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WHAT ARE GS1 STANDARDS?  

GS1 standards is a widely used and trusted supply chain standards system  

for the effective management of global supply chains 

 

 • Globally unique identification for 

products 

• Same numbering system used 

worldwide by all manufacturers, 

all retailers 

 

 

 

• Globally unique identification for 

legal entities and locations 

 

Electronic  

Purchase Order or Invoice 

 

Seller:  0614141123452 

Buyer:  5012345678900  

Contents: 

10 units GTIN 5012345678900 
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Capturing the identification key  

… and beyond 
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Some data carriers can carry more detailed 

information about a specific unit  

Item identifier Expiry date 

Batch number 

Serial number 
(21)123 
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Overview of all GS1 Standards for Traceability 
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TRACEABILITY PROCESS : GS1 Standards for Full Chain Traceability 

 

incl. Despatch advice &  Recall notification 

GTS Global Traceability Standard   CHECKLIST Control points and compliance criteria 
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GS1 is the most widely used supply 

chain standards in the world 
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150 countries 

15 million products 

2 million member companies 

6 billion daily transactions 



International Food Safety 

Requirements and the 

Traceability Challenge 
 

http://www.gs1.org/
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What is the issue ? 
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Companies are facing  

multiple regulatory and 

business traceability 

requirements. 

EC178/2002 art.18, 

FSMA sec.204, 

HACCP,   

ISO 22000/22005 

IFS, BRC, SQF, 

GLOBALG.A.P 

etc. 
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GS1’s role in Traceability 
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What ? 

Regulations, HACCP,   

ISO 22005 

IFS, BRC, SQF, 

GLOBALG.A.P… 

 

How ? 

 

Requirements from regulations and safety standards 

(the what) usually focus on INTERNAL traceability 

whereas GS1 focuses on FULL CHAIN TRACEABILITY, 

including External traceability  
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