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ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations and serves as the main
economic and social development centre for the United Nations in Asia and the Pacific. Its
mandate is to foster cooperation between its 53 members and 9 associate members.
ESCAP provides the strategic link between global and country-level programmes and
issues. It supports Governments of countries in the region in consolidating regional
positions, and advocates regional approaches to meeting the region’s unique socio-
economic challenges in a globalizing world. The ESCAP secretariat is located in Bangkok,
Thailand. Please visit the ESCAP website at www.unescap.org for further information.
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The Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade
(ARTNeT) is an open regional network of research and
academic institutions specializing in international trade policy
and facilitation issues. IDRC, UNCTAD, UNDP, ESCAP and
WTO, as core network partners, provide substantive and/or
financial support to the network. The Trade and Investment
Division of ESCAP, the regional branch of the United Nations
for Asia and the Pacific, provides the Secretariat of the network
and a direct regional link to trade policymakers and other
international organizations. For more information, please
contact the ARTNeT Secretariat at artnetontrade@un.org or
visit the website at www.artnetontrade.org.



Impacts of trade facilitation measures on
poverty and inclusive growth:
Case studies from Asia

A STUDY BY THE ASIA-PACIFIC RESEARCH
AND TRAINING NETWORK ON TRADE (ARTNeT)

Edited by Ravi Ratnayake, Rajan Sudesh Ratna, Martina Francesca Ferracane
and Yann Duval

@ESCAP o

ARTNeT



IMPACTS OF TRADE FACILITATION MEASURES
ON POVERTY AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH:
CASE STUDIES FROM ASIA

A study by the Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade

United Nations publication

Sales No. E.14.1l.F.5

Copyright © United Nations 2013
All rights reserved

Printed in Thailand

ISBN: 978-92-1-120676-0
elSBN: 978-92-1-056641-4
ST/ESCAP/2687

For further information about this publication, please contact:
Mr. Ravi Ratnayake

Director

Trade and Investment Division

United Nations ESCAP

Rajadamnern Nok Avenue

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel: (+66-2) 288-1902

Fax: (+66-2) 288-1027

E-mail: escap-tid@un.org

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the
authors and should not necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the
endorsement of the United Nations. Mention of firm names and commercial products does
not imply the endorsement of the United Nations.

All material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgment is
required and a copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint should be sent to
the ESCAP Publications Office.

The use of this publication for any commercial purpose, including resale, is prohibited
unless permission is first obtained from the Secretary of the Publication Board, United
Nations, New York. Requests for permission should state the purpose and the extent of the
reproduction.

This publication has been issued without formal editing.



Acknowledgements

The research project reviewed in this publication was implemented by Rajan Sudesh Ratna
and Khan M.F. Salehin, working under the overall supervision of Ravi Ratnayake, Director
of the Trade and Investment Division, Yann Duval, Chief, Trade Facilitation Unit, and Mia
Mikic, Chief, Trade Policy and Analysis Section of the Trade and Investment Division, the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

The project, aimed at increasing the capacity of officials and business representatives in
least developed and other developing country members of ESCAP to implement trade
facilitation measures that contribute to poverty reduction, was supported by the
Government of the People’s Republic of China. We deeply appreciate the support provided
by the Permanent Representative and the Assistant to the Permanent Representative of
the Permanent Mission of China to ESCAP. The project also benefitted from the support
provided by its partners, the International Poverty Reduction Centre in China (IPRCC) and
China International E-commerce Centre (CIECC), Ministry of Commerce, Beijing.

The inputs by the authors who have contributed to this book are gratefully acknowledged.
The peer review of the studies was carried out by A.K. Kanungo, Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade, New Delhi, and Celia M. Reyes, Philippine Institute for Development Studies,
Manila. Substantive comments were provided by Mia Mikic, Yann Duval, Khan M.F. Salehin
and Tengfei Wang.

The study also benefited from the comments provided by experts at various stages,
particularly the suggestions received from: Florian Alburo, the University of the Philippines
and ARTNeT Advisor, Manila; Arief Daryanto, Graduate Programme of Management and
Business, Bogor, Indonesia; Zhang Deliang, IPRCC, Beijing; Loreli C. De Dios, Centre for
the Advancement of Trade Integration and Facilitation (CATIF), Manila; Evan Due, Office for
South-East and East Asia, International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Singapore;
Shintaro Hamanaka, Office of Regional Economic Integration, Asian Development Bank,
Manila; Chen Jin, University of International Business and Economics, Beijing; Saman
Kalegama, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka, Colombo; Somnuk Keretho, Institute for
Information Technology Innovation, Kasetsart University, Bangkok; Amrit Lagun, South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat, Kathmandu; Patrick Low,
Fung Global Institute, Hong Kong, China; Wijiha Manzoor, University of International
Business and Economics, Beijing; Evdokia Moise, Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), Paris; Gloria Pasadilla, Policy Support, Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Secretariat, Singapore; Dalis Phann, Cambodia Development
Resource Institute, Phnom Penh; Anita Prakash, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN
and East Asia, Jakarta; Md. Mozibur Rahman, Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute, Dhaka;
Selim Raihan, University of Dhaka; Pusha Raj Rajkarnikar, Institute for Policy Research
and Development (IPRAD), Kalimati, Kathmandu; Celia M. Reyes, Philippine Institute for
Development Studies, Manila; Ben Shepherd, Developing Trade Consultants Ltd. and
ARTNeT Advisor; Loitongbam Bishwanijit Singh, University of International Business and
Economics, Beijing; Safdar Sohail, Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad; He Xiaojun, IPRCC,



Beijing; Junfang Guo, College of Economics and Management, Beijing; and Shunli Yao,
Institute for Applied International Trade, Beijing;

Rajan Sudesh Ratna and Martina Francesca Ferracane were responsible for the
substantive editing and harmonization of material while the copy editing was carried out by
Robert Oliver. The design, layout, and formatting was provided by Erawan printing. Tavitra
Ruyaphorn, Panjai Limchupong and Sirinart Suanyam provided extensive administrative
assistance.



Authors and editors

Ashani Abayasekara currently works as a Research Officer at the Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka. She holds a BA in Economics with First Class Honours from the
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. Her research interests include international economics
and trade, trade facilitation, regional integration and labour economics.

Ajitava Raychaudhuri is Professor and Coordinator of Centre for Advanced Studies,
Department of Economics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. He got Ph.D. from American
University. He was a senior Fulbright Scholar at Economic Growth Center, Yale University
and Reid Hall Scholar in Residence of Columbia University, Paris Campus. He had
undertaken several important projects from ESCAP, ADB, World Bank, GDN, UNDP, PEP,
SANEI, Planning Commission etc. He has also written numerous papers in international
and national journals and in edited books. Among his notable books are India’s Exports:
An Analytical Study (with Sugata Marjit) published by Oxford University Press in 1997 and
International Trade in Services in India: Implications for Growth and Inequality in
a Globalising World (with Prabir De) also from Oxford University Press in 2012. He has also
prepared two human development reports at the sub-national level for the state of West
Bengal which were funded by UNDP and Planning Commission of India.

Kornkarun Cheewatrakoolpong is a lecturer at the Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok. She is the author of Towards a better understanding of the political
economy of regional integration in the GMS: Stakeholder coordination and consultation for
subregional trade facilitation in Thailand, sponsored by the ARTNeT programme (2009).
She also authored “Trade concentration and crisis spillover” of the ARTNeT Working Paper
series, and a number of published papers, chapters of edited volumes and journal articles.
Her current work is focused on trade facilitation and trade agreements, foreign direct
investment, and technological spillovers and trade diversification.

Nguyen Viet Cuong is a lecturer at the National Economics University, Hanoi and
a researcher at the Mekong Development Research Institute, Hanoi. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in Trade and International Economics from National Economics University, Hanoi,
a master’s degree and Ph.D. in development economics at Wageningen University, the
Netherlands. His main research background is poverty analysis, family economics and
impact evaluation. His recent studies have been published in refereed journals such as the
World Bank Economic Review, Health Economics, Journal of Comparative Economics,
World Development, and Journal of Development Studies.

Prabir De is a Fellow at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries
(RIS), New Delhi. He works in the field of international economics and has research
interests in international trade and development issues and has been a visiting Senior
Fellow at ESCAP, Bangkok. He has contributed several research papers to international
journals and has authored books on trade and development. He is the managing editor of
the South Asia Economic Journal, (Sage), and edits a policy brief series, called Mekong —
Ganga Policy Brief. His most recently published book is International Trade in Services in



India: Implications for Growth and Inequality in a Globalizing World, Oxford University
Press, New Delhi, 2012. De holds a Ph.D. in economics.

Yann Duval is Chief of the Trade Facilitation Unit of the ESCAP Trade and Investment
Division. Since 2002, he has designed and delivered capacity-building programmes and
advisory services on trade policy and facilitation throughout the Asia-Pacific region, and
currently leads the activities of the United Nations Network of Experts for Paperless Trade
in Asia and the Pacific (UNNEXT), which is a community of experts dedicated to making
trade more transparent and efficient through electronic exchange of information. He has
been instrumental in the creation and development of the ARTNeT network of leading
research and academic institutions in developing countries of the region, aimed at building
capacity in trade and investment research for evidence-based policymaking. His recent
analytical work has focused on various aspects of trade facilitation, in particular the
development and analysis of a global bilateral trade cost database in collaboration with the
World Bank. Prior to joining the United Nations, he held faculty positions in international
business and agricultural economics at the Asian Institute of Technology and Washington
State University, respectively.

Martina Francesca Ferracane joined the Trade and Investment Division of ESCAP on
6 August 2012 as an intern and was working with the Division as a consultant. She is
currently working as research assistant at the Directorate-General Development and
Cooperation — EuropeAid at European Commission, in Brussels. She has a Master’s
degree with honours in economic internationalization, integration and international trade,
University of Valencia, Spain. She gained her bachelor’s degree with honours in Economics
and Institution of International and European Integration from “La Sapienza” University of
Rome. While studying for her bachelor's degree she attended a semester of courses in
international economics in at Stockholm University as an exchange student.

Abu Hena Reza Hasan is a faculty member of the Department of International Business,
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. He obtained his educational qualifications from
Bangladesh and the United Kingdom in business management, operations research, and
health policy and financing. His research interests are global supply chains,
entrepreneurship, non-tariff barriers to trade, intellectual property rights, health policy,
health and environment-related issues of business, and the airlines industry.

Chandana Karunaratne currently works as a Research Officer at the Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka. He studied economics at the University of Virginia and subsequently

S I A7 R RO S [V SO LN SO PO Ut ST NS ) PR U PR

TREER, ol SR 4R T

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 5854




