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Need for cross-border paperless trade

Legal and technical barriers 
in information exchange 
(across borders)

Increased implementation of 
(national) single window and 
paperless trade systems, but… 

ESCAP Resolutions on Enabling paperless trade
and the cross-border recognition of electronic
data and documents
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 It is a UN treaty draft text
 It is a voluntary agreement. Once text is agreed by all ESCAP 

Members, each Member will have the opportunity to decide to join or 
not to join, and when

 It is a framework agreement. The primary focus of the draft text of 
the regional arrangement is facilitation of cross-border paperless 
trade, not cross-border paperless trade itself

 Most provisions center on measures facilitating cross-border 
paperless trade, not on detailed prescription on how to engage in 
cross-border paperless trade. In line with this focus, most provisions 
are best endeavor in nature
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< The nature of the draft arrangement >
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