
EPCSA 
 

Evolution of European Port 
Community Systems and 

Connectivity with Customs 

Pascal Ollivier 
Chairman of the Research Committee 

European Port Community Systems Association 

Bangkok, Thailand 
November 2013 



The European Port Community Systems Association 

 

• Formed in 2011, currently 19 members more in process of 
joining from across the world 

 

• EPCSA Members handle in well in excess of 10 million 
electronic messages every day 

 

• At least 65% of all EU Trade through seaports where EPCSA 
members operate 

 

• EPCSA members operate in ports that in total handle in 
excess of 70 million TEU’s and 2 billion tonnes of throughput 

    



 
Committees 
- Standards and Technologies (WCO, UN etc.) 
- Business Applications (2010/65, eManifest, etc.) 
- Customs and Other Government Agencies (EC, WCO, UN etc) 
- Research Committee (PCS experts) 
- European Port Community System Development (Development) 

 

 
Events 
- Workshops and Conferences 



A Port Community System is: 

• neutral and open electronic platform 
enabling intelligent and secure exchange of 
information between public and private 
stakeholders in order to improve the 
competitive position of the sea and air ports’ 
communities.  

• optimises, manages and automates port and 
logistics efficient processes through a  single 
submission of data and connecting transport 
and logistics chains. 

 



Link Administrative and Operational  trade procedures 
electronically via intelligent exchange of messages on a 
end to end basis, machine to machine, with all 
stakeholders  These may include:  

• Customs 

• Government Agencies 

• Trade 

 

     

 

Why Port Community Systems ? 



The Port Community System 

PCS 
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Trade Facilitation 

• Trade facilitation can be defined as the 
simplification and harmonisation of 
international trade procedures including 
import and export procedures. 

• Trade Facilitation is about Trade Logistics 

• Trade Facilitation should mean Logistics 
Performance - LPI: customs, infrastructure, 
International shipments, logistics 
competence,  tracking and tracing,  
timeliness 

 

 



European eManifest proposal 
1. Provide a customs status indicator for goods appearing on 

the manifest.  

2. Fulfill core requirements of the Reporting Formalities 
Directive. 

• Fulfill arrival manifest and cargo declaration reporting requirements (FAL 
forms 1 and 2). Suppressing remaining use of those forms. 

• Goods status indicator to enable swift and non bureaucratic release of 
union goods. Extend to EU goods under export procedure.  

• e-manifest to be marked with a ‘C’ for Union goods, an ‘N’ for non-Union 
goods, an ‘X’ for export  procedure goods. 

• Status indicator could be self certified by an improved authorised consignor 
status or a specific shipping company registration. 

NOTE: these proposal are currently under discussion, but it is  

likely some form of eManifest will be implemented 
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