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From Domestic to Regional 
Connectivity across Borders:  
Beyond Single Windows 
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Five Major Challenges in Cross-border  
Paperless Trade*  

 Use of Common International Standards 
 

 Harmonization of different legal frameworks 
 

 Capacity gaps among the parties 
 

 Cooperation between public and private sectors 
 

 Lack of coordination mechanism (intergovernmental) 

* APTFF 2013 Session 3 Background Paper 
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Inherent Nature of Challenges in 
Paperless Trade across Borders 

 People are free to move around within a country 
    So is movement of commercial goods 
    It is under a unitary legal and social framework 

 People are NOT free to move across borders 
    So is movement of commercial goods across borders 
    It is under heterogeneous legal and social framework 

 Who does such facilitation to enable paperless trade 
to happen across borders? ⇒ Intergovernmental 

⇒ Facilitation is needed 
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UN/CEFACT 
Buy-Ship-Pay Model 
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Enabling Cross Border Trade Data 
Exchange: Common Denominators 

 Domestic legal framework compatible to international legal 
instruments 

 Use of international standards for technical interoperability, 
including security measures 

 Change Management 
 Policy Facilitation Framework:  
 1) Bi-lateral level, ex) MOA, FTA 
  2) Sub-regional level, ex) ASEAN SW Agreement 
 3) Regional level, ex) ESCAP Resolution 68/3 
 4) Global level 
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