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The United Nations World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) is hosted and led by UNESCO and brings 

together the work of 31 UN-Water Members as well as 34 Partners in the United Nations World Water 

Development Report (WWDR) series.

 

The WWDR 2014 marks the transition of the series to an annual publication cycle with a theme for each year 

– ‘Water and Energy’ for 2014. This edition of the Report seeks to inform decision-makers within and beyond 

the water–energy nexus about the interconnections and interdependencies between water and energy; 

the inevitable trade-offs experienced when providing water and energy for basic human needs and to 

support sustainable development; and the need for appropriate responses that account for both water and 

energy priorities, particularly in the context of post-2015 targets on increasing access to water and energy. It 

provides a detailed overview of major and emerging trends from around the world, with examples of how 

some of these have been addressed and the implications for policy-makers, and actions that can be taken by 

various stakeholders and the international community.

 

Like the earlier editions, the WWDR 2014 contains country-level case studies describing the progress made 

in meeting water- and energy-related objectives. This edition also presents a Data and Indicators Annex of 41 

indicators, which benchmark actual conditions and highlight trends related to water and energy around the 

world.
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The United Nations World Water Assessment Programme has coordinated the 

development and production of the WWDR 2014, and has prepared the chapters 

in Part 1 and Part 4.

We wish to thank the other UN-Water Members for their intellectual guidance, 

useful revisions and timely endorsements:
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UN-Water is the United Nations (UN) inter-agency coordination mechanism for freshwater-related issues, including sanitation. It was formally 
established in 2003 building on a long history of collaboration in the UN family. UN-Water is comprised of UN entities with a focus on, or 
interest in, water-related issues as Members and other non-UN international organizations as Partners.

The work of UN-Water is organized around Thematic Priority Areas and Task Forces as well as awareness-raising campaigns such as World 
Water Day (22 March) and World Toilet Day (19 November). 

The main purpose of UN-Water is to complement and add value to existing programmes and projects by facilitating synergies and joint efforts, 
so as to maximize system-wide coordinated action and coherence. By doing so, UN-Water seeks to increase the effectiveness of the support 
provided to Member States in their efforts towards achieving international agreements on water. 

World Water Development Report (WWDR)

is the reference publication of the UN system on the status of the freshwater resource. The Report 
is the result of the strong collaboration among UN-Water Members and Partners and it represents 
the coherent and integrated response of the UN system to freshwater-related issues and emerging 
challenges. The Report’s production is coordinated by the World Water Assessment Programme and the 
theme is harmonized with the theme of World Water Day (22 March). From 2003 to 2012, the WWDR was 
released every three years and from 2014 the Report is released annually to provide the most up to date 
and factual information of how water-related challenges are addressed around the world. 

Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS)

is produced by the World Health Organization (WHO) on behalf of UN-Water. It provides a global 
update on the policy frameworks, institutional arrangements, human resource base, and international 
and national finance streams in support of sanitation and drinking water. It is a substantive input into 
the activities of Sanitation and Water for All (SWA).

The progress report of the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP)

is affiliated with UN-Water and presents the results of the global monitoring of progress towards MDG 7 
target C: to halve, by 2015, the proportion of the population without sustainable access to safe drinking-
water and basic sanitation. Monitoring draws on the findings of household surveys and censuses usually 
supported by national statistics bureaus in accordance with international criteria.

UN-WATER PLANNED PUBLICATIONS 2014–2015

•  UN-Water Technical Advice on a Possible Post-2015 Global Goal for Water

•  UN-Water Analytical Brief on Wastewater Management 

•  UN-Water Report on the International Year of Water Cooperation

•  UN-Water Report on the International Decade for Action ‘Water for Life’ 2005–2015

•  UN-Water Country Briefs

•  UN-Water Policy Brief on Discrimination and the Right to Water and Sanitation

•  UN-Water Policy Brief on Water Security

  Strategic outlook
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More information on UN-Water Reports at: http://www.unwater.org/publications

Preparation of this report was made possible thanks to the generous financial support of 

the Italian Government to UNESCO for the United Nations World Water Assessment Programme
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Water and energy are inextricably linked. Water is essential for the production, distribution and use of energy. Energy is 
crucial for the extraction and delivery of safe drinking water – and for the very safety of water itself. People everywhere – 
but especially the most vulnerable and marginalized – face great risks when access to either is limited or compromised.

This World Water Development Report provides detailed analysis of these connections and their implications for the 
world’s pursuit of sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals. It is the fruit of collaboration by 
UN-Water, the UN inter-agency coordination mechanism dedicated to all freshwater-related issues.

The Report addresses a wide range of key issues, including agriculture, cities, industry, infrastructure and the 
environment. Its message is clear: the ‘water–energy nexus’ is about substantially more than hydropower and biofuels. 
Water and energy can drive economic growth and improvements in human health. They are enablers for poverty 
reduction, job creation, women’s empowerment and human well-being in general. This was also a central lesson that 
emerged from last year’s observance of the International Year for Water Cooperation. It is also a fundamental premise of 
my ‘Sustainable Energy for All’ initiative. 

In order to provide modern, affordable and environmentally sound energy and drinking water services for all, we need 
a sustainable approach to the management of both freshwater and energy resources. This calls, in turn, for far greater 
coordination. The two key mechanisms of the United Nations system – UN-Water and UN-Energy – will play a critical 
role in this regard. These issues will also be fundamental elements in shaping the post-2015 development agenda.

The World Water Development Report is aimed at policy-makers and the water and energy communities, including 
scientists across the world. My hope is that it will point the way towards a more integrated approach to these challenges 
and towards water and energy solutions that work for all the world’s people.

Ban Ki-moon

FOREWORD
by Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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