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What is CDIA? 
 

 
 
CDIA is an international partnership initiative, established in 2007 by 
the Asian Development Bank and the Government of Germany, with 
additional core funding support from the governments of Austria, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the Shanghai Municipal Government.  

Cities Development Initiative for Asia (CDIA) 



 
CDIA supports the identification 
and development of urban 
investment projects and links 
them with potential financiers.  
 

CDIA provides assistance to medium-sized Asian cities to bridge the gap between 
their development plans and the implementation of their infrastructure 
investments.   
 

Mandate 



Why CDIA? 
 

Over the next 20 years, Asian cities must be ready to provide 
infrastructure and services to an expected 1 billion additional people 
if economic growth and competitiveness are to progress …  



Impact Areas 
 
CDIA supports the identification and development of urban investment 
projects that emphasize one or more of the following impact areas:  
  
 Urban environmental improvement 
 Urban poverty reduction – pro-poor agenda for inclusiveness 
 Climate change mitigation or adaptation solutions 
 Improved governance through networking 
 

 

 



Financing Asia’s Urban Challenge  





 
CDIA uses tools through demand 
driven approach to assist cities  
to implement urban planning 
development strategies and   
infrastructure goals 
  
Infrastructure Investment Prioritization  
The City Infrastructure Investment Programming and 
Prioritization Toolkit assists cities in undertaking  a more 
structured approach to urban infrastructure planning, 
prioritization, and programming.  
  

Pre-feasibility Studies  
The Pre-Feasibility Study Guidelines assist cities and 
consultant teams in formulating integrated, inclusive, 
and sustainable infrastructure projects.  
  

Linking to Finance 
The Public-Private-Partnership Guide for Municipalities 
offers cities a basic understanding on where to begin a 
PPP process for the implementation of their strategic 
infrastructure investments. 
City Level Capacity Development 
Through networking and knowledge sharing 
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