable pattern 

 Continued degradation of ecosystem 
services through an exploitation model 
– resource gap 

 Significant and growing contribution to 
GHG 

 Cities are front liners in terms of 
vulnerability but also actions for 
resilience 

Why focus on Cities? 

Source: Global Initiative for Resource Efficient Cities, UNEP 6 



Select Entry Points for Urban Resilience 

 Basic services and Infrastructure 
 Leveraging the skills and resources of different 

actors to finance, design and manage services 
and infrastructure 

 Housing 
 Support pro-poor housing finance 

 Land use planning and tenure security 
 Effectively plan and implement land use 

strategies, integrating climate projections and 
vulnerability assessments  

 Food security, urban agriculture and 
ecosystems 
 Promote urban agriculture and develop 

effective environmental planning, including 
enforcement for sensitive ecosystems 

 Disaster Risk Management 
 Disaster monitoring and surveillance, 

documentation of impacts and be open to new 
ideas and strategies  

ADB projects that 410 

million Asian urban 

residents will be at risk of 

coastal flooding by 2025.  

1970 

29.5 mn  

2010 

63.8 mn  

 
Exposed to 

flooding  

1970 

71.8 mn  

2010 

120.7 mn  

 
In cyclone-

prone areas 
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Source: Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2012 



 Towards comprehensive planning and governance 

– Vertical coordination 

– Horizontal collaboration 

– Lesson learning 

– Whole-of-system thinking 

 Developing a citywide resilience strategy 

– Identifying climate vulnerability 

– Developing and sustaining multi-stakeholder partnerships 

– Promoting awareness and knowledge sharing 

– Creating a supportive and empowering governance framework 

– Strengthening the capacity of urban stakeholders 

 
 

While much can be achieved through sector-based approaches, more 
concerted attention needs to be paid to the specific benefits of 
comprehensive city-wide approaches 

Closing the loop for pro-poor urban climate resilience 
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