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In order to provide a useful tool for policy-makers and researchers to monitor and analyze the development of 
trade agreements, ESCAP maintains an online database, known as the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment 
Agreements Database or APTIAD and available at: artnet.unescap.org/databases.html. It comprises three 
platforms: the Trade Agreements Database (TAD); a Glossary and Briefing Notes. 
 
The Trade Agreements Database platform provides detailed descriptive and updated information on the provisions 
of regional trade agreements (RTAs) / bilateral trade agreements (BTAs) involving one or more members from the 
Asia-Pacific region that are either signed, in force or under negotiations. By December 2013 there were 223 such 
agreements, including those agreements that have not been notified to the WTO but for which there is official 
information readily available, and also those agreements under negotiation for which there has been at least a first 
formal negotiation round.  
 
The online database allows searches in two ways. One relates to the agreements themselves where users can 
search by titles, members, key terms, types and by scopes of agreements and their status. Another one is the 
possibility to search publications relevant to regional integration and trade agreements.  
 
For easier use of the database, users can download a Glossary of related terms. The Briefing Notes are issued 
occasionally and discuss emerging issues and contemporary trends in trade integration.  
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