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IEA survey of energy 
efficiency barriers 
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End-user awareness, low energy prices, financing, and implementation capacity are commonly 
cited 



Energy Efficiency Policy  

- Put in place sensible, consistent, and coherent economic, energy, and 
environmental policies; 

 

- Address market failures; 

 

- Build capacity for technology transfer; 

 

- Develop normative instruments that can guide investment; 

 

- Develop financial instruments that are appropriate for local circumstances 



International Energy Agency (IEA): 
25 energy efficiency policy recommendations  

for seven priority areas: 

• Cross-sectoral  

• Transport 

• Buildings  

• Industry 

• Appliances and equipment  

• Energy utilities 

• Lighting 

 



 
Policy recommendations related directly to  
EE investment 

 

- Competitive energy markets, with 
appropriate regulation 

 

- Private investment in energy efficiency 

 

- Market transformation policies for      

    appliances and equipment 



 
Recommendation: Competitive energy 
markets, with appropriate regulation 

 

Governments should periodically review 
regulations and subsidies to ensure that retail 
energy prices reflect the full costs of energy 
supply and delivery, including environmental 
costs. 



Recommendation:  
Private investment in energy efficiency 

Governments should facilitate private investment in energy efficiency by 
supporting energy efficiency capacity building, standardised measurement and 
verification protocols, private lending and energy efficiency technology research, 
development demonstration and deployment (RDD&D). 
 
Measures should include: 
- Energy efficiency knowledge generation and dissemination, and reliable 
technical assistance on energy efficiency opportunities in all sectors through 
networks or energy advisory services. 
- Education and training programmes to ensure that all sectors have access to 
the skilled labour force necessary to effectively improve energy efficiency. 
- Development of measurement and verification protocols to ensure consistency 
in methodology, overcome uncertainties in quantifying the benefits of energy 
efficiency investments, and stimulate increased private-sector involvement. 
- Collaboration with private financial institutions to develop public-private 
partnerships and other frameworks that facilitate energy efficiency financing. 
- Broad financial and collaborative support for RDD&D. 



Recommendation: Market transformation policies 
for appliances and equipment 

Governments should aim to accelerate the transformation of 
the appliance and equipment market through incentives and 
other measures to support the introduction and uptake of new 
technologies and high-efficiency appliances and equipment. 
 
Measures should include: 
- Financial incentives, procurement programmes, endorsement 
schemes and other market-support measures focused on the most 
cost-effective, energy-efficient products available. 
 
- Engagement in international collaboration and global 
dialogues with the aim of establishing co-ordinated policies 
that will help to increase the demand for and trade in efficient 
appliances and equipment. 
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