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Abstract: The Trade Facilitation Agreement adopted by the WTO member countries at the 

Bali Ministerial Conference in December 2013 highlights the importance of trade facilitation for 

international trade and the global economy. This paper provides a unique set of data on the 

progress made by 29 countries in Asia and the Pacific in implementing various trade 

facilitation and paperless trade measures in 2013/14, as well as estimates of the benefits from 

moving forward with implementation. An important finding is that most countries do not 

regularly assess or publish release times, pointing to the lack of effective national trade 

facilitation monitoring mechanisms. The study reveals that, at the regional level, automation 

and paperless trade, including establishment of national single window, were the key focus of 

trade facilitation reforms in 2013. Enabling cross-border paperless trade is identified as the 

most challenging task to further advance trade facilitation in Asia-Pacific, highlighting the need 

for timely conclusion of a regional arrangement to facilitate cross-border recognition and 

exchange of trade-related electronic data and documents, as currently being discussed by 

countries of the region under ESCAP Resolution 68/3. At the subregional level, East and 

Northeast Asia and ASEAN lead implementation of trade facilitation measures, followed by 

Central Asia (including the Russian Federation) and South Asia (SAARC). The empirical 

analysis included in the paper reveals that direct trade costs for containerized goods in the 

region, excluding international transport costs between seaports, amount to approximately 

US$ 159 billion annually and that full implementation of trade facilitation measures included in 

the survey could lower such costs by 20% on average, amounting to savings of at least US$ 

31 billion every year. It also reveals that full implementation of trade facilitation measures in 

the 14 landlocked developing and/or least developed countries (LLDCs and/or LDCs) included 

in the study would enable these countries to collectively reduce direct trade costs for 

containerized goods by US$ 3 billion per annum.  
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Introduction 

The most important achievement in advancing trade facilitation at the global level in 2013 

was the adoption of the WTO trade facilitation agreement (TFA) at the Ministerial Conference 

held in Bali in December. The Agreement provides a global framework for WTO member 

countries to implement selected trade facilitation measures and highlights the importance of 

trade facilitation for international trade and the global economy. More importantly, it 

demonstrates the commitment of a wide range of countries, from least developed to most 

advanced countries, to advancing trade facilitation and making international trade procedures 

more transparent and efficient.  

Since 2012, the ESCAP Secretariat has set out to systematically collect and analyze 

information on the actual implementation of trade facilitation measures in the region, to 

provide a basis for developing more relevant capacity building and technical assistance 

programmes as well as for countries to design and prioritize their own trade facilitation 

implementation plans and strategies. Taking into account the interest of Member States from 

the region in enabling paperless trade for trade facilitation, a first regional survey on trade 

facilitation and paperless trade implementation was conducted in 2012. One conclusion from 

that first survey was that the “survey effort should be treated as a continuous, rather than an 

ad-hoc ‘one-off’ activity”.1 A follow-up survey was therefore conducted in 2013/14, the results 

of which are presented in this paper, along with an empirical analysis of the benefits from 

moving forward with trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation. 

Data collection was mainly conducted through a survey questionnaire (see Annex 1) 

administered as an email attachment and via a dedicated website to participants of the Asia-

Pacific Trade Facilitation Forum 2013 held in Beijing in September. The respondents were 

typically government officials and experts in charge of trade facilitation and/or Customs 

control, as well as representatives from relevant private sector associations. Additional data 

collection through other experts as well as secondary data was conducted between October 

2013 and March 2014 in order to complete, cross-check and validate the data. The final 

dataset, presented in this paper, included information on implementation of over 40 trade 

facilitation and paperless trade measures in 29 countries of Asia and the Pacific.2 Most 

measures featured in the WTO TFA are covered.3 

Implementation status of each trade facilitation and paperless trade measures included in the 

study is discussed in the next section, followed by a regional assessment of trade facilitation 

implementation and benefits. Summary and conclusions are then presented. The paper ends 

with a discussion of the limitations of the study and way forward. 

 

                                                           
1

 The paper summarizing results from the 2012/13 survey is available at 
http://www.unescap.org/resources/trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-asia-results-expert-survey. Most 
conclusions and findings in the previous paper are still largely valid and have not been repeated in this paper. 
Reading the two papers together is therefore recommended. 
2
 Questionnaire and dataset are available at http://unnext.unescap.org/tfforum13.asp. 

3
 At the time the questionnaire was prepared, the outcome of the WTO Bali Ministerial Conference was 

unknown yet but the content of the latest draft WTO TFA text was taken into account. 

http://www.unescap.org/resources/trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-asia-results-expert-survey
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Implementation Status of 40 Trade Facilitation Measures 

This section presents findings on the status of implementation of each trade facilitation 

measure included in the survey. The discussion follows the survey structure, starting with (1) 

National trade facilitation bodies, and followed by (2) General trade facilitation measures; (3) 

Paperless trade facilitation; (4) Cross-border paperless trade measures; (5) Border agency 

cooperation and (5) Transit facilitation. Measures related to (6) trade-related information 

availability, selected as a special focus for this 2013/14 survey, are then discussed in greater 

details, followed by (7) key challenges and recommendations for trade facilitation and 

paperless trade.  

National Trade Facilitation Body 

A national trade facilitation body (NTFB) generally refers to an institutional arrangement that 

brings together relevant diverse parties with interest in trade facilitation (including both 

government and private sector) and provides a mechanism for identifying problems and 

implementing measures to streamline trade procedures. Examples of NTFBs include PRO-

Committees, FAL Committees, and National Trade and Transport Facilitation Committees. In 

the context of the WTO negotiations on trade facilitation, many countries also set up various 

working groups to support the negotiating process.4 

According to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, “Each Member shall establish and/or 

maintain a national committee on trade facilitation or designate an existing mechanism to 

facilitate both domestic coordination and implementation of provisions of this Agreement.” 

Results from the survey reveal that 11 countries (Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore and Thailand) have a national 

trade facilitation body in place. Bhutan is a new member of this group. It established its trade 

facilitation committee in February 2013 and the committee has been active since then.5 

In 7 countries (China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Republic of Korea and Viet Nam), 

NTFBs have been partially established, or a mechanism for coordination of trade facilitation 

has been put in place. Among these countries, in China, Indonesia and Malaysia, a 

mechanism for cross-sectoral coordination to facilitate trade and logistics has been put in 

place, although officially there is no trade facilitation body. In India, Japan, Republic of Korea 

and Viet Nam, the committees for paperless trade facilitation (including single window) 

partially fulfill the functions of trade facilitation bodies but comprise fewer representatives 

from either government or private sector compared with a fully-fledged trade facilitation 

committee. 

For the remaining 11 countries surveyed, a trade facilitation body has not been established, 

suggesting that coordination of trade facilitation may have taken place essentially on an ad-

hoc basis. 

                                                           
4
 More information is available at http://tfig.unece.org/contents/trade-facilitation-bodies.htm. 

5
 Relevant work on establishment of trade facilitation body at global level including selected countries in Asia 

and the Pacific has been carried out by UNCTAD, available at 
http://unctad.org/en/DTL/TLB/Pages/TF/Committees/default.aspx.  

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
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http://tfig.unece.org/contents/trade-facilitation-bodies.htm
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