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1. Overview

• Regional and sub-regional cooperation has become increasingly important  in enhancing 
the capacity of member States. 

• ESCAP has been vigorously promoting the RESAP at the regional level. 

• Since the last ICC meeting,  the secretariat focused  on:

(a) Provision of near real-time satellite imagery; 

(b) Operationalizing SOPs on drought monitoring and early warning; 

(c) Capacity-building to address main technical gaps; and 

(d) Research and policy analysis. 

• RESAP supports implementation of HFA and Post-2015 Development Agenda. 



2. Provision of near real-time satellite imagery to the countries 
affected by severe disasters

• In 2013 alone, secretariat has provided more than 60 near real-time satellite imagery and 
damage maps to the disaster affected countries.

-Bangladesh (tropical cyclone Mahasen), China (earthquake and flood), Pakistan (flood and 
earthquake) and  Philippines (Typhoon Haiyan). 

-With the support of RESAP members and UNITAR/UNOSAT. 
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• Under the RESAP framework, 19 scenes of RISAT-1 and high resolution images of Cartosat
were provided after super typhoon Haiyan hit the Philippines--provided by ISRO through its 
Bhuvan FTP server. 

• More than 30 links of damage assessment maps and satellite images provided by UNOSAT. 
• All information was shared with the related authorities by the RESAP NFP in the Philippines. 
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3. Standardization of operating procedures on drought 
monitoring and early warning

• RESAP has established the subregional operational service nodes towards 
operationalization of the Drought Mechanism. 

• SOP and modality of operationalizing the service nodes in China and India discussed 
during the Stakeholders Meeting in Aug, 2013, Hong Kong, China. 

• Mongolia is the first pilot country.
-During the technical advisory mission in Mongolia in September 2013, stakeholders fully 
exchanged critical issues to promote the regional cooperative mechanism on the drought 
monitoring.

-Formulating a work plan (2014-2015) to operationalize drought/dzud monitoring for Mongolia



Technical advisory mission on drought/dzud monitoring and detection at NRSC, Mongolia
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• NRSC of China and India (ISRO) will function as the key service nodes to deliver the 
satellite imagery and products. 

• The operational Bhuvan portal of NRSC/ISRO and a server of NRSCC will be used as the 
platforms for uploading the registered satellite images. 

• CSSTEAP and a training partner of NDRCC will serve as capacity building hub in South 
Asia and South East Asia respectively.

• ESCAP regional advisory services will be deployed to the Mechanism.

• It is hoped that the Mechanism would be extended in phases to cover all drought-prone 
countries in the region. 
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